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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE following Letters are 
undoubtedly genuine; and 
ere now iirft publifKed from the 
Originals, by Mr. John Hodgetts, 
of Ha^ey, in Worcefterlliire, Exe-r 
ciitor to tHc late William Shen- 
STONE, Efquire. The Writer of 
them was fo well known, that tp 
i»Y any thing concerning her on 
this occafion, would be as fliper^ 
fluous as it would be to attempt 
to give a dbarader of the Letters. 
They muft fpeak for themfelves. 
Yet it may not be improper to 
inform the Reader, that in thq 
origins^I Manufcript Volume of thefe 

Letters, 



( iv ) 

Letters, which had been bound 
together by Mr. Shenftone, in the 
firft leaf he had written with his 
own hand, as follows : 

** Letters from the Right Ho- 
*' nourable Lady Luxborough ; 
** written with abundant Eafe, Po- 
litenefs, and Vivacity ; in which 
flie was fcarce equalled by any 
** wom^n of her time. They com- 
" menced in the year 1739, and 
** were continued to the year of 
** her death (1756), with fome few 
•* intermiffions. 

** Will. Shenstone.'* 
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LADY LUXBOROUGH'j 

LETTER S. 

LETTER L 

SIR, Barrellsj November jjtfa, 1739. 

WI T H O U T the affiftance of your pen, 
it will be impoflible for me to return 
Mr. Shenftone fufficicnt thanks for the honour 
he does me, and my humble habitation ; and for 
the agreeable entertainment his verfcs afford 
me : to you. Sir, I owe the pleafure of hav- 
ing enjoyed" that gentleman's converfation a 
few moments •, to you I owe the advant^e 
of being nepref^ted to him in the mod ftat- 
termg light*, and to you I defire to owe the 
fatour of fpeiJcing my gratitude for his gen« 
tcel complinoent, and my admiration of all ho 

B writes: 



2 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

writes : his offended Mufe will I fear repent her 
ready aid, ii he beftaws fuch fine thoughts and 
flowing lines on fuch trifling and unworthy fub- 
jefts, as in his copy of verfes infcribed to a .per- 
fon w^o h^ no. othfr pretence to njerit,/or to 
tafte, but that of diftinguifliing his. As you. 
Sir, have the art to defcribe the moft fimple 
things with the niceft cl^ance (as appears by 
your Paftoral) I mufl: once more intreat you to 
make known to your friend, the fincerity of my 
heart in the approbatiQn. it gives,. tQ his works ;. 
to which it pays juft praife, though my words 
could no more exprefs it (without doing wrong 
to my fentiments) thj^i they couM utter the 
real cfteem, and friendly regard, with which I 

Youf qWigfid irumbk.f<Kva0t* 

M\ KNiGim 
To theRevd. Mr. J^o, jua, 
atHcoley, 



L E T T E R 11. 

SIR, hamUh^^tpbzi^ 17^1. 

MR. John Reynaldf hafr this^ mon;^8 
brought me your pocfft^ foe which- I 
would not dd^ reiuraing thank^^ a9* V think 

myfclf 



ihpfdf gi^ttly obliged fio yoy for fending mt 
.ivhat ha^ already given me much pleafiut, 4{^ 
mil do &> u ofl^n a$ I re^ it : ti^t mai^ of 
yoi*r remcml?i*»Gft and the honpyr yoq do ml: 
in counting my approbation a^ any things gives 
a real fetisf^ftloa to. Sir, 

Your obliged humble fervarit^ 
H. Knight. 
To William Shcn^onej E{q^ 

at Mr. Wintle'Sj Perfumer, 

near Temple- Bar, Londoni 



LETTER III. 

- SI At JBarrelli^ Mnyspth, T74U 

•?|^"0 THING but an uncommon hurry of 
jJL^ 'bilQiie& and company, ever iince the mor 
tnent I-mseii^d your ^poem, couid have prevented 
my M|«urniAg cbai^k&for the £»rour you do me 
in ^l^kingipe worthy to judge of the beauties 
<sfitt ft waswidi pleafuiel read it, audi ad- 
mired it on more aGcoiant& than rnensly tht no^ 
^ky-of the(fiHbje&. 

The piping fjjaous Jbaving his pipe in his 

hands when he came to me, I fuppofe Rack* 

ftimr .had. ffolJunre^ foar tdricc (which was 

right):ab0fiQaDeilic fifiiibGd tike d&gvrei wjucth I 

B 2 thinl; 



4 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

think a genteel one, but too fmall to fet out 
of doors. 

' If you do nie jufticc, you will beKcvc that I 
am glad of every opportunity of affuring you^ 
that I am, Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. Knight. 



LETTER IV. 

DEAR SIR, Barrells, Jaly 28th, ijij^ 

I AM glad of an opportunity to let you know, 
that if it fhould happen to be convenient to 
you, (as you was fo kind to give Lady LUKbo- 
rough an. invitation to your Hermit^e) that her 
Lady (hip will do herfclf the pleafure to take Ja 
profpeft of the Leafowes before the leaf falls^j 
and will take that opportunity on Tuefday next^ 
Auguft the 4th, to breakfaft with you, and dine 
with you V and return at night with the two 
fcribes, who all join in compliments. . 

Crosse Outing:, his mark H 
J. Reynalds. 

P. Si My recretarie$ being fomewfaat idle aftdr 
dinner, have wrote ia foch ^aa odd nutnxier^ that 

I think 



LETTERS. 5 

I think myfelf obliged to fubfcribe to the truth 
of what they fay :— and at the fame time I aflure 
you I am, Sir, 

With great cftccm, 
Your obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER V. 

SIR, Barrelli, Aaguft nth, 1747. 

IF my doing barely juftice, in commending 
the beauty of your (ituation, and the ele- 
gance of your tafte, can make you vain, you 
muft not admit of any company, if you will be- 
come a rigid hermit; nor ihould I have ventured 
a vifit to the Leafowes, where the more one fees, 
the more one admires, and that admiration leads 
towards' envy, which, as an hermitefs, I ought 
to fhun. 

I return thanks, not only for the agreeable 
reception you gave me, but alfo for your kind 
enquiry now. Igot home fafe, but had one 
downfal, a little beyond Birmingham, which 
however did no hurt to Mr. Outing nor me; 
nor was it anydifhonour to my poftillion, as th6 
night was very dark, and the moon down, or 
U kaft clouded over: but we met with very 
B 3 unhof' 
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uiihofpitablc treatment at Shirley-flrcet, wh^re 
th^y refufed to receive us at the Saracen's Head,* 
(hough it was but eleven o'clock, and we faw a 
good fire in the kitchen ; and a maid, who wa^ 
fitting by it, took her candle and went to bed, 
whilft we were at the door intreating, knocking, 
and at laft threatening, but all in vain : the ftars 
took pity of us, and appeared juft as our hqftefs 
fiifappeared, and guided v^s in a friendly man- 
ner to Barrells, where we arrived at paft one 
p*cIofck, *id the neit day regaled ourfelves vrkh 
fhe bcft pine-apple I ever cat ; fincc which time, 
I have talked of nothing but the beauty of 
Virgirs grove, and the meatmpfs of my own j 
wfaich ufcd to give me fome pleafure, but is fo 
much Icffened in my cfteem, by toiliparing it 
with yours, that I could almoft wifli I ha^ hot 
fccn ithc latter. The oply amends you can make 
mfc for the plcafurfc you have deprived mc of, in 
to give me your company foon at Barrells ; which 
wifl aiwnys be acceptable to. Sir, 

Your obliged humble fcrvant, 

H. LtJXBOROUOM, 

I beg my beft compliments to Mifs Dolmani 
add Mr, Oyting defires hk to you. 



LETTER 



LETTERS. 



LETTER VI. 

SIR* Barrells, FAmtf 2d, 1747*8. 

MR. During^ who left this place on Satur- 
day lafl, defired the inclofed might be 
conveyed to you ; and 1 take the fame opportu- 
nity of conveying my ^cufes for the mcivility 
you muft think me guilty of, in not rifirig the 
day you left Bariiells, to wifli yoa a good journey, 
and to thank you for the favour of your com- 
pany. The not doing fo, carried an appear- 
ance even of ingratitude, as your vifit had given 
me fo much pleafure j nor can your own good na- 
f:ure have been my advocate farther, than by low- 
ering my crime, in calling it lazineis 5 to which I 
would plead guilty, but that, in fadb, my inten- 
tion was to gee up when the fervant came in to 
light my fire, but was prevented, by her telling 
me you was in bed, and, flie believed, was not 
to go away that day : this good news indulged 
^me; and I, with the ' tranquillity fatisfadion 
gives*, took another nap ; but waking, found it 
only an agreeable dream ; for you was gone. 
Mr. Outing, the inftant I came down ftairs, 
prefcnted me with a fong, which he faid he 
found Upon your table ; and 1 read it eagerly, 
B 4 foon 
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foon finding it to be your ftile. It is not ncceC- 
fary to add, that I thought it extremely pretty, 
and very ppetical ; but if it had been in profe, I . 
fliould have been tempted to aflc who was that . 
AsTERiA that could make her hearths cheerful 
to you in the rigid feafon, when I, who had fo 
lately been favoured with your company, was 
too fenfiblc 'twas not in my power to make 
mine fo, though nobody could wiOi it more i 
but %vant of fun and want of genius is ill fup- ' . 
plied by a coal-fire, which was all I had to give \' 
and my ill health unluckily at that tirne added to 
iny ttupidity, when I moft wifhed for fpirits to 
entertain my s^reeablc company : and now 
that I have entirely recovered my health, I havCv; 
loft my company. Such are the chequere4 '^ 
chances of this life ! fo that my bermitefs and I 
liave entire poffeflion of my little wood, without . 
cither fear or hope of being interrupted in our 
contemplations, I contentedly fubfcri^e fo what ;. 
ihe has wrote upon her qld tree ; : . ;; 

f^ The world forgetting, Jbjr the wor}d forgot:'* S 

but would nqt include in that world the friends ' 
I efteem, and whofe converfation I admire : ndr ; 
can ever any of the difagrceable events in Life 
make me wifli it to become ui^fociable whilft at 
lafts J but cities (no mor? thap forefts) dP nqt . 

afford 
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afford fociety ; it is the coiroerfation of a cholea 
few that fmooths the mgged road of life : fuch 
as j?«/rj/ftr^ws it with flowers ; but as tb^ foon 
fade, fo did you vanifh, and all the company, 
that furrounded my hearth ; which, though aban- 
doned, will a£Ford me fuch converfation as the 
pen can fupply, whilft I h^ve the plea{bre of 
reading your thoughts ; which pleafure I hope 
you will not deny me, but rather fend me any 
thing they may happen to add to the colledrion 
I have 5 than which nothing can be mone 
^fteemcd by. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervan^ 

H. LuXBOROUGlit 

p. S. If I miftake not, I heard you fay, you 
wanted a receipt to make fealing wax -, I tran- 
fcrihe one that was given me, but fear you can- 
not read that, nor this letter,', as I write in hafte. 
^^Lady Hertford writes me word, (he is charmed 
widi yoyr retreat ; ^ Ihe has only had the de- 
scription of it from me, judge what fhe*d be 
}i fhe faw it, at Icjift if Mr, Thompfon dc- 
fi:rjt)pd if to hpr. 
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LETTER Vn. 

S IR» Biiitelts, Marek &td, 1747-S. 

THE apprehetifion that thie farmer who car- 
tied Inigo Jones's dcfigirs^ and a tetter in 
the book frorti toe to you, may have delivered 
them to a y^rong perfoh at Birmingham, is the 
occafion of my troubling you with this^ to l6t you 
know that I did not fail to fehd it the very firft 
market day after I received tfce favour of yours ; 
and he fays he delivered it to a man at the 
poft-houfe, but the poft-miftrefs (who, they tell 
me, is not the mildeft npr mod obliging dame) 
'afllited Parfon Holyoak, flie received no fuch 
thing •, and upon his alking her, if (he hap- 
pened to have any letter fihce, direded for me, 
{he faid, Nof neither did-fhe know me, or 
woutd trouble herfelf about it. Which Imen- 
tibn, that m izft you Wfite, you will be pleafed 
tb (^ youfs to Mafter Franky Holyoak, at 
}Au Bolton^s, wholefale Toytnaker, upon Snow- , 
Hill, in Birmingham. This (if you did not re- 
ceive the book) will ferve, I hope, to convince 
you. Sir, that I did my part, being incapable of 
neglcdting ^q do what my friends dcfire, 
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I aKcquamttd you in my laft that I was bme^ 
\:^t I am mow much better, and always 

YouF obligccl humble fcnrant, 

H. LuXBOROUGHt 

][, E T T E R VHI, 

8 I R^ iwtlh, Pafter Sondajri^ 1748, 

IT is rather to oblige the ambulatory dd 
gentlewoman who delivers you your letters 
with fo much alacrity, than it is to .oblige hpr 
^^ f^er^ that I write ^igain fp foon ; for I atp 
too ienfible mf letters will but ill repay the plea- 
fi^ne I receive from his ;, fo that I ought to make 
a longer paufe, and not interrupt my friends ia 
^ter ^mpimy^ hiter fbwgbtSy and iMO- Mv€rfions^ 
9& Swift e3^re0es it. If that confidenition was 
juft, which made him pdufi a few Wiiks betwixt 
liis letters, I ought to paufe yeirrs^ or rather 
tieyer wri«b «t kW^ that woald be more poltse^ 
^ut it would make me fancy myfelf ungrateftil^ 
and tonfequently make me hate myieE It i$ 
thtrefor^ fi^-kH)^ which urges me to take thi$ 
parly of^oftunky of remrnin^ thanks for yout* 
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laft letter, wrote on Lady-Day. However de* 
preffed your fpirits might be when you :wrQte it, 
it revived mine ; for it is not in the power even of 
the north-eaft wind to deprefs your genius -, and to 
that we ow:e thoughts which mull plcafe, how- 
ever negligently they may be drefled : — the 
ftilTen-bodied gown would not add charms, I 
believe, to a beautiful woman, no more than 
Voiture'? laboured turns of expreflion add to his 
ftile : and friendftiip undoubtedly fhews itfclf in 
the beft light, when lead adorned by art. There- 
fore Ihope you will never deprive me%of the 
pleafure your letters give me, nor defer it, be- 
caufe your fpirits may not juft then allow you to 
fend them out in their beft apparel -, it is fuffi- 
cient you can do fo -, and they'll always be as 
welcome to me in their common garb, which is 
yet richer than you fcem to imagine. I follow 
the rule I give, and write what comes upper- 
moft ; but it i^ in vie a fault, as I am not pri- 
vileged to do fo by any of the gifts of nature, 
except artlefs fincerity be one. 

I read your four fonn^ts with mych pleafure ; 
and am obliged to you fqr the trouble of 
.jranfcribing them : they are truly poetical, yet 
have an cafe as well as delicacy in the turn of 
thought and expreflion, which muft, I believe, 
i)c agreeable to all^ whether good judges by their 
, . (kill 
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flciU and learning, or only judges of good fenfc 
and nature. If Dodfley gives a iecond edition 
of his wcU-choTen coUcftion, I hope you will 
not let your School-mifttefs be unaccompanied 
by all her parent's offspring. Now that the 
boiflrrous baneful month of March is over, and 
that the fun refumes his power, I hope, and fhall 
cxped to fee the productions of your imagina- 
tion, as much as I fhall expert to fee thofe of 
my parterre, my fhrubbcry, or grove j and if 
joined to that fatisfadion I have your company 
here, I fhall give double praifes to the returning 
fpring. Mr. Whiftler, or any friend of yours, 
will be perfeftly welcome; but remember, 
that though I fhall be a great gainer by bis con- 
viei?fation, I fhall alfb be a lofer by his hearing 
miW,; and. his feeing this poor hermitage-, of 
both which he may perchance have formed an 
advantageous idea, by your partial account of 
them ; and ihai idea will inilantly be deftroyed, 
unlefs you have been as filent as Mr. Outing was 
about the Leafowes, before I had (ecn it: his 
cautie^ was> well judged, but wrong placed. 
But to- fhcw you that I do not prefer fame (efpc- 
dally unmerited fanie) to pleafure and improve- 
mentt I defire you to bring him, though at the 
tXpeiKe of his being undeceived. I have read 
4ver l)is' Shuttlecock feveral times, and each 
-4%:.. time 
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tune wieh redoubkd pieafiocie, *Tis certainly ^ 
heaudful poem : l4>wn myieif a rery indi&rent 
judge, but k pleaics me. It is ao uoGommoii 
perfonnance, and what many older and mora 
£uhed poetS3 would jbe proud of, vihzteimr Juvefiili 
' faults there may be in it ; but!, I think, the au-^ 
thox^s yovnh may radier be remarked by the 
great fpirk and vivacity of l^ia thoughts, than 
by any errors in his judgment ; brtitif any fmh 
there Hbe^ you are hbitkndjtmdmWiwifiif^yw 
cafy taflc in your qriticifoi, if ypu jIJkkiW ^)P^ 
to, a few :Words, in or^er to Jet it appear perfipdl: 
to the world, if opt. prefer w^rld is ej^pt 
enough tp be worthy of it. Ite nww, a^fi p^rt 
ef its chacatSlcr, had re^hcd.' :my ears .before J 
&w it, but not from you. I think bb QwSim 
exceeding apt, and his digrc;l9aoRS.ju{t and lively : 
M^ fo flight a fuibjedi, iSt ib early an ige, could 
be worked up fo well, hetcertainly is c^hb&of 
raifing.the intrinfic ralue of amy icioreiwe^glity^ 
or more bfty fubjeS: he udderufefs. 

Your .remark upon Fk2^sBxm»*s X^tecs i$ 
caoftjoft; &r/lej:i3srrs,lbataTe>.^ wwi k^mtf^ 
be, wrote pr tke-frc^y jaeycr rpleafe Iffos otheni : 
yetjcfaey.are, I ith^dk, wiKMEeitii^^inigM^, 
arid jfliow, J .be]Mi?e, pioHte ^^imfiegiiod jsitig- 
inenti and the M^ M^}A^dkii^»mKc^t^mbkf 
lfa!icy,in ^^%U! ; :]s>«ttrf»rn£iiar^^ 
/ 10 more 



morq familiar addfeis. I Saod fererftl more are 
profloi&d^ if tfaeifi fuccecd. I wilh fonoe hbooh. 
Otis pen npay not bet writing, in the name of that* 
asadior, and oyorwhelm us with his JuppoJiA kt« 
tcrs : theft, hpweYer, are genuine, a& I fupp0fe» 
tboisgh I neref heard of that gentleman -, and 
am obliged to you for your explanation of the 
charaAvr o^ J^^fezentiw ; that, in partici]}ar» 
migbl^. p]2«ivent. tbi^ real wmes being publiAod : 
t|^ wQu^<d: haye: iva^e the book infinkety moM 
ii«ercfting; but if th^ could, not be, I doa't 
know v?h«ther feigB^ed but common modem 
n«ncs, mi^ not hwe^ plcafed better, aa tib«y 
vvjQufcl hawt: fcemftd ceaj. 

You- aare wdiccanc to Imgo Jones's defigos, as 
long a^t chey (jain be of fervice to you; and in 
re^tiitrn, I bfg^^favaur of you to fend, mc the 
height aiHl th^ckn^fs of your wall that has arches 
funk in; it^^ ;ind the depth, breadth,, and heig^ 
oi^ tbo^ aiTches v and let me know whether they 
are plaii}:e^ oij the infide, and if any ornament 
is on thc^ tc^i or only a coping: it is to build 
i% fuyofimef a big of waU (as you advifed) ta 
Ik^i)^ me ir^m thr coi^t^ that is contiguoua 
tau^ gkrdcn,.iDiKdJ:Qf the ^rden-fcat which, 
you aod wiet all bought did not m&ntv the ho^xsa 
I hsA q£ it. If: Iido build that feat, it. fballhe, 
t(^t^;{ninate fome walk or view. 

The 
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* The chimney in my ftudy wias not exactly in 
thie middle of the room ; which has occafioned 
ray movjng it twelve inches, and confequerttly 
moving Pope's bull to be in the center. The 
lines wrote over it are put up again, (which, you 
know, are out of Virgil) but the ftucco at the 
back of it muft be new done, and the flat 
pieces of wainfcot that make the margins of it. 
Were never ornamented. Perhaps you would 
invent fome more ^elegant ornament, if you 
would beftow a thought upon it ; or the ftucco 
might be juft as before, only fome foliage or 
other Carving, to drop down the fides. Mifi 
Merediths write word, that the prcfent fjfhion at 
London, is all lead carving, which ladies do 
themfelves, by cutting India, or other thin lead 
with fciflbrs, and ihaplng it into flowers, knots, 
&c. and fixing it to a wire, which is afterwards 
nailed on in the form defigned ; and the carving 
is either gilt, or elfe painted the colour of the 
ftucco or wainfcot, according as fuits the place. 

I fend this to the Birmingham poft-office, (as 
ybu ordered) by a chance perfon. If you write 
ah anfwer foon, prsJy dircft it to Mr. Iron- 
monger^ ^Mafter of the Caftle-Inn, to be for- 
warded to me, (for Franky Holyoak is at 
h§mc) -and there is no poft nor certain convey- 

anot 
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9LIICO from Birmingham to Henky where yod 
will direft it to be left for me. 

Sir, • 

I have left myfclf no room, and the perfori 

who carries this, leaves me no time, but juft to 

affure you in the cover of my letter, that. I am, 

(though not ceremonioufly, yet ' very fmccrely) 

Sir, . /. » • 

Your obliged humble fervant, ' 

■ H. LuXBOROUCH.' 

p. S. I have writ a line to Mr. Ironmonger, 
to defire heUl fend your letter, if any comes, to 
the ]Hlenley Poft-houfe for me. By fome fafc 
conveyance. 
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SIR, Barrellj, April tScb, 174.8. 

TW O of your letters lie before me •, of 
which I am not a little proud : I am alio 
well pleafed with myfelf for having refrained 
from troubling you with an anfwer to the firft^ 
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feu I had received the fecond ; whidh was not 
till laft night. You VriH allow this to be fome 
merit ; at leaft, you would allow it, if you knew 
how great is my propenfity to write to you 4 it 
hcing always with the Telfilh view of procuring 
in return fomc compofition of yours. My felf- 
denial this time has been great, but it is well 
rewarded by the favour of your laft letter, and 
Mr. Whiftkr's Flower-Piece ; the moral of 
which is perfe&ly juft, and ttfe thought very 
genteel and elegant. In this, as well as in his 
other Poem which you fent me, I think one 
may obfervc a great delicacy of imagination; 
the words altered with a pencil feem to be 
much for the better, efpecially the firft line. As 
for his fentiment on enjoying things by reflec- 
tion, I am not yet a convert to it, but am rather 
of your mind, that "an abfent pleafure'is equi- 
^' valent to a preient pain." For inftance, if I 
was fond of London and its amufements, or had 
a tafte ficir pubKt jpbcii^ FFeel^hat' it would 
give me pain to fee St. James's, Vauxhall, Ra- 
nelaghi &c. fec-r^rcfented in fo lively a man- 

• ner as. I fee^ them through an.i;^tkal gla^ wlii^ 
,i Jiaye 4ately purchafed, now that •! aip ahjent 
jfrom theip^but as.J never |v»!£9n^o£.axrowdj 
*'I .en^tigr* jWeJeigces^airi^ -JiM^ aa thjs 

• ftfleded way, without^^ifhing niyfelf at them ; 

and 
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fsttid i can look on the buildings and gaidens of 
Stowe in the fame manfter) and With plfatarc^ 
becairfe I ncyer was there. But were you €o 
prdiht me -with the Views of the Leafowci^ 1 
Own I ftiould not put them into my fliow-^box 
i«rithout pain, nor fee them well reprefcntcd 
^thout regret -, as it would remind me of th€ 
agreeable day I fpent. there, and my loft pleai* 
fure. ' ~ J 

Your friend Mn Graves's Lamentaoon at 
very pretty arid pathetic^ and feems to come 
ffpm the heart r he muft, I think, be very fin- 
cerely and very ftrongly in love ; and yet I can-^ 
not hut think that very inconfiftent with his 
parting voluntarily front his Lucy, and with 
his fending her to London, without any jea* 
loufy : and I confefi I aMb thmk it ineonfiftent 
that a man, who may be fuppc^d to defpife the 
opinion of the world, (fince he marries fo much 
below hfrtifdf, and what the world would re* 
commend) fliould part from her he fo dearly 
loves, only to give her an education proper to 
pleafe t!hat world which he feems to defyife j 
for it' \s plam, ftie pleafes him without that edu- 
cation. How does he know, but that by lofing 
lier rural innocent air, • howiever flie may im» 
j^rove in her dancmg-mafter's opinion, (he may 
Icflen in i/j, and her acquired charms may not 
C 2 pleafe 
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pieafe him as her native charms did the town ?. 
Perhaps I judge wrong, and yet I think it 
fesems to be a natural way of judging. How- 
ever, as he is your friend, I wifh him happy^ 
and hope fhe will not have the fate you threaten 
your rofe-bud, and 1 threaten my bull-finch 
with ; which laft (fince I have happened to 
mention it) I muft tell you, is a little foolifh 
impromptu I wrote in a letter to our friend 
Outings whofe an^er was, that notwithftanding 
the moral of my fong, he went the night he 
rcceired'it tq the Oratorio of Judas Maccabsus^ 
where he was highly entertained -, and he fpeaks 
with fuch. ecftafy of the mufic, as I confefs I 
cannot corjceive any one can feel who under-, 
ftands no mote of mufic than myfelf •, which I 
take to bc: his cafe. But I fuppofe he fets his 
judgment true to that of the multitude ; for if 
his ear is not nice enough to diftinguifh the 
harmbny, it :ferves to hear what the multitude 
fay 9f it. Ht would be offended, if he fhould 
know that I think his finging miich upon ^si 
par with nay po^ry; and you ought to beof- 
fcnded.that I fend you fuch foolifli lines : but 
he might have happened to mention them to. 
you, and as they are not worth the trouble of 
alking for, I prevent you, by fending them* and 
hope you will throw them in the fire when yoa 

have 
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have read them : for they arc not worth fliewing^ 
to any, but one who, like you, is capable bf ex- 
tufing all faults in a friend, and who will not 
account it one in me, that I am no Poetefs',. 
'ivhich reproachful name I would avoid, even if 
I were capable of acquiring it •, for which r«a- 
Ibn I hope you will throw the £piftle the Bof- 
tangy has font you into the flames, with the 
Song, and forget I ever wrote in verfe my real 
<5pinion in profe of the Leafbwes' beauties. , 

r am impatient for your Eflay, Specialty as 
you tell me there is in it a refemblance 
of yourfelf. I hope you will give me rules 
for oeconomy •, nobody wants them more : but 
I fufpeft you will not give me fuch as 1 
might leiarri between Temple-Bar and tlic 
Stones End. In ihort, I have no great opinion 
of your rudiments in this fcience, though per* 
haps you" may know the theory better than the 
praftke of it^ and you may be a good fpecu- 
lativc oeconomift for what I know •, but I ne- 
ver met with a practical one in a foul where 
generofity and benevolence had a p^ce, or to 
which a bright genius was joined. ' 

I lament with you the lofs of Lady Lytteltoft, 
though I had hot the honour of being perfbnaUy 
acquainted' with her-, but her charaftcr was 
kaown> ^ all fociety milift hiourn h good a 
.^ C 3 member 
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mieti)tber of it, md all thg poon fo good, a bene- 

■^ your. advice about my chipinpy pfeafed me, 
gmat'ly i but forced c^con^niy forbids my. f9l- 
towing, it: befides that gop4 »ic&rving. is too 
j&Gc for rtiy humbk roof, Th-e*i:oo*af>, confid^^ is 
otAf hilng . 3Vii;h: fi^peuiny prfpter, , and i^ ^ ; l^Vi' 
thte /I iiaye .bift jSl^e inches b^tw^en JPope?* 
JI§id *jnd the Motto over it: fa ifhat I cm 
neither hjave.^a €9>i3n{>artmenit for that* aoj: anfe 
%Ecl^trav€^ as is:. at Houghton. Thq gontt^ft 
^Slflifpen cli^t place apd Barrella is .fa gifcat, t^t 
ilJjJudiqrous to.,n;jme them together :. and y^t 
I j^lqw with you^ that the tlWHiney in the dip^ 
ipg^roqm, thert^ might giy^pqc ^ hint for my 
Ijtitie ^m ; bvft I have tiojb Jwgirt eiW3tug^ fot it. 
|,Ipfth:lihe.wholq, ^ ytountkHlghR was tOo good 
t^tiPfjelft^ I h^YC. craj)k)ted iny;ifrkttd^ W:iUia^^ 
^; Ne#-ftr«€ft' Birmloghim) i» Ipwnt the oraa*- 
OjjBfjijW yoii -wouW /HftVQ h^d;.u^ry$jd, >in &!^m^ 
QQlpursi pretty %0itglylfea^:1p^ii|5)f«c,t0^4i^ 
Ij^^iv^arying's .4n4.. J feftt iiiti| ©n^.of the-t^i^Q 
fl§e^es ,yOf /qht.-fn^, t-hat. bp;*niifeifcLt the hotter, 
comprehend wJ^.;o|rMaientiJi4iP *as to iMxbh 
^fl. Whea fi^y .brpttfeorr/JtelAj^f^e^^ . 

3P»»?l^whiffH.)h|;,€^ jt^.ksd 

feKv b^ ^nipf ed .,4n t ftdnerWlbuifSt. .w4h. .«H , rfw 
)(xi|His^Q^%.f)|. hpfbiwdry rpSn^fcd in iidae (naraiof 
•i-.c/.. ' ' : '• - one 



ope fees or naight fee anm aad trophies ia fcwe 
Q^neral's hal) -, and it l^d an effeft th»t ples)fed 
every body. I believe Pope mentions it in one 
of his letters to Swift.-r-Ii^r. Williams is going 
to paint two ceilings for Mr. Anfon (elder bro- 
ther to my Lord Anfon) in Staffordfhirc ; one 
of them is for the Chincfe room : I believe he 
ha^ iketched th^m out at Birmingham, but is to 
go to paint them as foon as the Parliament rifes. 
^-^Mr- Quting writes that he has fent you a bull 
of Pope done to look like marble, and that' 
RackftrQw is doing four in that manner for my 
brother i# Johiu^^JE should lifce to fee your 
itandifh. 

Nothiog ^an be more juft than the crtticHm. 
!^n tfa^ Plaj^ in the Magazioe^nrlf yau^Cad 
Fiiench, I iCpuld fend you a play jvft aiSled at 
P^is ; Ladjr Jlolingbpo^ feat it me : the chief 
^h^ra^er h » m»n ^rho makips it his fok bofir* 
pefs ^d hi$ fole pleafine to make mifchiefv 
even where he can get nothing by it: it is wery 
yreU dr^wn, aiad } wi^ oi^df^ jiot ^.foinany 
piBQpJe like it, . ;. 

If ever I have 4u8 ipieafbte o^ ieeing your 
C^Qfipofuionji all together, I cpuki wi(h ta hav^ 
tli^em jornaaicnted in the sia^nor cf Finds flo* 
r^ace, by yourfelf 5 when; yoq would (hew your 
tilts m ia4jwbJbiCapacii7,^ds poet an4 painter^ 
C4 ' But 
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But you will fay lam too unreafonable, and fo I 
am ; for I beg of you to continue to fend mt 
gold for glafs, which I think is our ufual traf- 
fick, and confcquently you are too generous 
to. Sir, 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

H» LUXBOROUGH. 



: L E T T E R X: 

'iSIiR^ Baxi^IIsi Max 28tb, i74$« 

THIS is the firft oppbrtanity I have haiit 
of lending you the French Comedy yoti 
dcfire, and of anfwering your query about your 
ftandiih. . My advice is not worth afking in fuch 
matters ; but fincc you do me the favour to alk 
it, it is this; 

You have forty ounces of dd plate, which^ 
at five (hillings and fixpence per ounc^,- amounts 
to* eleven pounds. You have an inclination to 
indulge your fancy without much expence : you 
may . then make .your ftandifli to weigh 'only 
thirty ounces, which, at eight Shillings, (whidi 
is, I: find, the price .demapded) will -c^ne «o 

tw^yq 
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twelve pounds : fb that it will coft your pocket 
but twenty ihillings, and I am perfuaded will 
ifveigh enough for a ftandifh, if the dimenfions 
you intended to make it of are fo large that 
thirty ounces will make- the fiker too thin. I 
fuppofe there will be no hurt in making it left 
in fize, as the tafte will be equally fhewn j and I 
Imagine the ufe will be mucJh the fame : but of 
this I cannot judge, becaufc I never faw your 
draught. 

The inclofed I received from Lady Hertford; 
to whom I had fent your Ballad of Queen Eii^^ 
zabeth, knowing it would fuit her tafte, and be- 
lieving you would pardon me; as I fent it upon 
the footing of a trifle ; but I will* not fend more 
of your compofitions without, your pertniB&onz 
I therefore beg you will fend me back her letter 
by the very firft opportunity, (as I wait for itat 
to anfwer it) and fay which of the things I have 
of yours you permit me or forbid me to- fend ; 
for I fliall religioufly obferve your direftwns 
about that, as well as about DawforCs Ditty ^ 
which I (hall like to fee in print, and to keep 
lilence. I havfc heard that fung which he made 
jtrfE before' his cxectitiofl, and Which wai not 
rnade for him. Your Si moveitf companion ; but 
^it is comfort' to think (as you obferve) how 
many evils itwbuld have done, if it had lived to 

be 
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be old \ s^id many U sUfa might. haye,recf4y«^t 
J>Q not iroagiqe what yqu write ^ai^ he^md41i»^.% 
tf ever yoq it^Quld cc3^e to vrrit^ ^^ yw wili 
ceitainly writie Ul: fgr I ;^' fureygu w^f€;lcanh 

Qre:*vesn»ydgwthtH?««#f^t . :. 
. The Puke <)f.N?wi;;^%.i^<W((i».?tigim^^ 
»nd I don't ciDwbf but « x^^^ x\k%, pes^e^ I .,^ 
ip doubt, wbc|i I .tear ctf thi^.pqlite Ca<hi^^ 
whether it is a mark that t^e world is ri?tm:Ae4 
to m infencjr^^Cas^o^d peoplfi grpy fiWdipft) or 

^dy who ;Wf^ Km f^mwx f^y.for herfelf. If 
fhis. fvippo4|i9n||^pld be .^ou^, ^fcyc;;]? ypo^. 
their reput^tip^j^^t l«flft.i|:-|iv^ th^qi from ^ 
4i39p»tMk)n of; f^Uy^ 

. /,li^ Sh^feeare l^e^ij^ .]ufW tft g?^r .^^nts^i 
^^.wouldiawhw^Qfaid . ; i; .. ^: 

; 'i ' ««' !Fer wKo id A-iri/thattaiihot fe feduc'd ?^' - 

fince your b^ilf day in enj^ayopfing to Jf4ij^(^ 
)your tenant iap payyig yo^ for ^^f •« y^^]:'W^^ 

vain. My Rebels in m/^ivix^ pot^Qy- is yp^ 
^inailar to ypyirs ;. and if ^h^)t yjou fay jaWut ^t^ . 
butter^dijh 4nd ^tfium is .Rr^ gs to you, it i^ ^p 
^lefe fo as t(> m^, Tljie-^p^f l^J t^tw^n v§, ,ffi^ 

be 
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be. carried yet farther ; for I am as backni^rd a$ 
you at wringing, frtm the bard bands if feafants 
their vik trafh \ nor could I ever be forced, cve^ 
by C3cpcrience, into a proper venerstiM for ^ 
fenc€y or have the forefight to nurfe Fortune $ 
but however, .to eat cne^s cake when one is a^ 
bufigeredj is moft fweet.— TJie late King Geoi^ 
was fond of peaches ftewed in brandy in a par* 
^iculaf manner^ which he had taft^d at n^y fa- 
ther's; and ever after, till his death, my mamma 
furnifhed iiim.with a fufficient quantity to la^ 
the , year round (A* eating two every n^ht). Thi* 
little prefent he took kindly: but one feaio^ 
proved fatal to fruit-trees^ and (he could pne&ty 
his Majefty but iwith half the ufual quantity^, 
defiriog him to uie <aecoB9my9 for they w^v^ 
barely ierve him the year at \^»r each nighf. 
Being thus forced by neceflity to rotrenchp ^ 
faid he would then eat two every other night ; 
and vaitxed hhttlirlf xipon havmg tnortified him-'' 
feitf lefi, than If.hb had yielded to their regula- 
tion of one each night ; which, I fuppofe, may 
bt called a boxiptomife bdtiiken occonocny' and 
VficnAStn y but! icave tit tbyimr Uecifioo. . : / 
. As iittfe lasl iirrc) money^ anal ^as wcU oa t 
love Lady -Hrrtfoitd and admiatihar 'judgmeiifep 
I grudge fix Ihillings for Hervey's Meditations, 
" becaufe you fay they are fometimes affeffed^ and 
>i : : ' 9 that 
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that he admires Dr: Toung^ whom I have not 
wit enough to admire (I hope Lady' Hertford 
don't hear me) : but I want to fee the frontif- 
pieccs, becaufe Dr. Wall is fo ingenious a man, 
that I ani perfuaded he gives nothing to the pub- 
lie but what is worthy of perfons of taftc. 

I am glad you can read French ; not thatcit is 
my favourite language by any means, but I 
think there are fo many things of delicacy wrote 
in it, that it muft give you plcafure; and their 
commentators -are worthy to be'confultedj and, 
iJF not approved; it leaft to be compared with. 
curs. As to ^he pronunciation, the ear muft 
teach it, not the eye. When you favour me lArith 
^ vifit, I will be the afs in tbeToga^ if you pleafe, 
•as far as pronunciation goes. I hope for that 
ipleafurc this fiimmcr^ and am, with fincerc 
efteem. Sir, 

' . Your nioft obliged hurpble fervant, 

:.{.; : . . H. LuXBORQUGH. 

i) ;Pray do not fail to fend Lady Hertford's 
letter foon.— ^I write in a hurry at midnight, not 
knowing before, that I could fend to-morrow. ' 
^My hand- writing will prove my veracity. 

.u;!j LETTER 
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SIR, Barrells, Monday, 27111 Jane, 17 ii^ 

WHILST you was prevented from read- 
ing the, play by your Brother's fevere 
illnefs, I was prevented anfwering yours of the 
firft inftant, by my own illnefs, of which I have 
not been many days recovered. The medi- 
cines the apothecary thought proper to give 
me, (though they did me good) lowered my 
ipirits, and made me incapable of attending to 
any agreeable amufement j fo that Lady Hert- 
ford's letter remains unanfweredy and the books 
that you aiid (he recommend, unread: I cannot 
give you a ftronger proof that my diforder was 
real. It has now left me in a great meafure, and 
I will fet about what I was obliged to negle<£t„ 
but will leave Mr. Harvey's Meditations for 
the laft ; not (as the French (d;^) pour f aire bonnf 
boucbe^ but, on the contrary, becaufe I am not 
fo .eager to read them as the poems ; and my 
curiofity as to Dn Wall's Frontifpieces is 
fully Satisfied by your account of them. I Ihall 
be glad turn to fee the poem upon Sicknefs, which 
you offer to lend me. A few days ago the fub^ 

IP jca 
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je6t might have depreffed my lowered Ipirits,' 
and have made nervous cordials of no cfFeft* 
My hand ^11 trebles a jittlirr ^ perhaps you 
will perceive, which will make me (horten this 
letter y and Parfon Hall'-s cpnverfation whUft: I 
write, is anofher motive to my Ihortewflg it^ lb 
I haften, Sir^ to tell you tliaf I ajil very Hfppy 
in the thought of feeing you fooh at jBarrelb^ 
and much (Aligcd to Mifs Dolman for her ia- 
tended vifij; Every friend of yours Is welcome 
here i therefore ihe would be fo^ had I never 
fcen her : hut having had the pleafUrc of enjoy- 
ing her company at your houfe, I fhould havif 
a very bad tafte not to bedefirous of enjoying 
more of it. H^re I naturally fhould i^^.thip 
fooner you (:ome the better ; but I will tell yoy 
fincerely, that I am ajt prefent afh^med of my 
flovenly garden, which cannot be weeded, pov 
in the leaft Iprwced* up, till my ha^ is alj In j 
wbicfe employe all my ferv^ptSj apd'All the 
hands 1 can get this bufy time* Mr. Outing 
writes me word, -(hat in a fortnight he fhall be 
at Somerviles- AftoHi and tliat a few days aftef 
he will come fo BarreJla-, J)y which time I 
reckoh my liay-mjtking will be at. ah end, and 
my garden put into fomewhat better order : and 
as. I know he will be greatly pleafed to meet you 
Iier^, I hope about that time to fee you,' and 

that 



diat you Win nbt tnAe ilb flioft a ftiiy here as 
you mention. 

Tour -peti ^iTte me a very c4«ir itfeft :of Mr. 
Lyttekoh'^ teffle^ *ttd I bcBe^ I kmv/ the t^^ 
-btt wWch it fe fituAed ; but the ffropdkk you 
-make rf ifny -fi^ng ?t th fe lagrceaWe a fAahfter 
as *by gohtg tb Mr, I!teTtn»i*^, tnaftces ttie 'uii- 
^Hihg 'to tmterit ii^y'fctf with tie?««4ftg it cftify ih 
ytjfuHttter. . 

i fliftli be-tea^y to etsmtribirte *o ^fiy cuxxpq^ 
-frxgetnttA'ydu ffiaH tkitik fe 1» give to Mr. 
StnitJi^s ©fefigi*^, ^nd am ^lad Virgil's Gyow 
w33 have a ^lacc tttnoi^g them. 

1 tecum thktiks for youtcompHment 4bouc 
"rny Soh, whtfe'as tf(f^ t^ «e as 'he is duiiftiLi 
and, 1 fiatter *rt^fe'If, iefinmg: he is returned 
^rprii Tt^iy to'Spk, andiis going 'to pay his tkty 
to the I^Jng; at ttatiorer. My fDair^ter is lately 
'ffiUfried.*^f ti(^pe yonr'ftpother ts pcrfieftlyTie-. 
covered;' aiid'that you w^l pardon tfiis ftupiB 
letter, which 1 am Ture is not fraught A^itJh^the 
leaft fpirit ; but in its lowly way is very fincere, 
particularly when it affurcs you of the perfcft 
cftecm, with which I am, 
Sir, 
Your much obliged 
Fm 5 T . . ! . X and very humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH.' 
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Your letter, though dated the i^th, did not 
reach me till laft night. 

IAt laft I am inthe fafliion, and have got a 
Pantin. Mifs Patty Meredith. writes me word, 
that (he fends me a Pantin of the neweft fort, and 
' that the woman who fold it aflfured her it was 
juft arrived in England, and is reckoned to 
make as genteel a curtfy as any Mohfieur 
Pantin in Europe. She adds,, that though this 
invention miift be owned* to be a great improve- 
.ment to the diverfion of the town, there is an- 
other of later date that is worthy of admiration ; 
for there is a party of gentlemen and ladies of 
I faihion who entertain the company at Vauxhali 

I . with the moft charming harmony : the ladies 
i crow like cocks, and if any gentlemen of the 

I party are within hearing, they anfwer them by 

braying like an afs : That one Mrs. Wbolafton 
has arrived to the greateft perfeftion, and has 
the honour of being called the head of the 
party for her excellence in t|iis art. 
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LETTER XII. 

8 1 R, Bafrellsi Wednei^ay, Jaly 20th, 1748. 

AS my laft letter might poffibly prevent my 
having the plcafurc of your company fo 
foon as you intended to give it me, I take thd 
. firft opportunity of acqUaintihg you, that the 
obftacle^ are removed 5 for my hay-making is 
over, and my health is better. As to Mr. 
Quting*S'. meeting you, indeed I cannot abfo- 
lutely arifwer ; but I know he left London laft 
Monday was fevennight, with his coufin Walfli» 
and they were to come to Oxford in the ftage- 
coach, fl-ay there a day, and proceed to Jacky 
Reynalds's on horfeback ; from whence I linder- 
ftood Mr. Wallh would go to drink Cheltenham 
waten^ ^nd' Mr. Outing would, in a very 
fliort time after his arrival in Gloucefterlhire, 
ipakeme a vifit at Barrells ; and was much 
concerned he could not meet you and Mifa 
Dolman here j for I fuppofe he compre- 
hended you were coming immediately, and 
his letter was writ the 5lh inftant. I expeft 
every day to hear from him, land I imagine he 
#111 «be hcrt next week; but whether he is or 
D . no, 
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no, I ihall hope to fee you. Sir, with Mils Dol- 
man, her brother, or any friend you choofe 
to bring. If you write to me on Saturday, and 
direft it to be lefe with Mr. Williams, Painter, 
in New^ftreet, Birmingham, I have defired him 
t9 for\i?ard it; i, ^ 4« hi$ brothc© live in Hiidfy, 
he Iu5 more frequent opportunities of l^ndiiig 
thither than Mr. IrQumongcr. He has finiftied 
jny chimnpy-piece ; which he hopes will not l?c^ 
difapproved by youj Sir, to whon^ I owe the 
idea of it. 

I am aihamed to own that I have not yet 2k^^ 
fwer^d Lady Hertford's letter, nor read tho 
t^ooks ihe recommended : in fhort, I might as 
well have 1?eeA a mole and lived ynder ground^ 
or a dormpufe and ftept inceflantly, as the in^. 
fignificant animail I have been for fome timCn 
Two or three days indeed I was kept awake by 
9 vifit from Mr. Meredith, who entertained m^ 
with the many gay entertainments he had been a 
partaker of at London laft Spring ; but when he 
was goi^, I w;^ left alone with Monfieur Pantin, 
whom, J confefe, I have not wit enough to amuio 
myfelf with j fo that I feldqm let him make hia 
appearance, but when Parfon Hall comes ; for 
they ihew each other to great advantage. 

I have not fccn Mxi. Pilkington*s Memoirs, 
(except the fpecimen in the Magazine) nm 

Con. 
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Con. Philipps's Apology. I will fct about get- 
ting ibme of thefe modern books, to enable 
wc to bear a fhare in the converiation of, and 
correfpondence with, my friends ; which I am 
ienfible I am incapable of at prefent : and as I 
ihould leaft choofe to write to you of any of 
them, whilft in my ftatc of Cupidity and igno- 
rance, I abridge my letter ail I can, and haften 
to aflTure you diat I am, with great efteem. 

Sir,'' 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuXborough.' 

I (hall hope to hear the beginning of next 
week, which day I may expeft you, if you write 
On Saturday. — I write to-day to MK Outing, by 
the Evelham gardeners, to fay I hope to fee 
him by the end of next week, if not before. I 
do not know whether they will find him out. 
'^— I think you promifed me the Poem upon Sick- 
fiefs to re'ad, and I hope for (bmething upon 
economy •, which will be very wholefome for me ; 
and yet I am pcrfuaded a very agreeable medi- 
cine, as it will be made up by fuch good and 
ikilful hancls. 
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LETTER XIII. 

SIR, 

I Always refpefted your man Tom for his 
honefty and fidelity to his mailer j but at 
prdfent I refpeft him for the good tidies he 
bringetb^ which make my heart full glad. It 
is plain your thoughts and mine correfpond ; for 
I have been all the laft week confidering which 
day I fhould fix for going to the Leafowes, or 
whether I Ihould not firft defire your company 
at Barrells. — Mr. Meredith came hither laft 
Tuefday, and went for London on Thurfday. 
We talked of your charming fituation ; but 
more of your agreeable company : both which 
he wilhes to be acquainted with ; and I offered 
tp carry him to wait on you, as on Monday next, 
and faid he .might go on from thence to Cheihire; 
which he hearkened to with pleafure,^ but told 
me he w:as obliged to get there by Saturday, and 
that he intended coming here again next Friday, 
in his way thither ; fo would not jet, me write 
you word, for fear of difappointing you. I lent 
however to Mr. Hall (as I don't love to jumble 
ift a poft-chaife alone) to afk him to go with me. 

on 
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on Monday or Tucfday next; but he was 
pofting away to preach the aflize fetmon yefter- 
day at Warwick, and from thence to go to 
Rugby the latter end of this week ; where he ex- 
perts to receive his final anfwer about the Living 
of Harborough ; and in cafe he fucceeds, will 
be obliged to ride about the country ftill farther i 
but if not, will return to Henley next Saturday, 
and wait upon you with me, as he writes me 
word. In this uncertain ftate, confufed by all ^ 
thefc half engagements, your trufty 'fquire 
found me, and feemed come to my relief, by 
bringing me word you was ready to make me 
happy in . your company, and Mr. and Mifs 
Dolman's and your brother's, at my cell. Now 
the beft way I can think of to decide of this 
affair is, that I ihould go, at all events, to the 
Leafowes on Monday to dinner; and that ye 
all return with mc, or immediately after me, to 
Barrells, as beft fuics you ; by which means I 
ihall have more of your company, and I may 
attend Mr. Meredith to a place he is fo defirous 
to fee if he can put off his journey to that day ; 
which I am apt to think he may eafily do, as 
Birmin^am is in his way home: fo he will 
only dine at the Leafowes, where I propofe, 
with your leave, to take a night's lodging ; as 
you was fo kind to defire : By which means I 
D 3 Ihall 
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ihall have more of your company^ and (hall 
fee your improvemems more at leifure 5 and yoy^r 
woods will afFor(l a different fccncry, wheh they 
arc embrowned by the ftiade of the evening, or 
when the moon glimmers through their leaves : 
whereas I have never yet feen them but in full 
fun-lhine, and when walking (had it been in any 
other place) had been a toil. If you do not 
write me aline to the contrary, by Thurfday's 
poft, you will fee me next Monday, the 7th in- 
ftant, at your Ferffie ernie : and I hope to bring 
you on the 8th, to my Ferme negligee \ for tiiat 
you will find it. Having had fo much com- 
pany in my hoyfe, and the hay-jiarveft having 
employed my fervants, the gardens were ne- 
gleded juft when they ought to have been put 
in order ; and the dry time has prevented the 
i^ew-laid turf from joining 5 and my paviUion, 
when almoft finiihed, was pulled down agaiti 
in part, to add to it a Ihrine for Venus : fo that 
1% is ftill uncovered ; and the rofes, i&c. afc all 
faded, and give an ugly afpedt to my Ihrub- 
bery; which waits your dircftions to be new 
modelled : Bat in this impctfejft condition, if 
it affords ever fo littk pleafiire to Mr. Dolman^ 
it will have donp part of what I wifh it to do : 
and though I cannot treat him fo elegantly as J 
treated you with truffles and Cafladirbread, he 

. " ^' will 
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will be heartily wdcome to the beans sifld bacon 
my Farm produces, and to the phcefc of iiiy own 
dairy.-—! do not ^MK>nd(^ your neighbours vifif 
you frequently ; but I wi(h they do not envy yout 
and endeavour to fpy fomc fault. I am pcr- 
iuaded I (haU like your (hiall Gothic building 
bett^ than their huge one. — I am proud of 
iiaving mentioned the carpet pavement. I be* 
)ieve the Duchefs ofSomerfec's is not famous 
enough to have given occafion to the words 
fpoken by the }adies that vifitcd yours. I ani 
^SiiCo proud of having fhewn my approbation of 
your place, and of the manner of your improv- 
ing it» ev$n in its infancy % fince it is now uni- 
verfally admired by all who haye any juft pre* 
tenfions to tafte. 

I fhould have begun my letter with con- 
dolence upon yovr late illncfs, and congratula- 
tbns upon your recovery ; but as it would hav« 
done yoo no good, you will excufe my negledr, 
and be ib juft as to believe, that, though it is 
mentioned laft in my letter, my good wifhes for 
ypur health and happinefs are ever uppermoft 
in my mind, however derange the manner of 
cipreffing them in my letters may be : for what 
|hey want in form, they have in fmcerity ; which 
P 4 I am 
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J am apt to think you cfte?m better than form* 
Sq I Ihall only call myfelf 

Sinoercly yours, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 

The clergyman, who has troubled the prefs 
with his Lanientations over Polyanthos*s, and 
has prefixed my name to his performance, is one 
Mr. Perks, of Coughton, whom I never faw 
but twice ; and he had never ken BarrcUs when 
he wrote it, but came to fee it, in order to mak« 
his Dedication in praife of it. But I think he 
forms his fuppofition of my taking delight in 
flowers (not from my Shrubbery, but) from the 
art, with which he fays I have adorned my 
apartments. Parfon Allen, who does not pre- 
tend to be a poet, has made a Dedicat^'on ia 
imitation of the othdr 5 but, I think, better. 

Second Postscript \ or. More Lafi Words. 

My Daughter owes me a grudge for not 
carrying her to the Leafowes, and I reprbach 
myfelf for it : but the day we were at Birming* 
h4.m, it never ceafed raining. 
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DEDICATION 

OF A 

PASTORAL ELEGY 

HUMBLY IMITATED. 



(Mr. Pe&ks's Dedicadon to Lady Luxborough, 
correded by Parfon AllM.) 

HEre fragrant flow'rs refrdh the mufiqg fair, 
Whilft zq^hyrs waft their odours thro* the 
air. 
Luxuriant Ihoots, with one united blow. 
Rival the colours of the various bow. 
The warbling fongfters on the bloflpm'd thorn 
Stretch their melodious throats, wd wake the 

morn. 
The bee laborious hums around the biower. 
And fips the balmy fwccts of ev'ry flower. 

Tis 
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*Tis thus the varied fcene treats every fcnfe ; 
Difplays the charms of youth smd innocence. 

Within, new objeds ftrike the wond'ringeye, 
gflind ftrokes of fculpture with the pencil vye. 
Here breathing ftiadows each apartoient grace, 
^d meagfis boftos fliew their marble filce. 
The robed Peer, full drawn, majeftic ftands, 
^nd mimic miniature in motley bands. 
There Natvire's fports, from India's diftant ihore^ * 
Or dre(sH iaigilter wd&^ of dUd in tttA 
See heaps of lhe|}s, old Ocean's glofly (tore, 
^ave l^t their briny cells, and wt^ ^^ moie | 
Beneath the rolling wave no longer fleep, 
Swept from the roc]c3 and caverns of the deep ; 
Some ikilft)lThan(} the pleafiag taik purftte^ 
And add new lui|re to their native hue. 
TThq grotto's pti4e, when gay ly interchange, 
They fliine, in regular confufion rang'd. 
But O ! thii lovclieft fight is yet coftcealM, 
By huittim tat never to be ttwlj'd, 
Hcreev'ry fiow'r>.that decks th'enamell'd meads, 
Pr thro* the grove its vclmal beauty fjircads. 
In lively tints fo natural, fo true, 
A pictt ttabWf pfciftft Titito never drew. 
ThiisTaftc polite, and Judgment more ttfin^di 
Feaft the adniiring eye, and cultivate the mind. 
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l'e T T E H XIV. 



IjH A V E juft time to tdl you, that 1 
received your moft agrct&ble and obliging 
ktter yefterday } and (hall be glad of yout 
company and ydpr Bwther's, ice. next Wednes- 
day, being to dine at Mrs. Chefter's on Tuefday. 
—Outing writes word tliat if his coufin returns 
to London^ as he intends, next Monday, he wi}l 
come for two or three days to Barrells ; and 
hopes to meet you apd Mifs Dolman.— A re- 
port prevails at Henley which would give me 
great concern, but that your letter being dated 
^lafl: Sunday makes me think it almoft impoflible 
to be true : y^t it ihocked me a good deal to 
hear the many circomftances repeated belonging 
to this fuppoied fatal accident ; which is, that 
Mn Dolman was drowned laft Thurfday, being 
a fifhing in Grove Field, near Warwick ; and 
that his corpfe was brought to Litchfield on 
Friday, and on Saturday two gentlemen kt out 
fq>arate roads for Oxford to get his fcholarfliip ; 
one of which brought this news to the Swan, 
and told it to Mr. ]H[all and Mr. Holyoak, and 

another 
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another Oxford fcholar whom Mr. Hall is ac- 
quainted with, came the next day to Henley 
and confirmed the fame, expreffing ^reat con- 
cern. They added, that Mr. Welch's fon, of 
Grove Park, was filhing with Mr. Dolman, but 
could not fave.him -, aad that his eftate conies 
to his fift^r. How to reconcile all this wil^ 
your fending me his compliments in your Icttfcr 
on Sunday, fome GEdipus muft determine. 
I will hojpc it is as falfe as it is true that I 
am, Sjr, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 
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Barreila* Taefday night, Auguft z^d, 174$. 
SIR, , 

IT is well I am an invalid y but even that 1 
fear will not be an excule fuffieient for my 
delaying thanks, fo greatly due to you. Sir, to 
Mifs Dolman, and to your Brother, for the 
friendly vifit.you made me at Barrells ; whidh I 
fmcerely affure you gave me both health and 
pleafure : f or I look upon ibefe two as infepat- 

rablc 
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rable companions : and I am certain the mggei 
walk to Ulenhall Chapel (hc^wever conducive 
to bealib^ according to the Phyfician, or to bi^ 
pimfs^ accordiBg to, the Divine) would never 
have, inclined me to undertake it, had not the 
compgi^y I was with finoothed die road, and ^ 
levelled the ruts^ for fuch was the effe& it 
had at leaf): upon my imagsnation. But the 
roa4& are ^ rtn^b as ever, and I as la:ty ; which 
fliews . that we^ hermiU are ;to blame, droning^ 
away, our time! in /^(ur cells.. For my parr; I had 
a fever, and kept nxy: bed yefterday : I am not 
very ftrong to-day 5 but to refiore *my ftrengtb 
and. healthy (at leaft to giv^ me pltafvire) 1 pnK 
pofe to wait on MifSr Dolman at Brome next 
Mooday (the 29th} to breakfaft and dinner ;^ 
and to return to Barrells after viewing thi€iafUs 
Caftle at H^gley. I will then deliver to you 
the books you lent me, as alfo the green manu-. 
icxiffi whiqh I fo much valued myfelf upon 
bavipg^ftole fron^ your pocket. Nodiing could 
ms^keme rcleafe^it but your.f^omife in your 
laft letter of giving tf me with Additions. Tbcft 
irib^H always c^v^t; and amendments I Ihall 
i^ver r/^qmire. . 1 

I hi^re. not yet bem well enough to anfwer 
Lady Hcrtfxd's. Iftterj fp have not fent her 
aoy thing more of yours. Queen Elizabeth 

•: ypu 
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you know flie tki^ ; and as j/Be pleafed btf H 
ircU as myfelf in her firft dreft, I have not fettt 
her in the other. 

Bifr. Outing (fMwthftM^g^ the fyUabut») 
arrived here about two days after you left W^i- 
vickttiire. He fetk me nothing about maid^; 
or widows •, but does not feem very ready t^ 
make new fylkteiriis^ nor to ftH^gst €4d friends r 
but I confeis that his negleOivig ilie opporttmif)^ 
of tdling them fo, doesnot icr liis fn^tkiftitp e& 
to the befl: adiiraiit%e.. Ftrha|>s he leav^ tbote 
marks c^ it w tbe 4^>'t^^ tbem appear iif 
die vaost t^plendent manner when he has held 
out the lantera of truth fid etitighten them, as 
tahis late feemkigly remtfs^ cMdiift. And upoa 
dus affair heis n4w I beliieveieofiployed) having 
afl»d ibr ink and paper. 

I think Ifawi a locuft on Sunday laft: Mr* 
Bradley found it m his corn fingly. If it is one, 
one might call it ^ filing gra/b^ppk ; for it is ex^ 
stftly like the grafhoppes^ oiily two inches and a- 
haif long, dud h|s a bcowrf ceni|^Iexion,' and- fix- 
ftet and four swings; and^caits teaves. 

Smfclfa Defignd would undmrt^tedly (if welf 

coloured) be delightful objefts, as I ftrppofr 

them all drai^n ifl peri^ftive r and for^ t!ic co- 

llHiriBg, you' nied-bfe in ho leafir of cither error 

; .. . ' ., ,;*.,,:. >' .'.■-'*■ • ' or 

.6 
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My aicbcs ^le as hollow as Vfken yo« left 
thofn, Th^ nv^ I h«ve vot f^qt } and th« in> 
folded ^Ji^rmm I-had alfm^ forgot, for want 
(^ieelng^ place.. Such indolence isiqexcu* 
i4fH i yet it dpe? not ouke me in the fmalleft 
^egm fotget^ of what ifg^uds my friends* 
IH*}" #|b*k adjrif^t which I am ever grsM«fu) 
%, and wiih only J had fptcits'giod enough (9 
I»#fli9i ih9.<9c«@un<»:9f Che wccktami 

IV% paper jHow* me ooiy w fey, that J 

*?»♦ 

Tew ftudiAii Ibrvant, 

fl. LuXBOROFOH.' 
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SIR, , 

XT «s wii^ fft%% pleafiuie | l^arn wkhia thdc 
1^ ho9c$» t]M^|.3aittll$ t$ d^t miles nearer 
tQ th^ JUa^Mfieis .ik»q IJi^yet I^tfaiei^ thpught it ) 
aii^ i^at the ^It.nsQ I 1^ ^m^ w idea 
$4 ?<^ l^s<velW <^^& tQ l)Qw]jng.grecA$. Sucb 

is 
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ii' thfc accodnt my friend Johnfon gives; whd 
ferves me with coals; lives at Northficld; h 
acqtfiintcd wkh Haks Owen^ the Grange^ and 
n^ith the LekifGweSy where he fays lives one Mr. 
Shenftone. He, by my defirc, puts my poftil- 
lion into that lucfcy road to-morrow to carry 
you this letter ; by which I acquaint you of the 
pleafiire I propofe from it: for^n cafe it pr6ve$^ 
ins be fays ; and that yoii are not otherwife erv 
gaged, you will fee me at theLeafowes any^ 
day you pkafe to riame, either df this week x>t 
the next after Wcdnefday. *\Au Outing and 
Mr. Hall will accompany me : and we propole 
going early in, tterniorning aqd returning at 
night to Barrells.— You fee. Sir, what an agree- 
able place, adorned with tafte, and more agree* 
able conyerfation, fubjedts you to : yet you 
might for this feafon have efcaped the trouble 
of our company, had it not been for your neigh- 
bour JoHnfcaf s gopi r^ortjy ^Oy':,3iad he been 
a divine, might perhaps have conduced more 
pUgriola to.nhcaven by this hyom^hlt account^ 
than others have done by the merit they pro- 
poftf to them, in reward for labouring tbrougjfi 
thorns, and ftruggKng with daf^ers ; and maglk 
by the fame rule have freed you from the inter- 
ruption our vifit may -give to; eremitical reoi^ 
ment; ifjlikfe other more piou^ divinee^ h* 
7 had 
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liad left your roads as rugged and perilous as 
they appeared to us before he traced them out. 

I write a line to Mifs Dolman, (whom I hope 
to medt at your houfe} and return Her Pilking- 
ton's Memoirs, which entertainied riie agfeeably* 
I find, upon reading them over, that the pcr- 
fon fo often rtientioned and diftinguilhed by 
the letters. J. W— -^le; is Mr. Worfdalc the 
Painter. 

• I fuppbfe Saturday or Monday next Will not 
be difagreeable to you for our vifit : but leave 
it to your choice. 

Pardon this fcrawl, wtotc after midnight; 
and be fo kind as either to fend my fervant to 
Broom with my meffage to Mifs Dolman, and 
the l?ook ; or elfe to take charge of them for 
her. 

My coiripliments to Mr. Jbfeph Shcnftonc* 



LETTER 
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Barrellsy Sejpt. iith, 174$. 

YOUR bepevqkiKe^ Sir^ to your friend? 
does Q9t leave them at joi^r gtj^ b^% 
accompanies them home -, and, left it fhp^kl aoc 
remain in their memory, is refrofhcd by ntw 
p^ks of it. J^s fi)^h I lool^ upon yaur tDcS^agf 
and letter to-day ; and have the plcafure tp af- 
fure yoi;i, in aofwer to your kind enquiry, that I 
^B^fax f rpn? Ippdjly fuffering, thaf I am better 
in health than I fa^ve been for fome time paft $ 
90^ fP^Y mind i$ greatly regaled by the idea? 
your charming fituation and more charming, 
improvements have, indulged it with. I muft 
in p^tIC^lg^ conmnend your k& alteration; for 
I never faw a more advantageous one than the 
clew you have given to lead to your wood, &c. 

Your apologies in point of lodgmg, fuppofe 
me to have heglefted your invitation, for fear 
of not meeting with fo good a one at the Lea- 
fowes as in the ruts of the Port-way, or fomc 
dirty lane nearer home ; which might have been 
fur lot, ^ It ^as dark. But I hope you will do 

mc 
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ftie rtorc jufticfe than to fuppofe I would have 
been fo unkind to myfelf as to have quitted i 
place where I was fo preffingly invited, arid 
fo agreeably entertained, had 1 not been obliged 
to return hothc that night. But left you (hould 
think this a coihplimenti I profnife faithfully 
{and as it is fot thy own fake,, you may believe 
mt) to ftay, next time 1 go to the Leafowes, aU 
that hight, and as far of the next day as yoi| 
Aall think reafonable and fafe for travelling* 
This promife^ or rather threat, you may depend 
Ujpon: fobcwart* 

I was glad of the hon(nir of meeting Lord 
Dudley arid his Sifter at your houfe -, and hope 
for that of feeing them at mine. The reft of 
the eoiiipany which happened to come to you 
were extremely agreeable j and I regretted no* 
thing but want of ddy4ight which deprived me \ 
of fo many pleafures at once. 

As to Parfoft Hall, I never thought there was 
tey offence given him : if there was, / gave it 
fifft J but being unconfcious of it, I never made 
him an expufe ; but, on the contrary, reproached 
him for leaving my chaife a quarter of a mile 
from home ; where, when I came, I found him 
v^ty^ good-humoured, and he lay here. How- 
ever^ when I received your letter this afternoon, 
I fcnt it to him to Henley to read : he returned 
E 2 it 



5^ LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

> it immediarely, with the inclofed anfwer ; and I 
believe him fo fincere, that he never once ima- 
gined any perfon could take any thing that was 
faid but as a joke : and I confefs myfelf not only 
{ojincersy but alfo (o ftupid, that I did not con- 
ceive it could be fuppofed otherwife ; or that 
what was faid was capable of admitting of any- 
other interpretation, till your letter reminded 
me, that perhaps before ftrangers it might not 
be proper : but if fuch is the cafe, before 
ftrangers one muft few up one's mouth, and 
be exceeding bad company, left they Ihould 
imagine one wants common humanity to one's 
own friend ; which would here be the cafe, as 
I look upon Mr. Hall as mine. 

In the hurry yefterday of pleafure and fatigue, 
I forgot to return thanks for a fine greyhound 
I received from the Leafowes by my fervant 
the laft time I fent. He has catched me a hare ; 
and feems of a race to catch many.— I beg my 
beft compliments to Mr. Jofeph Shenftone, 
v/hofe obliging temper is to be liked by all, and 
is much regarded by me. 

I fuppole Mifs Dolman is returned to Broom ; 
but hope you will make my compliments to her 
and her Brother in the moft friendly manner; 
and wifh fo many miles and rugged ways did 
not part us. I begin to envy the ants, who are 

hid 
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hid from the world, and the world from them, 
till the fummer fun returns to enliven it. This 
you will fay is a fad profpeft I have propofed 
to my view ; perhaps more really ferious than 
Mr, Hervey's of the Tombs ! But true however 
it is, that winter in the country is too folemn 
to give pleafure, though it may give awe ; and 
I love it as much as a child does a rigid parent. 
But to put off the evil day, I hope you will aflift: 
by lengthening out the autumn as long as pof- 
fible, by yoyr company here and your Brother's, 
and by your agreeable letters when I do not fee 
you.^ — I dare not name the Green Book now, 
though precious to me -, for you have paid great 
intereft for the loan of it, by the fix lines you 
lent me to-day, which are delightfully pretty ; 
and which Lord Dudley and myfelf ought 
to think ourfelves honoured by : but yet, the 
intereft paid, t\\t principal is ftill due, and the 
Green Book is ftill my objeft. Whatever 
you write, or defign, is fo ; therefore it is faying 
Tio more than you have heard me fay before ; 
and which I am hopeful you will believe, 
knowing that I deferve by my fincerity to be 
efteemed 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

E 3 H. LUXBOROUGH. 
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P. S. Mr. S^ndoFs fpeaking of the diinco-^ 
fion of his Optic Glaffes^ yeftcrday, put me in 
mind of meafuring mine. It is near three inches 
and a half diameter, convex on one fide, and flat 
on the other -, in which latter account it re-. 
fembles his : but I hope yoa will have fomc- 
further inftruftions from him ahaut il, as lio 
fccms to be very ingenious and curious^ and I 
may glean after you. 



LETTER XVIIL 

S I R> ^arrelk, Sanday» October igtb, i^^^S^ 

THE impatience with which I wai^d foe 
the pleafure of heading from you> ia a^^^ 
fwer to my laft, I looked: upon a^ a proof tihat 
nothing I could read w^ fo ^reeable to me asi 
what you wrote : and h«d I been doubtful in 
my opinion, your letter and Autumn verfca 
would have confirmed it. This i%. no compli*. 
^ent, nor am I guiUy of flattery. I fpeak myi 
mind •, fo that if I am guilty of an errory it muft^ 
be in ^'udgment ; and I do not believe it pof- 
fible, even for all your modefty, to pack a jury 
that would fi^d nje (o in ibis cafe : yet juj^ as I 

am 
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^m t6 your writings, t am partial to the autumn 
fcafon -.—perhaps you will become fo when 
grown fomewhat older ; and not exclaim againft 
that penfive feafon (as you call it) which, if it 
does not afford all the gaieties of fpfing and 
fummer, is however attended with fewer, difap- , 
pointments. Would you in fpring enjoy the 
beauty of your parterre, a fudden (hower drives 
you home j in fummer you are obliged to fliut 
out the delicious profpe^t of the ripened grain 
and the various labours of the peafant, left, 
like him, you ihould be fcorched by the fun- 
beams, which your fpreading waters rcfleft the. 
more ftrongly, or be catchcd, though under the 
fhelter qf an oak, by the mercilefs lightning : 
whereas in autumn, though more languid, the 
fun has ftill power to chear, and its gentle 
heat caufes no pain ^ it ftill ferves to ripen 
fruits, which are to be your confolation in win- 
ter 5 and though the days are fhort, every hour 
of them may be enjoyed in meads and groves, 
where indeed the trees lofe their verdure •, but 
it is no more than changing their drefs (as fomc 
lowly nymphs have done of late) from a plain 
green gown to a rich brocade mi}^ed with ten 
thoufand Ihades : and as it is wove by xhfi hw4 
of Nature, Ihould ftill pleafe in its vmety^ 
though not equally zS m its bl«66m j nor Ihould 
E4 ' its 
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its more iblenin and decent appearance antici- 
pate by refleftion the rigours of winter. Too 
foon fhcwill make her ihivering naked appear- 
ance, and make us wifli ourfelves buried with 
the ant, till fpring returns, unlefs fome focial 
friends aflemble (a$ at Barrells in 1747) to 
fupply with their converfation the abfence of 
the fun.— I cannot perfuade Mr. Outing to 
allow of my indulgence to autumn -, though, to 
favour my argument. Nature has been fo rer 
markably kind this laft Oftober to adorn my 
Shrubbery with the flowers that ufually blow 
at Whitfuntide, and deck my apple-trees with 
bloflbms, which we faw upon two of the trees 
three days' ago, and have now primrofes and 
polyanthufes growing. Perhaps it is not fo at 
the Leafowes i for though the fame fun lights 
us, it may be clouded over there, and your 
flowers withered all when Thomfon died, — Na- 
ture indeed fliould mourn for one who fung fo 
well her praifes -, but that debt paid, and his 
urn placed in your grove, (fo worthy of its re- 
ception) flie will no longer weep her Poet, but 
adopt you her favourite ^o fucceed him. — His 
Caftle of Indolence I have read at laft^ and ad- 
mire feveral parts of it. He makes the Wi- 
2:ard's Song moft engaging : but, as Lady Heru 
ford obferVes, it is no wonder ; for 

^* He needs no Maft tyho dilates from the Heart;"* 

and 
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and Thomfon's heart was ever devoted td that 
Archimage. Do not copy him too nearly ia 
that; it would be cruel to your friends, if, 
like him, 



■ your ditty fwect 



** You loathed much to write, nor cared to repeat," 

I ihall be glad to fee the model of your urn ; 
but more glad to fee the urn itfelf in your 
grove, and its Ihadow trembling in your tranf- 
parent ftream. I hope it will be well executed, 
as it will give you a penfive pleafure, and to aJI 
who fee and read how you have celebrated the 
memor)'' of one who fo well deferved it. Fu- 
ture urns no doubt will be raifed to you, but 
long may they remain unneceflary ! though, 
according to your propofing to end your labours 
(which is ending your pleafures) as foon as two 
more things are erefted, I fliould look upon 
your death as very near, and that you imagine 
he is to fnatch you to his arms juft as you arc 
laying the laft white brick of thefecond garden- 
feat : fo;- no lefs a monarch than he could flop 
the courfe of your elegant improvements" If I 
guefs right, the moft rapid current, or (what 
is yet ftronger) the moft afpiring ambition might 
as^ well be flopped as your inclination ceafe 
^hich forces you to adorn your villa, or ever 
' ' your 
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ycmr taftc delccnd for the vulgar rule of leavii^ 
things as you found them, t ofteii wi(h I hsA 
fead that fame ufeful vulgar prudence ;. arfd yet 
haw afhamcd fhould I have been of it^ wheii 
friends of tafte haid fctenf ttic cnjay the chillies 
and nettles that adorned this favage place,' as 
contentedly as the afs that feeds on them ! 

If your expfffiulatiom with Mr. Lyttelton were 
}rup]fu^y hisNifit was as much fo; and upon 
fiich occafions 1 never love to be behind-hand 
Ijrith ^eat people. 

The eldeft fon of Archimage, and the little 
jrawmi fat oily Jylan of Grod, talk of making you 
a vilit |he week that is now coming in ; and 
for that I waited tq write : but unlefs weather, 
roads, and all CQf^ygi^nces confpire, I tell the 
iQnpei?^ I am fure he will not fet out. But he 
iays I do not form a right notion of hina -, fo I 
leave it tq him tq prove. la the nxean time^ 
they dcfire their compliaiei^ts tayouj J fup- 
pofe I need not fay I mean Mr. Outing and Mr. 
Hall.— I will fend DodHqy's three volumes by 
them.-«As to your thqught ^bout iniproving 
the Show-box, I do not defpifc it for believing 
you took it from die thing called London 
Cries, which children play with ; for the grea| 
Handel has told me that the hints of his very 
beft fongs have feyeral of th?m, be?n owing tq 

th.^ 
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die founcb in has etrs of cries ia the ftiWQt : m4 
wky may your eyes not tdkc a hktt fr^na tht 
manner in which they mc ciihihrited io the foro^ 
mentioned little machine? but I qscftion if it ' 
can be fo well performed in fo large a thing as 
thefe machines we have. The paper would 
rumple if not fattened to pafteboard, and if 
fattened, would be too ttifF to roll round the 
roUers^; yet I do not know whfther ^ as yOtt 
obferve, fome fort of canvas might not do. It 
would be- a good amufemeat ift the Wizard'3 
Cattle; for by this means it would give no 
trouble to bring all the beautiful gardens and 
palaces of the world to your view, as his chry- 
ftal globe by turning fhewed him the various 
turns of man. For my part, I propofe to have 
at my Cattle oi^Barrells bolus's Harp ; a mufic 
which will never ceafc here as long as the wind$ 
maintain th^ir power. 

I do not complain of your punftuality as to 
paying intereft for the Green Book ; but I am 
ftili as impatient for the principal, as if you 
liad allowed me nothing to live on. I am alfo 
jealous of the Red Book, vrho robs me I fear of 
your time, Mr. Outing's anxiety is for the 
Redone; fo I cxpeA no compaffion from him: 
^11 I defire is, that, whether green- or red, you 
^ill let mc have fom of pur ff^crks to fobfiffi 

upon 
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vpon this winter: and if I did not fear to 
make too many demands at once, I would alfo 
beg forfme of your company. . 

I am. Sir, 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, , 

H. LUXBOROUGH* 



J. P T T E R XIX. 

SIR, Parfclls, November 2d, 1748. 

IN fhe Uft ktter I wrote you (which L hope 
you received) I promifed to fend you 
Dodfley's Mifcellany by Mr, Outiqg and Mr, 
H^U the >ye?k f9Uowing-, but finding they 
have not yet fixed a day for their journey, I am 
refolved to venture fending the books by your 
faithful poftwoman^ (to whom Mr. Bradley will 
deliver them) rather thar} to w^it any jonger for 
meflengers who may perhaps m?ver perform 
their promife : for the beauties of autumn will 
foon decay, though they are not decayed yet j 
;he roads grow bad, and the days, which are 
^ilready fhort, will be Ihorter ; and Mr. Outing'? 
^yfinefs, which obliges him to be in LoncJoij 

before 



_J 
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before this month is out, may ^1 fcrvc as rea* 
fons perhaps for their not going to the Lea- 
fowes this year, and may be the caufe of my 
feeming to negleft what you defire of me 5 which 
I am incapable of: and therefore, injufticeto 
myfclf, I fend the books another way -, but in 
juftice to Mr. Outing, (whom I often accufc of 
indolence) I muft fay that his inclination and 
fricndlhip in this cafe got the better of his lazi- 
nefs, and of every dragon that might fall in his 
way to obftrufl: his journey ;• but not caring to go 
alone fo far, and Mr. Hall being bent upon the 
fanje vifit, they agreed to go together -, and the 
latter, after fixing feveral days, and being pre- 
vented by his Father's illnefs once, and various 
things at other times, tells Mr. Outing now 
that he has no. horfe, and had rather defer going 
till fpring 9 ib that I forefee Mr. Outing will 
be deprived of the pleafure he propofed for the 
prefent, unlefs you will be fo good as to come 
to Barrells, where you would not only fee him, 
but give me the pleafure of your company, 
which you did promife me when I faw you laft ; 
and which will make me very happy : fince I 
value it greatly in the blooming feafon of the 
year, you may judge what a cordial it will be 
in the frozen folitary feafon that approaches. I 
ought not indeed to invite you at fuch a time, 

but 
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but it is a proof that I am fenfibk 6f yotUr g^wd 
nature, i;«rbich take* pleafure in nothing fo mitidi 
a$ in obligingly and I have for that reafon vwi- 
tured to poiftt out the way in which f(m mi 
iure of obliging greatly, 

Sir» 

Your faithful humble Icryflrtt, 

H. LtT5tftditdtft>rit. 

P. S. Could you lend me the Sbmtkmk ? It 
IS for Mr. Allen to read once more* 

Mr. Outing begs his compliments to ydU^ 
and hopes you will be convinced (aild I hop^fc thd 
fame) that, rtotwithftanding my jokt aboi*t }us 
lazinefs in my former letter, he was ready afid 
defirous to perform this journey ; and he ti(n$ 
repente waiting for Mr. Hall •, fo that you can- 
not fcruple favouring him with your coft|>afiJ^ 
here i or if you ffiould be fo ceremonious dt 
that, /might yet claim a vifit from yoU. 

My beft compliments, pray, at Brooth, and 
to your Brother, whom I hope to fee hefc.*—I 
am impatient for the Green Book.--Mr. Outing 
and I are gathering flower-feeds proper for your 
grove •, which I will fend you to fow in fpring, 
with fome Star of Bethlehem and fome Layers of 
Pa£ion Flowers for your Hermit, and to makcJ 

your 
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your Hemiitjige nsore proper for the reception 
of Mr, jwms Hervey, if he Qtould travel your 
way, 

LETTER XX. 

IbMrrells, Snad^j Ereptag* Nor. ijdi, 1741. 
S I Rt 

TH E uncertainty of my receiving an an- 
fwer from you in due time, according to 
the date, and alfo my prefent uncertainty as to 
which day of this month I am moft likely to 
have the pleafure pf your company at Barrells,. 
and, abpve all, the fear of being by Ibme ac- 
cidieot deprived of it, or by my abfence fecm 
uiid^fervifig of it, are all reafons ;?vhich oblige 
me without the leaft delay to acquaint you, 
that, before I received your laft welcome letter, 
I had yielded to Mr. and Mrs. Reynalds's ftrong 
invitation to Somervile's-Afton ; where, had I 
refqfed to gp, yet Mr. Outing muft have gone, 
having part of his wardrobe there (as his firft 
yifit from London wa§ to them) 5 as alfo, fomc 
bufinefs which he fays he muft go to finifh, even 
if I ihould again be prevented from going where 
I have been fo longf expedted : and I dare fay 
9 you 
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you would be forry to find him gone.frorri 
Barrells ; and more foj to have a fedond ticnc? 
reafon to think his friendfhip remifs in its duty. 
Therefore, Sir, thefe confiderations weighed, I 
determine to fend a meflenger to the Leafowes 
to-morrow with this, and my compliments to 
you and- Mr. Jofeph Shchftdne ^ * and to ac- 
quaint you, that our day of march from Bar- 
rells to Afton is fixed for Friday next, the i8th 
inftant ; and that of our return for the' Friday 
following, the 25th : and we fliall depend upon 
feeing you the firft moment your bufmefs or 
inclination permits. How readily would my 
pen and wifhes fix the 26th, that being the 
earlieft moment ; but you obferve in your let- 
ter to Mr. Outing, that fixing days is an en- 
croachment upon liberty j therefore I am filent, 
and fubmit to the time which fuits your con- 
vcniency. And as I do not intend to make any 
more excurfions till fpring returns, and do not 
expe^ any company here, I fear no interrup- 
tions from this fide the Lichee^ (how do you 
fpell it ?) and flatter myfelf there will be none 
on the other : then Ihall I fee you arrive per- 
haps through fnow or rain, which will heighten 
my gratitude, but moderate my joy. The 
Green Book will add greatly to my pleafure, 
and your converfation will make me prefer 

winter 
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"Vi^ef to my "favourite autumn, though I have 
refufed that preference to fpring : but to fay 
the truth, no feafon can be difagreeable in com- 
pany one likes ; nor none agreeable with the 
iiilipid or unfociable, the unfriendly, or the un- 
meaning, the defigning, the tale-bearing, the 
pedantic, or the ignorant, &c. &c, from all 
which nlay the Divine Powers deliver us ; and 
may 1 foon enjoy the reverie company in my 
chinriney corner ! then ihall I be agreeably erl- 
tertained ; Mr. Outing be eafcd from his fears 
lof not feeing you before he leaves the country; 
tLnd Mr. Hall be enabled to make his oWn excu- 
fes to you, and in particular to Mr. Jofeph Sheri-^. 
fione for not performing his promife. He feems 
p~dhit'edt, and I galled him a little, though with 
your gentle and kind reproaches, which he felt, 
^notwithdandihg at that' iiiffarit he was wrapt In 
ccftacies of joy and admiration^ for he had pur- 
chafed art' kicomparaWe horf^the day before* 
The beauty of novelty is great with him ; but it 
will betfecayed before this month is out, and, he 
will then have /the more time to give you marks 
jof hisjriendlhip -, which I dare fay is always fin- 
cere, and not tranfient, as his paflion for his 
horfe may be.-^Now 1 have anfwered for him, 
F permit 
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permit me to fay for myfclf, that I am inoft 
ftcadily, Sir, 

Your firiccrc and obliged 

humble fervant, 

H« LuXBOROUOH. 

If it fuited you to go with us to Somerviles- 
Afton, I can anfwer for your welcome there, 
as well as for the additional pleafure it will be 
to me and to Mr. Outing ; who would tell 
you fo himfelf, but the meflenger who is io 
carry the letter cannot wait ; and he expels tf> 
fee you fo foon, that my pen only ipeaks for 
Ixim npw. 

, Lord Dudley gave me hopes of coming to Bar- 
rells, which would do me honour and pleafure. 



LETTER XXL 

Wooton, Sunday Evening* Nov. notby 1748. 
SIR, 

TH E inclofed, of ancient date, will inform 
you of the dilemma I have been in.— Hav-^ 
ing a kind of hofpital of lick fervants was no 

agreeable 
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sigreeable circumftance -, and the fear of difo- 
bliging my friends at Somervilcs-Afton, or of 
ihiffing of the plcafure of your company at 
BarrcUs; had you come whilft I was there,* 
were reafons that dimlnilhed the happinefs I 
propoftd by both thofe vifits 5 mine to them, 
and yours to me. To prevent thefe misfor- 
tunes, I was fending a meffenger to the Lea- 
fbwes with the inclofed, when my houfekeeper 
was taken dangerouHy ill, and obliged me to 
fend my meflenger to Afton, inftcad of the Lea- 
fbwes, to acquaint them I could not go thither 
according to my promile : but he met Mr. 
Reynalds on the road coming to fetch me. He 
ftayed with me from Tuefday till Thurfday, 
every moment expcdting you ; and the more 
fb, as he found by me, that your defign was to 
come whilft Mr. Outing's bufinefs permitted 
him to ftay in Warwickfhire, which was not to 
exceed this month. In (hort, Mr. Reynalds 
left me^on Thurfday, but infifted upon my 
promifirig to go to Afton on Wcdnefday next, 
and you with me (for he concluded you would 
be at Barrels now, becaufe it wants but ten 
days of the end of thp month). — ^My fervant is 
got pretty well. — Mr. Outing is ftill here, 
though he cxpefts every day or hour to receive 
a lummons to go to London 5 and Mr. Rey* 
F 2 nalds 
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nalds has fent his fervant purpofely to-day with 
a letter to defire us not to fail to go on 
Wednefday, and that he will come again to 
fetch me > and alfo an invitation to you to go 
with \is : already he has contrived to keep room . 
foe you, therefore you will not ftay away upon 
a fuppofition of any inconvenience to him. I 
Ihall return home on Wednefday, the 30th inft. 
and (hall hope you will return with me, and 
enliven this melancholy feafon by your agreeable 
company, — Mr. Outing defpairs of feeing you, 
unlefs'you come to Aftoh with 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 



LETTER XXIL 

SIR, * Barrellsy December 12th, 174S. 

METHINKS I fee you by your chimney- 
fide, your pen in your hand, and the 
Red or Green Book before you, juft going to 
exprefs with poetical elegance fome refined or 
fublime thought, which might have afforded 
pleafure and improvement to prefent and future 
ages ; when you are interrupted by your oW. 
poftwoman, who prefcnts you my infipid letter; 
you frown a juft diflike to the interruption, re- 

. - 'venge 



LETTERS. 69 

^enge yourfelf with your heel on the innocent 
plaifter of your room, and then you begin to 
Gonfider ferioufly what can have drawn upon 
you the plague of an epiftolary correfpondence, 
to which you had endeavoured to put a flop by 
not anfwering my two laft letters : and you will 
not guefs at the reafon, unlefs I tell you that I 
write now chiefly for other people*s bufinefs. 
In the firft place. Lady Hertford, at my recom- 
mendation, (thinking it would be agreeable to 
you) confents to fiibfcribe to Mr. Smith's Draw- 
ings ; which you will be pleafed to acquaint 
hm of: and I was willing to let you fee the 
fuccefs of my recommendation as foon as I 
Gould. You feemed tblefpoufe the man's inte- 
reft, and to approve of the Views he is going 
to publifh ; and I could have wifhed to ferve 
more effentially any perfon recommended by 
.you.-T-I am next. Sir, .to return Mr. Allen's 
thanks and his compliments to you, with Mr, 
Whiftler's Poem. Mr. Reyhalds's devoirs I 
am alfo defired to pay you, and thofe of Mr. 
Outing \ who were both fony you did not ac- 
cept of the invitation to Someviles-Afton, — • 
Here ends my ernbaffy. 

Before I conclude, 1 muft tell you, that I went 

to Afton on the day I wrote you word I fliould 

go, and returned hither on Thurfday, the firft 

F 3 of 
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of this month : which was only on^ day later 
than I intended, and that was becaufc of the 
death and burial of one of the invalid fervants, 
which (as I wrote you word) made an hofpital 
of my houfe at that time.— Mr. Outing returned 
with me, hoping to find you here, and did 
i\ot leave me till laft Thurfday. I am now 
alone, and the feafon not inviting to travellers 5 
but the weather and roads are good ; and as 
you find fewer horrors in Winter than in Au- 
tumn, I will hope that you will once more en- 
liven it with your company : i!ny hearths will 
blaze the brighter, and Eolus will fet hw harp 
to fofter mufic, or feem to do fo, if you are 
here ; and focial Winter will vie not only with 
fruitful Autumn, but alfo with flowery Spring, 
and be fure of fuccefs, if you favour my Her- 
mitage with your company. 

I fenci you Lady Hertford's (or rather the 
Duchefs of Somerfet*s) Letter to perufe, and 
defire you will return it as foon as poffable, 
for I have not anfwered it. — If you have the 
Peruvian Letters, I ftiall be glad to fee them. 

Mr. Hall ftays for this fcrawl, and only 
allows me time to fay that 

I am. Sir, 
Your moft humble fervant, and 

Conjtant Correspondent \ 
I wilh 
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I wifh I could fay, in the ilyle of the weekly 
News-papers, 

" Tour entrant Rtader^ 

H. LuXBOROtfGH. 

My compliments at Broom ; and I hope to 
fee Mr. Jofcph Shenftone here. 
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S I R» Barrellt, Sunday, December 18th, 1748* 

THOUGH there were not in the reproofs 
I took the liberty to give you, the fame 
delic^y as in thofe the Duchefs of Somerfet 
gave me, I may venture to fay they arofe from 
the fame motive ; which I am proud of, and 
will, I hope, produce the fame efFedt \ which 
will give me great pleafure. Hcr's have already 
obliged me to be more than punAual; for I 
have wrote to her Grace twice in eight days, to 
atone for having wrote but once in eight 
months : and you. Sir, have already atoned 
for all the remiflhe& I accufed you of, by the 
very obliging letter I have received this even- 
F 4 ing i 
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ing; and by reviving my hopes of leeiiig-yati; 
fobn at Barrells. It is fufficient, tjiat .your .np^, 
coming or writing fooner, was qo way owing 
to your want of friendfliip : that enfures your 
pardon v and I . find my felf now become the 
penitent finner, but expeft the fame pardon ; 
fQr I am fcnfiblc I .was too fevere . (thoijgh 
meant in raillery) when I reprimanded yoq-. 
for not coming or writing into Warwiclcfhire j 
. whereas I ought to haye confidered I was in 
another county nine or ten days, and that you 
could not guefs I had left orders to be fent for 
if you cam^/or to- hav^ your letters* brought 
me if you wrote. — After my return, indeed, Mr. 
Outmg's' expedations of feeing you were raifed 
by our not hearing from' you 5 which he attri- 
buted to your defign of coming here before 
his return to London ; and his expedations - 
raifed my hopes j fo that the laft fix days, 
(which was the full lime he could allow him- 
felf to fdjourn here) feemed fo ma/iy -years to 
him; and made me think the- time the long- 
er, though I had riot equal reafon to grieve 
at the dilappointment, being fuftained by hope, . 
whilft he has caufc to defpair perhaps for.: 
many months, to come^ But really, as he wa3 . 
the aggreflbrlaft year, the affair fecms to, me 
to be already compromifed between you, with=? 

i ' / . . out 



L E T T E; It 9, 73 

put the leaft occagoa of refcfence to a third 
perfon, 

Mr. Allen yfsis here iaft week, but is gone ; Sq 
that I cannot malfe your pomplfanents to hiip; 
ijow^ but I can anfwer tha^t he will be glad; 
to make his to jrou in pprfon, as he has a grea?/ 
c^lecm for you. He thinks fa well of Mr., 
Whiftler's Poem, ^nd is. ib ple^fed with moft 
of the thoughts, that he wifti^s them new 
drefled, oy rather thc.iifhola thing reyifed by, 
fpmc good poet of age more..watvre than th&t* 
gentlema^•^ the^i was^ andixpa^mes it worthy i 
of their care* 

Permit me to interrupt ^hat I am faying: 
lyith a cwfe^ag^inft "crow-pens, . If I was to ad4' 
tp the.curfes in the Service foriAlhwcdneftlayv 
the crows would be loaded with them; or ra^ 
ther, the men who inyen;ed putting their quilU. 
to this ufe, which at prefent gives me. irtto^- 
liable fatigue, and will prevent my faying, 
h^lf of what I would fay to you :— tjow mucl^ 
niore friendly are the gecfe! Miqe were all, 
retired to reft before I returned fron^ my dct 
votions at Jlenley ; and I pever once thpught 
or imagined that turkies could produce a quill 
capable of writing fo good a hand ,as your lett 
ter is wrote in. Surely the bird ypu killed for 
]Uqrd Dudley^ and vyith whofe qyiU you wrote. 

to 
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to me, muft have been a phoenix in difguife ! 
How could we have been both fo elegantly 
ftafted by any common bird ! If my turkies 
carried fo much wit in their quills, they fhould 
not live till morning, but Ihould be facrificed 
to you. But if, on the contrary, they can only 
convey )wy w//, let tbem live, and let me be 
filent for your fake.— Your want of gilt paper 
was no more to be regarded than your want oF 
a coronet or crown. My want of a pen and 
ink is redly want of common neceffarics, 
bfead or water: yet the faft is fo, that I can 
come at neither that will make what I write 
intelligible. All I can do for you is, to make 
my letter the fhorter. But I muft firft commend 
your intended alterations in your houfe, though 
they prolong the time of your abfence. The 
room you defcribe, is of a good dimenfion, as 
well as elegant : the library will be the fame, 
and will be a lafting pieafure to you. It is now 
only in embrio : the improving it to the per- 
feftion you propofe, will be a daily amuie- 
ment. Your fine profpe6h and waters will: aflift 
you in making every thing round it enchant- 
ing :. but if you Ihould be as fenfible of the 
beauti^es of the Leafowes as your friends art, 
they would never be able to get you from it; 
and as I ili^ould be one of the greateft fufferers, 

I will 
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i will not encourage you to like it too muclu* 
Yet I may ventuce to fay, that I think tha 
building you fend me the iketch of, will be x 
fine ornament to one of your wopds, and yoor 
ijrn a very proper and friendly addition to the 
other. You fay nothing of either of the. 
Sketchps, h th^t I do not know which.you liave 
fixed upon : I think thofe I have niarked with 
a and 3, are too common a ibape, and would 
do better in 4 church than a grove % that you 
have wrote the infcription upon, is a better 
ihape in my eye \ but I think the top-ornament 
not very pretty, though better than the flame 
in the fecond. The garland of flowers mends, 
the fliape of the third : but I ims^ine you have 
fixed on the firft, and think it will be very 
handibme. I do not think the pipe,.&c. on 
the fourth would be ugly if hung by a rib- 
band to the knot \fhich joins the foliage ; but I 
do not fp well like the bafe of the urn : but I 
fpeak with great ignorance, and confequently 
with great fubmiifion, which you will (ay is. 
not always a confequence of ignorance ; but it 
ought to be fo, and is fo where the ignorant are 
not by nature fools. : apropos to which, permit me 
to iky, that I mufl: be a great one, if I think my* 
felf capable of o^iticifing upon your writings of 
any fort.r!-The elegies you have the goodnefs to- 

intnift 
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ifltruft CO me, Aall be a^. fecure as if they were 
a treafure locked, up ta an ii^n chcfl and. 
fcrewed to: the floor, ^ I will indulge my [elf 
whilft they, are in my poflefflon, with looking 
^m Dver j bat am incapable of i^flSftiiig j>'^z^, 
by. giving my jiKlgment upon thems without 
appearing too humble, I may fay thisr, even 
wJikbut cenftiring Nature; -for tlie?e muft be 
Ibhae learning as well as corhmoh fenfe; to be 
siMft to coffeft works 6f that kind : however, 
if you will do a^ I have heard fome great poeg 
did, (I think Moliere) Whb read bis Works to 
his ighqrant footman before Jie pi\bliihfcd\ them 5 
' judging that what appeared wrong to him was 
wrong, beca^^fc it muft: be unnatural ; .1 may 
be of about as biuch ufe and no rriore* • 

' Mr, and Mrs. Reynaldswiflied your com- 
pany at Aftottyiwhen I was there, for a double 
rtafon :^— their own pleafure, and the pleafure- 
tlieytake in entertaining all their gueilswith 
lyhat i$ moft agreeable to their feveral ' /^^j •, 
and .^they. knew your, company would be agree- 
able to i»xj^.. . They do not talk of cqming to 
Barrelis ac«ehriftmas, nor beforq the winter is- 
over.; but J am perfuade^ Mr. Reynalds him- 
felf? would t(Smp with fpced, if I could, let him 
Itnow wh^n. you would be here* It is. a jour- 
ney pf Q.piy thrfie Jjpur&.pn horfeback,-r-I return. 

thanks 
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thanks for the Flower Piece, and will read it 
with pleafure, as you recomiliend it. 

My head-fervants are recovered. She wh6 
died was ^ young houfemaid. I am obljjged tol 
you. Sir, for enquiring. — My five cows continue 
well, though every body's cows die round them. 
I look upon it as a peculiar bleffing to rae, 
who am indebted to them for perfect health. 
I eat heartily, grow too fat, and have not tailed 
wine,, beer, nor cyder, thdfe two months or 
more.— I am now bufy in planting the lane 
that joins the coppice, and have chofen my trees 
according to my years. The abele is what I 
plant -, which in four years time will produce 
multitudes of fetts, and grow to be a good 
fliade. Sir Robert Cocks has fent me an hun- 
dred or two of them as a prefent. 

My compliments attend Mr. Shenftone and 
the family at Broome : Mr. Hall's attend you, 
— ^nd I am inviolably 

Your fincere friend and fervant, 

H. L. 
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fiarrells, Janaary ^th, tf^S-^, Nine atl^ighu 
Sift. 

I RECEIVED your letter of the 30th ult, 
this evening, in my bed ; to which I was 
confined by a nervous fever. I could not even 
read it ; for I had not fcen day-light fince the 
fun fet, the evening before ; which tedious time 
was Hot once indulged with fweet repofc. I am 
now up, and think it fliould be morning •, but 
as yet, there appears to me as much irregularity 
in time as there is in my pulfc, and as you arc 
fure to find in my letter ; efppcially as it is wrote 
under thefe circumftances. I im^ined I could 
not hold a pen, and I find it only poifible by in- 
tervals. I have however remembered the late 
rough notes of my crocking crow enough to rejedt 
the affiftance of his quill, and have recourfe to 
the goofe to return the compliments you make 
me, imagining the quill of that bird would fa-, 
vour me as it did you ; but I am difappointed ; 
Ihe is ftill ftupid -, and her fitter, who ferved 
ycm fo well, mutt have been bred at Paris, if 
7 ppe 



L p T T E R S. 79 

one judges by her politenefs : and if you have 
ever employed her in the Poetical Pieces you 
have fent me, I fhall think fhe has ftudied at 
Parnaffus.-^Why muft the filly look of the 
goofe entitle her to be the emblem of nothing 
but ftupldity, when the more filly gravity of 
the owl allows him to be the emblem of wif- 
dom? Henceforward I (hall prefer geefc to 
all other of the feathered kind: at leaft, the 
gcefe of the Leafowes. 

I am glad your parlour wants no mo^ to 
finifli it than ftucco. Mr. Wright of Worccf- 
ter ftucco'd my Summer-houfe ; which is well 
done, as to workmanfhip. Where more ele- 
gance is required, he employs an Italian under 
him. They did the new work at Warwick 
Caftle, at the Priory, and the infide of the Tern- 
, pie at Lord Archer's. 

Mr. Smith's letter to you. Sir, is exceeding 
polite; and I rejoice that he looks upon the 
Leafowes in the light that, place appears to me : 
my vanity is indulged by it, as is my conftanc 
defire to perform what is agreeable to you, 
fince he feems fo well pleafed that the Duchefs 
of Somerfet's nafne fhould be added to his lift, 
and that I have had the good fortune to pro- 
cure it. Her Grace has been very ill, and is far 
from being recovered, though fhe did me the 

honour 
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Konour to write me a compliment of condS^ 
knee upon tfie death of Lord St. John, my 
Brother (at Naples) which ihe fays Ihe did^ 
knowing that I ever wHte benefits on a rocky but 
henries on fand, I have, indeed, in this very 
inftancej felt that fhe does me juftice ; for the* 
lleWs of his death, which my Bfother Boling- 
broke wrote laft Monday fevennight, was the 
firft caufe of my diforder.-^I ha^e been difabled 
from reading over your Elegies with the atten- 
tion / could wifti and they do merit ; biit 1 am 
well perfuaded, they will pleafe better judges, 
is they do me j and that they want but little 
^f the afliffiarice of thofe jildges to make theiri 
as perfect as' yourfelf and yoUr friends can de- 
fire. I confefs, the length of the Preface gave 
ihe fome pain, left the impatience of many rea- 
ders might make them lay dowri ^hc book 
Before tft^ got to what that "is meant to intro- 
duce them tor and in fome pferfons it may 
raife fcriiples as to the {iropriety of the Elegies, 
which thdy woiild not ev^r have thought of 
objefting to, as it is 'a kind of diflertatioh upon 
that fpccies of poetry, and might perhaps (if 
tiecefllary at all) be better printed as fuch after 
the Elegies. The many tedious and bad pre- 
faces that have fatigued the world, may have 
perhaps caufed a diflike td fuch introductions, 
9 however 
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howevcf perfect they may be, and made them 
be condemned by numbering the pages, rather 
than by itading them ; and whether they are 
fight of wrong in doirig fo^ I believe all writers 
^rc urtdei- a fdrt of neceffity of fubmitting to 
the falhion of the timcsj or of renouncing ap- 
plaufe, even when they beft deferve it: and 
that thai fhould be your cafe, who deferve fo 
much^ would be a concern to all your friends^ 
and to none more than to me« I confefs, I was 
doubtful if 1 ought to objeft to this preface 
to yourfelf, though I thought as I How write 
about it s but was diffident of my judgment, 
till you mentioned an intention of curtailing it 
at leaft. The fcventh Elegy I like as well as^ 
any I have had time to look over, and was the 
iftofe Inclined td read it, as yoU had Lord Beau- 
dhamp in view in the latter part ; but I am 
apt to think the Duchefs would rather be burf 
tkzn.pUtifed at the application of it, becaufe the 
late Duke was fo barbarous as to fay that (he 
fent her foH over to kill him.— Might not the 
intention and the fenfe of the Elegy end as 
properly at the fourteenth ftanza " the beauties 
** of Britannia's mind ?'* Perhaps I talk very 
foolifhly*, for my fmall genius (if ever I had 
any) is grown rufty for want of opportunities of 
Ufing, and^of brightening it, by converfation : 
G and 
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and my imagination has been robbed of every 
fpark of fire by the fever, to kindle a flame in 
my blood and fcorch' my body, whilft my 
thoughts* freeze : yet it has left in my heart 
enough warmth to keep £riendihip alive as long 
as I exift. And as long as that is, you wU. 
be fure. Sir, of having 

A mofl fincere friend 

^and humble fervant,in ' 

^ H. LVXBOROUGH. 

I depend upon your promife of coming fboa 

to Barrclls ; for the fymptonas of nay ilbxefi 

are not fuch as threaten its duration, dr my 

death. 

J Saturdays 

P, S. Mr. John Reynalds has lain here one 
njight fince you wrote to me ; and fays hp will 
•fly from Afton to Barrells at your calL 'Mi:* 
Hall will have equal pleafiire in feeing you, and 
lefs way to cony. Mr. Allep has been im- 
mured in -minced pics^ (as I fuppoie) and has 
devoutly' paid his ho>mage to his go^ ff^i^ 
fo long, that his devotion (like, that of other bi- 
gots) has made him forget his frieilds, and 
every worldly duty, , beyond the limits of his 
parifli : fo that I have not fcen him, but a^ 
^eriuaded he i% not yet fo hardmsd in his ido- 
• , latKf 
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^fyj btit he will be recalled the moment you 
come to convert him -, which I the more rea- 
dily anfwer for^ as the twelve days are now 
over. 

^ You are'' to remark, that though my lettef 
\v^s wrote rjn the 4th inftant, my Poftfcript is 
ftot Wrote tiU the y th at night : and I h»vc ^ 
plepfure to tell you, I am recovered from my 
Indifpofitiop, and wait impatiently for your 
company, and will keep the Elegies iafe x^ 
,thcn. 

You had no need to m^e an accufe for gtmp^ 
^ ;nany iubje£ts in the laft {hort page of youjr 
letter^ for a good mafter knows how to pttf 
ev^ry objed in its moil advantageous ligi^^ 
4:hough they were ever fo numerous, and tp 
pUce them fo, that the jnore clofely conno£ited» 
Ithc inoce plcufmg the .^oupc, and the i^ort 
'« tite judgment of the artjft a4mired, whp with 
-his pencil oannat exceed your quill. 
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, Barrells^ Afh-Wedncfday'r 

IT is true. Sir, life is chequered^ and with 
great cxaftnefs too. I have 6ften thought 
it, and now experience it r for your letter was 
delivered to me laft Friday at noon, and gave 
me exquifite pleafure ; and that fame evening 
I was feized with exquifite pain in my right 
footj which for three days continued ragingp 
and would make me rave, if I did not think 
it Juftice Divine : for to me to be denied the 
power to walk^ is as great a punifliment as it 
is to fome (Outing for inftance) to be obliged 
to ride. Many perhaps in my cafe would 
vainly blame the Powers above ; but I allow 
their difpenfation to be juft: for a more mo- 
derate pain would not have been adequate to 
the pleafure your letter, and the Verfes inclofed, 
afforded me. Do not think this a poetical 
fancy \ for if fuch in profe^ it would deferve 
the name of impertinent afFeftation,— -the thing 
I molt defpife : but ferioufly, I am quite lame 5 
and though the pain is gone off, the fwelling 
jremains fo as to oblige me to wear a man*s 

ihoe. 
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flioei and confequently the confinement re- 
mains, which is lefs fupportable to me than 
the pain 5 for I am fo unknowing in the fciencc 
of imufing myfelf without walking about, that 
I can fcarcely write a line when my ftandifh 
is brought me, becaufe I did not fetch it 
myfelf: — Such is habit! but fuch alfo is the 
order of Providence; and I fubmit without 
repining.— Hope aflifts mc greatly upon this 
occafion ; for as you promife to fend me foon 
fome more of your poetical performances, I 
already fancy my pain turned into pleafure.— 
Had I been a lover of money rather than an 
admirer of wit, I fliould have founded my 
hopes upon the notion fome of my neighbours 
have, that my lamenefs is the gout, that dif- 
temper being as it is faid generally accom- 
panied with riches ; but I neither believe nor 
wilh them to be in the right. I am fure I am 
not rich, nor Ihould I be if Peru was mine; 
and I am as fure, I would not willingly fufFer 
an hour of pain to become fo; yet I w;ould 
fufFer many fuch without murmuring, to hear 
the converfation or read the fentiments of thofe 
I efteem, and who exprefs their thoughts with • 
elegance. 

Now I leave my gout and my morals, to 

hobble into my ftudy for Ware's Book of Inigo 

G 3 Jones's 
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Jones's Defigns -, and Aall be glad to fce whaf 
you will execute from the ideas they may give 
you. And when every bddy admires it, I fliall 
perhaps boaft that I helped you (though at the 
third of fourth hand) to that idea, by lehd- 
ihg you the book ; as you might boaft of 
helping me to a Ibund foot if you fhould 
ffend me a crutch. May I never want crutches- 
till you want bright ideas, is the felf-inte- 
^refted wi^ of. 

Sir, 

Your obliged 

and moft hunible fervant^ 

fi, ^LUXBOROUCH, 

All I can fay in eSccufe for Parfon Hall, iis^ 
that, notwithftanding his garb, he is rather for- 
getful than revengeful.-^I fent the letter you 
^rotc him about your bufts indole^ to Mr, 
Outing, 

Have you feen what Dodfley has lately 
publilhed? viz. Bolingbroke's Tra6ts, Fit2- 
ofb6rne's Letters, and three volumes of Porti- 
cal Mifcellanies : I think he calls it a Collec- 
ti6n of Poems ; fome are old, fome middle- 
aged, and none I believe cjuite new ; but are 
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^U fuch as dtftrrc to be diftinguilhed and 
-preferved. Your School-miftrefs is among 
theift. The Trafts you have read often in 
lingle pamphlets of flying fliects. Fitz- 
oft)orne*s Letters I never faw before/ nor ever 
heard of the gentleman; but they are exceeds 
ing pi"etty, in my mind. 
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S lS.f Barrella^ March s^d* 17^^8-9. 

YOUR great punctuality in returning the 
books has- prevented m^ fending a fef- 
vant to thank you for your vifit; which I 
may do with infinitely more jufticc than you 
pan tlwnk me for my recepiimy which was far 
from dderving to have the word elegant joined 
to it: the word hearty is the utmoft it could 
claim, and that I may venture to infure for 
as long as my life lafts; for till that ceafes, 
iny fincerity will not ceafe; and my efteem 
for you. Sir, iia particular, I am certain never 
will. But I always wifh to enliven that heavy 
idea which the word hearty conveys, by fome 
^tert^inment agreeable to yqijr tafte, w^- 
Q 4 ever 
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rvcr you favour mc with a vifit: but, alas! I 
have had as many difappointments in my wiihe$ 
as any perfon ever had, during feveral years 
of my life, I alfo find one in this laft defire^ 
for the weather, or my fpirits, or both, arc 
generally depreffed when I wilh them gayeft j 
and my folitude is commonly more ftrift when 
I wilh it to be varied, by the arrival of fome 
^ merry companion or other to entertain me 
and my friends : yet I might live at leaft five 
I hundred years in this place before one quarter 

I of the incidents happened which are related 

<! in any one of the fix volumes of Tom Jones* 

I jiave not yet read the two laft 5 but I think 
as you do, that no one character yet is near f(» 
ftriking as Adams's in the author's other com^ 
pdfition, and the plan feems far-fetched ^ but 
in the adventures that happen, I think he pro- 
duces perfonages but too like thofe one meets 
with in the world y and even among thofe 
people to whom he gives good charadt^s, he 
ihews them as in a concave glafs, which dif-* 
covers blemilhes that would not have ap- 
peared to the common eye, and may make 
every modeft reader fear to look in fuch a 
glafs, as fome do who have been beauties, 
and would choofe to fancy themfelves fo ftilL 
The Beauty herfejf might fhun it equally ^ for 

that 
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that fort of glals would not flatter, and defe6b 
would appear, as there is no peife£tion in us 
mortals. — If Mr. Fielding and Mr. Hogarth 
could abate the vanity of the world by fliew- 
ing its faults fo plainly, they would do more 
than the greateft divines have yet been' enable 
of: But human nature will ftill be the fame» 
and would, I am afraid, furnifli thijni, if they 
lived till the world ended, with fuch im^rfeft 
objeds to r^prdent, 

I thank you. Sir, for Irene, and as much 
for giving me your opinion, which I lopk upon 
as a fure guide with which I may travel through 
it with fafety and profit. I hear it is not 
much liked at London -, but though the Pub- 
lic are' far from being in general unjuft judges, 
they are apt to condemn or commend too fud*- 
denly ; and, if one thing difpleafes, to. be di£- 
pleaied with the whole; and the fame, when 
one thing happens to pleafe ^ their praife and 
their condemnation being in extremes: and 
they often damn a play for one fingle fault, or 
extol it for a fmglc beauty. 

I fend you a book for your book})inder's 

pattern : but as to your wax, yoi> are (for the 

' firft time in your life) a little ungenerous in 

challenging me to match its colour ; you might 

as well bid me match the vermciUe of the rofi^ 

or 
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c^ the vemm^ c^ om of the French CbanMfi^ 
i^beek^y ftich as Boileau was fo wdl acquainted 
wth, 1$ not the wax of your creating ? 

There wants no novelty lo make tfce Lea* 
fowe$ agreeable. If you ceafed aWbluccly to 
add to it, it would ftiU be new ^ Nature wmJd 
/urniih it with never-dying charms ^ but I kfiow 
you cannot help aflifling it, fo that I fhall ^^ 
cover fome unconfefled beauty which you will 
ieeop careful to hide, when I next pay mf)r 
ifuinval yifit and acknowledgments to you.'-t»-If 
iny thing is done here, it will be owing to the 
fdyice you arc fo kind to give me.-»-rI doubt 
Vhe^hei^ \ rightly undtrftand in what manner 
ytm would have ^ij^ Hermitage become part ofth 
fihAberyi^ ij meoTf^s qfa^put three yard^ afjbrubbery 
fs th mtfide 9fn^ time-walk ^ I fhould be gla^ 
to make this connedion •, but will it not lay 
irty garden open to ^he fieldi ^h^^gh which 
|)afles a foot- road to Henley ? and yet, aqeor- 
^ing to your advice, might I not, plant that 
ftraight walk, which is. now gray^lfed, fiiU of 
flirubs, and not let it !^ad to the Htf^tagCji 
but return in a ferpentine manner one edf my 
crooked fand- walks beyond the Ha \ Ha^ lb a^ tc( 
meet the walk which is bord<Jied by fca:yiq&. 
trees and fenced with rails, and does lead in a. 
^mve to the Hermitage ^ in which walk m^^ 
9 alfo 
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fSify he Arabs did a ftipentiae fandrpaOage ? 
"This c^uld be dene^ but I queftion if it is your 
ineaning. The caufe of my doubt h your 
iaying keiniid the Lime- walk $ whereas I liayc 
no limes but fr^m the Phea&nt Yards to the 
^Wkite Gate that leads to the Field; and iekind 
f;hofe limes is only the lane which is much 
below the garden, and is lately planted with 
^beles : the Walk in the field which immediately 
Jcads to theShrubbcry is p lante?} withfervifertrees. 
Set me rigjit whep I bear from you next,— I 
cannot venture to put up my payillion this fum* 
mer, unlefs you extend your kindnefs fo fds 
as to come over in the warm feafon for a fe^ 
days, to inftruft me and my workmen ; for J 
fim perfuaded they will elT, though Mr. Hand^ 
the Joiner will perform his part well, in laying 
put the ground as he has done ip the wood7 
work ; but the Mafons I fhall never manage^ 
nor be able even to inftrudt; and as to the 
planting round, I think to defer that till the 
tatter feafon, but in the mean time make th« 
iJiort Ha ! Ha ! on the green, and plant the tw4J^ 
jr)ms on each fide the walk before the hotifer 
gate, which 1 ^ill do, 

Mr. Holy oak went laft Sunday to preach 
fo*r Mr. Allen, and found him furprizirrgljr 
better. I will give him the pleafure of know- 
ing 
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ing you enquired after him.— I wrote Mr. Flail 
word that you did him the fame favour j and I 
inclofe what he writes ine in a poftfcript. 

The-north-eaft wind has prevented my walk- 
ing out till this day, when a falfe report of its 
being changed hurried me out -, but I had too 
much courage to retreat, and I do not per- 
ceive any ill efFefts from it. — The Spring fhews 
at leaft the beauties of childhood -, for there are 
plenty of fnowdrops, primrofes, polyanthutcs, 
and even violets, which promife more fweas, 
I hope you^ will fmell them before the hated 
Autumn robs them of their perfume. 

I am 

Your ever faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

P. S. As to Mr. HalPs affair, he had a 
laudable ^ambition to have you write an in- 
fcription to perpetuate his Father's memory. 
You faid you knew him fo little, you defircd I 
would give you fome hints to guide you ; but 
I knew him not at all, nor ever faw him in my 
life. The general charafter I have heard, was 
that of an honeft man, a faithful fteward, and 
7 ' withal 
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vrithaL knowing ; fo that his advice was often 
a£ked and followed with fuccefs; and he was 
careful of his family and prudent. More I 
know not ; but once read a letter of his writ- 
^g upon an accidental affair, which was a 
little intricate, and obferved in it much pru- 
dence, judgment, tialmnef^, yet not unfeelmg 
calmneis, and much delicacy of fentiment^ 
from which letter I judged the better of his 
heart and head ; yet it was written in the evening 
of his life, and when a private misfortune had 
rufilod him and lowered his fpirits. Since that, 
I have only heard that he was lamented by 
m^ny ; and you know how much his fon was 
afi^^ted with it ; and his zeal and affeftion for his 
father makes him wifh more Ihould befaid of 
him than barely that he lived and died, and 
with &)mething more elegance than the common 
form of what the. fexton writes on a grave- 
ftone; but he does not defire flattery or flou- 
rifhes. According to this, and to obey your 
commands, I have wrote down a kind of fpeci- 
men, which I beg you to perufe, and reje£t 
or alter, or amend, as you Ih^l fee proper. As 
to the firft line, I am dubious if I fhould have it 
or not to begin, ** Here lie," &c, which may be 
too common and dry ; and yet the^ot^nermay for 

what 
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irhat I know nippcsix too flourifhing. If it was 
to be fet up ill Wcftminfter Abbey, I think I 
fliould venture k ; but to thef readers iik Tah*^ 
Wotth Church-yard^ perhaps it will dot appear 
that the Reverence here meant is only as. to 
ah toneft man. 

I can only add my excufes &>r preteiyding to 
put my hints into any meihod^ which t flicttiid 
have left to you -, but I coj^fidered the Green 
Book might be at a ftand, Mfhilft yow dioughts 
^erc employed on this Epitaph .--*Thus fetf* 
love Works even] on the moft difinterefted^ Which 
1 thought / was ; but find myfelf miftaken 
when intereft points to tne a method of ob- 
taining any of your Works i; which in this 
cafe I dp at the expence of my friend Mr. Hdl« 
wTio will have me, inftead of you, to plan his 
father's monument; and! am quite uneqtial 
to the talk. Pray burn it or mend it ; and for 
his fake write another, or add a few lines to Ais. 

Pray write an arrfvver for Thurfday next.— 
Pity my iiurry, and exctifc my ferawL— Com- 
jfKinents to <your Brother. 

Pray 136 *6t forget *the Gr^fen fiook^ 
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SIR» May-dty, 1749; 

I HAVE no more than tiaic to kt you know 
that I had your book firft and your ktter 
after, very fafej and to thank you for your 
little Ikctch of alterations in my Shrubbery, la 
wder to folbw it, I have begun by 'taking, 
down the ftyles, that no foot-road may prevent 
the execution of what we propofe j and am 
ui^ravelli^g the lime- walk and laymg mold on 
it; which is the whole that can be done till 
the planting feafon. In the mean time, I have 
finifUed my lower garden^ by turning the feven 
grais^plats that were in the fliape of Lord 
^layor's Cuftards, into one large one^ and 
have widened the gravel-walk round from five 
feet and a half to twelve feet and a half broad. 
As to the court, the pallifades are removed, the 
end- walls built, the turf taken away, the ilopes 
made more gentle, the pillars removed to the 
extremities of the pallifades, and the fun-dial 
is fet in the middle, and the court levelled^ 
nafed, and gravelled ; the two gates are mak- 
ing. The upper garden is ungravellod, and 

is 
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h making into a bowling-green •, the pavillioH 
will be fet up next^ and the white paks taken 
away from the tvall-lide of the ftablercourt to 
enlarge that in auturtin f th6 w^ td the Cop- 
pice will be altered according to your direc- 
tions ; and t hope then you will be fo* kind 
as to affift me ; for it is irilpoffiblc for you at 
a diftance to judge fo Well as on the pkce.-*— 'I 
do not know if you wovfld have the little gates 
left or no at each end of the Service Walk, 
though they are to be hid with fhrubs. I pro- 
pofe coming into the Coppice from the Service- 
Walk at thp farther end between the Chairs 
that overlook the Pit, and the farther corner 
of the Wood beyond what anfwers to the top 
of the Hermitage Pit. 

I wifli for Mr. Hall's fake you would make 
a new Epitaph; for" mine is fcafcdy worth 
your rqtouchiiig. There is one line in par- 
ticular I do not like : I thjnk it is, 

*< As a friendly Coanfellor he gainM Affe£tion»^ 

The word Efteem I believe is not ufed in the 
whole 5 though I really forget : but in fhort, 
I like none of that line ; and very little o£ any 
part of the thing. 

Mr. Williams has been darkening the ground 
of his performance in my library, fo that I 

muft 
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muft fcrawl this over in a ftrange manner, to 
give him time to return home. Excufe .me 
therefore, aod believe me to be 

Your ever obliged, humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 



LETTER XXVHI, 

Barrclla, Sunday, June 4th, 1749, 
SIR, From my Ckimney-corncr. 

YOUR approbation rewards amply the 
pains I have taken lately in follpwing 
my workmen, and adds a reliih to the pleafure 
I take in endeavouring to improve the environs 
of my cottage* My pavilion is finilhed all tp 
tiling and flooring. I believe I fhall bp obliged 
to pen it jn with pales to keep off beafts of all 
.kinds ; thofe in human fhape chiefly : but the 
fence will be hid ia time with a hedge, and the 
!building ihaded behind with trees, and on. the 
£des by flvubs. TheHa! Ha! is digging,— The 
court h^ been honoured with Mrs. Kendall's 
coach and ipc, which found room iu^cient. 
H The 
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The bowling-green begins to look tolerably 
green fincc this late rain, which I hope will 
join the turfs perfeftly. The Abcle Walk, and 
that which was gravel, will be filled in the 
planting feafon, and the Serpentines altered to 
lead to the Coppice ; but the manner of it I 
Ihall leave to your direftion, hoping to fee you 
long before that time here, efpecially as Mr. 
Dolman does me the favour to propofe making 
me a vifit whilft my Shrubbery is in beauty; 
which ought to be now : but it is ftill winter here ! 
It is true, there are various flirubs well blown, 
but it is fo cold and wet, one cannot walk to 
fee them ; and on the dry days the winds are 
fo high, that it is equally difagreeable, and the 
flowers droop towards the ground when fcarcely 
full blown.— You feem deftincd never to fee 
the embroidery Nature beftows upon my Cop- 
pice in Spring ; where we had even this year 
great variety of cowflips, primrofes, ragged- 
robins, wild hyacinths both white and blue, 
violets, &c. &c. In the Shrubbery, I think the 
fineft ornament is the large bufties of Whitfun- 
rofes, which are ftill in blow, and give one an 
idea of fnow-balls this cold weather. The 
lilac "is already over, and has given place to 
the fyringa ; of which I have enough to per- 
ifumc the place with the help of the fweet^ 

briar } 



briar ; and feveral of my rofes are in blow; If 
ihis and the next week Ihould prove more liktf 
fuffimer than the laftj I ftiall wilh you and Mn 
Dolman would come.-^Mrs; Reynalds from 
Gloucefterlhire is now with me^ and dcfires hef 
tompliments to you, and will be glad to fee 
you here. Her hufband is to come on Tuefday to 
ftay here the reft of this week. She will ftay 
here daring the next week alfp ; but the week 
after that, I expedt Mrs. Meredith from Lon- 
don ; and how many (he may bring with her 
I cannot t^l.-^Outing will either be at Jacky 
Reynalds*s next week^ and come here at your 
call ; or elfe he will come here with Mrs. Mc^ 
redith for a few days, and go from hence to 
Jacky Reynalds's, where he will be all fummer^ 
except when he is here.-^Parfon Allen is well^ 
and will meet you at any time.' — Mn Hall h 
happy in the hopes you give of touching the 
Epitaph ; and I am proud that you think it 
worth your attention enough to mend fdme 
parts df it.— ^I ani glad your bookfeller ha$ 
improved upon mine. In France,- when they 
gild the edgesj (which they do better than us) 
shey marble . that gilding with faint colours^, 
which looks very pretty.— ^Thofe perfons who 
tahnot find pleafure in trifles, are generally 
wife in their own opinions, and fools in thfe 
H a opinioa 
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opinion of the wife, as they ncgleft the oppor- 
tunities of amufemcnt, without which the ru^ed 
road of life would be infupportabty tedious. 
I think the French arc the beft philofophers, 
who make the moft they can of the plcafures^ 
and the leaft they can of the pains of life •, and 
are ever, ftrewing flowers among the thorns all 
mortals are obliged to walk through ; whereas, 
by much refledion, the Engliih contrive tx> 
fee and feel the thorns double, and never fee 
the flowers at all, but to defpife them; expeft* 
ing their happinefs from things more folid and 
durable, as they imagine : but how feldom dd 
they find them ! One meets indeed with difap*r 
pointments in trifles j but they are eafier borne : 
yet I confefs I was much concerned laft ,week 
at the difafl:er which befel my poultry, and 
found myfelf puniflied for my prefumption m 
daring all my neighbours to produce fuch fine 
turkies as mine, of which I had thirty-feven, 
and fix of them Were fit to eat ♦, whereas a pole*- 
cat fetched away twenty in one night, and eight 
at three in the afternoon next day, and fucked 
the eggs of the turkies, ducks, and chickens^ 
and (what vexed me more upoft your account^ 
of the Guinea Hefis» 

Mr. Hall tells me that Lord Archer alked 

hima:t London, ten days ago> (though he was 

lo but 
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but an hour with him) whart you and I thought 
of liis obeliflc ? — My bricklayer promifes to', 
alter the Niches this week. My ftone-mafon 
miftook the breadth of the two fteps up to 
the pavilion exaftly half, fo that I have been 
obliged to have them pieced, which is ugly. — 
Mr. Williams has darkened the ground of the 
chimney-piece, but cannot alter the fhades 
without new doing the whole.— -I keep Lang- 
ley's Book till you come to pick out fome fer- 
pentine- walks. I wifli his ideas had been more 
confined, or my territories lefs fo. Is it not 
the fame L^gley who publifhed very pretty 
Defigns for Pavement ? Mr. Belfon got fome 
executed with a fliade of black, white, and 
brown fmall pebbles.— The Duchcfs of Somer- 
fet has a floor to a pavilion in all coloured 
fmall pebbles, placed fo as to look like a Per- 
lian carpet,— -Somebody in Hampfhire has ^ 
dead fawn or deer reprefcnted in pebbles at the 
door pf a grotto in a park ; but Langley's are 
only regular geometrical figures. 

The thunder interrupts me, and it is church- 
time ; fo I haften to releafe you. I hope you 
will anfwerihis by word of mouth, and believe 
mc to be, Sir, 

Your ever faithful fervant, 

H 3 H. LUXBOROUGH. 
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I fend orre of yoirrtooks.— As the prifoncrf 
in gaol repeat '• Pray remember the poor^" Tq 
I do " Pray remember the Green Book." -m 
Compliments to your Brother^ and your friends 
gt Broom^ 
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Barrells, June z/^.th3f 1749, pad Eleven at Night. 
SIR. 

I OUGHT to have thanked you fooner for 
yours, of the 3d, which, as I fuppofe, 
crofled mine upon the road : but in mine I 
told you I hoped for your aafwer, by word of 
mouth, to view my Shrubbery with Mr. Dol- 
man •, after which enfued the moft ftormy 
weather I ever knew, which deflroyed all my 
Summer fchemes, and left me no comfort but 
the hopes of converting you to my opinion of 
giving to Autumn the preference oyer Summer, 
r— As to Springs the beauties of it are entirely 
banifhed our hem ifp here \ and you wiU be 
obliged to o]ive to my favourite fcafon every 
|-ay of fun unlhaded by a cloud, or impending 
fhower, that you hav^ enjoyed this feafon. That 
is alfo a feafon which gives me one annual 



LETTERS. 103 

day of pleafurc at Icaft, as it invites me to the 
Leafowes, or rather, as I naturally point to it, 
and you are fo kind to reccire me, and give 
the Nereids (your Maids of Honour) orders *to 
do it in the moft elegant manner ; and no com- 
mands were ever better obeyed. I have no 
fuch fervants as thofe aquatic nymphs ; and 
even my terreftrial flaves fcorn to obey me: 
n^y, I fear I am not even heard by the aerial 
, beings, fince they fo feldom favour me with a 
fmile. The rains have xnade my rofes droop 
before their time ; but feveral forts have made 
their appearance,, and have died in their prime : 
others are coming on ; but I fear my Shrub- 
bery muft lofe more than it is pofTible to gain 
by the cnfuing fcafon, however fipe the wea- 
ther may be, 

I have been obliged to put off the vifit de>- 
figned me by Mrs. Meredith and two of her 
daughters next week, and our friend Outing 
with them, becaufe I expei5t my own daughr- 
ter and Mr. Wymoftdefold (her huftand), and 
do not know but their attendants may be nu- 
merous ; and my houfe is not adapted to re- 
ceive numbers of people. It is true, one might 
be fuppofed to make free with a daughter -, but 
my cafe is peculiar. She is now nineteen years 
pld, and I never lay under the fame roof with 
H 4 h^r 
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her fince flie was only fix •, and her hiifband I 
never faw in my life, and have only heard 
that he is an exceeding good-natured man, 
and have feen that he writes very fenfibfe let- 
ters to me i but further of his charafter I do 
not know. He is ufed to very fine feats, &c. 
of his father's, and here he will meet a cottage 
in comparifon. "What ftay they make I know 
not i but will acquaint you when I know 5 . 
hoping then for your company, Mr, Dolman's, 
and Outing's.—'Mrs. Reynalds fpent a fort- 
night with me, and flattered herfelf you would 
Come at the fame time. Jachf was part of that 
time here. 

I had a letter laft poft from the Duchefs^ 
of Somerfet, which being lefs than ufual in 
. the rural ftyle, I (hould not fend you, but 
that I think you will like the defign (he men* 
tions of aftove in the Chapel; fo I- fend her 
letter, which you will return.— Twenty or 
thirty thoufand pounds laid out at Northum- 
berland Houfe, will be a kind of Roman va- 
nity, and contribute to the beauty of that part 
of the city of London, and to the conveniency 
of the populace in particular, if the Strand 1$^ 
widened, 

I faw to-day in the London Evening Poft a 
letter^ which r^fle^s upon my Brother B-— -*ke, 

in 
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m regard to Mr. P — ^pe's treiichely to hirh ; in 
-which'^ blame feetna to be thrown from 
him upcm my Brother. I have not yet fccn 
any oM thing more that has b^en publilhcd 
cwicernitig it, except a Preface ih a Magazine 
in his favour^ the truth of Which I could atfieft; 
and have often wondered he could fo long 
ftifte the abominable ufage he met with from 
P — pe in printing his Work, which he had 
intruded to him to review, intending that it 
ftiould not be publifhed till after his own death. 
The letters between P — ^pe and the Printer, 
bai^aining for the price, were found by Lord 
Marchmont, whofe bufinefs it was, by P-^-pe's 
laft JFill^ to look over his papers jointly with 

Lord Bol ke : but as to the fubjeft of the 

book, I know nothing of it 5 nor is that to 
the purpofe, as to P—- pe's bafenefs to the 
bcft of friends ; without whom he had never 
fhone in the Eflay on Man. 

I like extremely your Weekly Verfes, and 
fliould value greatly a coUeftion of them. Pray 
favour me once a week with the lines of the 
day .-~ As to the prefervation of your flowers^ 
I fear thofe you fent me will not keep the peo- 
ple that read them from gathering as many as 
ufuai, unlcfs it Ihould make them dread the 
refentment of Fairies and Hobgoblins^ which 

undoubtedly 
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Ufxloubtedly they have formed a perfed nodon 
of, though your reafoning and your lines wilt 
not be pnderftood by them; but if you once 
perfuade them you can conjure up fpirits by 
your pen, I think you may be fecure in your 
^lott^ from all intruders, and fee your Shrub-r 
bery profper unmolefted. 

Pardon me for differing with you in opinion. 
You are not the idle man of the creation. You 
may be bufied to the benefit of fociety without 
ftirring from your feat, as much as the mif- 
chievous man with feeming idlenefs may be 
bufied in the dcftruftion of it. You give in- 
Boccftt pleafure to yourfclf, and inftruftion 
as well as pleafure to others, by the amufe- 
mcnts you follow. Your pen, your pencil, 
your tafte, and your fincere unartful conduct in 
life (which are the things that make you appear 
ijik) give fuch an example, as it were to be 
wiflied might be more generally followed— few 
^avp the capacity, fewer haye the honefty to 
jpend their time fo ufefuUy, as well as un-^ 
blameably^ 

Your little Gothic Bench I admire. I hope 
you will execute it at the low price you men- 
tion, with your own timber; and properly 
placed, it lyill be ^ far more perfed thing than 

oui} 



our famous reftorer of the Gothic flyle ia 
building (Mr. Miller) has yet given us.- 

I am to dine at Lord Archer's next Tucfr 
jdlay, when I fhall fee the Obeliffc, and be a 
betfcer judge how it appears from the faloon 
it is feen from: Mr. Hall, you know, thinks 
it appears from thenee too taper. Talking oS 
Mr. Hall, I muft tell you that he defires his 
beft compliments, befl thanks. &c. &c. and 
acknowledges he ought to have wrote to you, 
and would do it now, but he has bcen^ and 
ftill is, very much out of order. He rode in 
one fortnight feven or eight hundred miles ^ 
to Bath one day j to London two days after; 
lay there but one night, and away to Rugby $ 
upon feyeral Rofinantes who plunged him ia 
the waters or on the fharp ftones: his view 
was a good living : he was the ninth compe- 
titor, and fince that has two more that follow 
him in their hopes or pretences. I do not 
find it is decided who fhall have it ; but one 
thing is certain, that riding fo hard, and ia 
bad roads and bad weather, heated his blood, 
threw him into a high fever, and he is. now 
fnoving about in a more limited fphcre, but 
flogged with half a fever at lead. . In this con- 
dition he was unable to confider of the lines 
you y/^vQ fo kind to fend ; tut juft read the 

three 
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thi'ee Epitdi]^ over, commended in general, 
and was (h^kful for your kind attention, thea 
xttired tp his phyfic, &c. hoping to regain 
more equal fpirits than his ^re at prefent, and» 
a. more fi^ pulfe, which I tell him may 
make his head more fieaiy ; and he hopes, 
aa mubh, that, he may be able to talk over 
this little affair with you. Sir, and me at.£ar^ 
rells. If his purfuit after tr^ (which he 
himfelf defptfes) Ihould cauie him very ill 
health, how might you hug yourfelf in your 
idlenefs !— But to return to his Father's Epi-. 
taph, (though I chink it would be our belt 
way to make his firft) I am perfuaded I have 
wrote what wants much amendment ;, and 
Ihews /your htfttations (as you politely call 
them) to be very juft, As to the fecond line, 
I believe Mr. John Hall may afford a better 
cadence % but I rather thought the fimple name, 
(as you do) more elegant ; and I find my 
Brothel* Bolingbroke's Epitaph for Daniel Pul- 
teney is the fame in that particular, there 
being neither Mr. nor Efquire. In the fame 
Epitaph is ♦Ifo 

" Tkc Lofs of fo much Private Virtac 
<< Is a PobUc Calamity/' 

Your word Extinfivfy fubftitutcd in the place 
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of Larg€y is certainly bcctser* I beUeve tfat 
jmgJe of hargt and Smail c&iaght xne; and i 
alfo believe '' rendert his death** ivoujd be 
better: but whether fo much cxaftncfs Jn 
grammar is expeftcd in this kind of writing 
as in plain profe, you are tlie beft judge. .The 
word Example^ in the i^^ line, was Experience 
in the copy I kept at home, and was a flip oF 
ny^en ih u-sn&cthing^ Nmitre Md JudgaUbt 
may /lot he altogether proper to. be contr^- 
diftinguilhed j bjjt I do not know how xo 
mend it to pleate me : Temper is not more tb 
be diftinguiftied from Nature ; and in fhonc, 
thefe three lines puzzle me. Diffufed may tfe 
put to advantage, I think, (as you obfervel) 
inft^ad of Bifperfed^ in the fourteehth line. 
Skill and Prudence^ as you fay, may be undef- 
ftood as not enough oppofite, though 1 thirik 
they are a good deal fo : — might not one fay * 

** Skill equal to his difintcrcfted Fidelity.*' 

In the nintfeeath line, Efiw» inftead of Refpeil^ 
we both agi'ee m. I dd) not well know as cb 
the 4oubt you make, whether they ^rc pecuKaur 
>3iotig4i to each, birt am ^ain at a fiand ibr 
wo«ds to change thojte for. As to the twen* 
ticch^ twenty-firft, and twfenty-fecoad lines, Mr, 
Hall <teiired me» foon aft^r I &fit you th« 
. copy. 
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tapjj to leaire them out entirely^ I jhoukjl 
choofc to leave outi is yau obfervc, *' The RicB 
ilefs'd:'* might it not be 

Tkc Poor bieft, the Oppreflbr fcar*d kirn i 
Kot did thofe who envy'd preTame to tenhire his Re^ii- 
tation : 

or elie» 
Mbr did t.n¥fl Bfcafli prefimle to ceniiue Ifit llepatttioiiy 

Becaufe if I faid, tbofe who envfd^ it might im- 
ply that fomebody did ; which I do hot know. 
Zeal being placed after jffeSlion^ is certainly 
better, for the reafon you obferve % arid tnuft be 
fo, if ufed at all. But upon the whole, t would 
liave Mr. Hall take one of the three copies entir^^ 
as you was fo kind to fend ; and I fuppoie he 
win, when he is reftoted to his health, fenfe^ 
and judgment; before which^ or then at leaftj 
i hope we fhall talk it over in one of* my cells^ 
or under my new pavilion, ^hich he calls 
ttfohw^ If it had been higher, it muft have 
been in proportion too broad for the walk, 
and muft have coft me a great deal by a lead 
covering ; and my houfe would have appeared 
lower than my pavilion. It is^ to be furc^ 
(mail, but the plan in the book is not above 
feven inches deeper^ and the front is the faoie 
9 length 
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length as in the book.— I keep your Book 
of Serpentines •, for I long for your contriving 
the entrance into my grotto. In the mean 
time, I keep off all the intruders from their 
old way to Henley, and have given them a 
better, which fhuts their mouths ; and nond 
clamber over the hedges but thofe who are 
not yet apprized of the iteration. Sir Robert 
Cocks has as many hundred abeles ready for 
me as i can wifh, againft the bufy month of 
Oftober next. ' , 

It is juft come into my mind. Sir, that you 
love good writing, good imprclfions to feals» 
and all other proper decorations of a letter : I 
ought therefore to fecrete mine, and neither 
fend it, nor ever let you know that I was ca- 
pable of intending to fend fuch a fcrawl : but 
I confider Ms muft go or none; for I never 
made a copy of a letter in my life, and my 
hand and pen being upon the gallop, will ftum- 
ble fometimes. If this excufe will not do, 
you ihall have the next as prim as Lor4 
S ' d *s cravat (fo celebrated) ; but it will 
not be half a quarter fo long. Let me know 
your tafte againft the next, and believe that 
(though I fcrawl it over in a flovenly manner) 
my paper conveys the moft friendly fentimcnts, 
and thofe of efteem and value, which I muft 

have 
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hare wliilft I live for you. Sir, who defcrve 
them fo well. 

H. LUXBOROUGH* 



LETTER XXX. 

S I R» Sunday, Augtiift 2eth^ 1749^ 

AS I hcKevie you jGuicere in the impatiotice 
ypu exprefs xo vifit me at Bacrclls, I hope 
you will be fo juft as to believe me equally 
impatient to receive you here, and doubly dif- 
appointed that a conuauatiqn of your difcyder 
Ihould occafipn our not raeetiiig at the time^ 
appointed.-— For God's fake, do not venture ^ 
journey too foon ; yet come as foon as you 
can. The nature of your illnefs gjves me pain ^ 
your fre<}uent relapfcs incr eafe it ; but the 
ftrcngth of your conftitutiop, the opii^on of 
your faithful fcrvaPt Tom, and .theipkit I 
perceive jn jfourjetters, give mp .pleaftire, and 
encourage me to ..hope a fpeedy as- well m 
certain cure; and confequendy that the, next 
week will be jas favourabd^ , ^0 .me, as I iaur 
gioed, and was perljuade^ ihis would have 

been. 
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been. Mr; Outing's being here added to my 
defire it ihould happen fo. I put nobody off 
upon youi* adcount; fo be eafy. My houfe, 
though fmall, will never deny me a place for 
you and your friends, whom I look upon as 
mine.— I beg my compliments to Mr. and Mifs 
Dolman; and need not add, that their com- 
pany will be always agreeable to me^ as well as 
your Brother's. 

How pleafed fhould I be if I could help you 
to a proper Motto for your Gothic Building, 
which even Spenfer has denied you in your 
prefent fearch! You could eafily fupply his 
deficiency, and 1 dare fay you would do it to 
advantage in his own language. You have 
(hewn yourfelf capable of that already: fo, 
without putting him or me to the bluih, make 
an old EngliQi Motto as you have made a 
Gothic Building, and you ivill be approved 
by the moderns, and envied by the ancients. 

As to the lines you defire me to write in 
my own hand upon one of your (kreens, I 
am ready to do it j for I fear not the cenfure 
of thofe who may read them, let the multitude 
be ever fo great, fince you have read them, 
and have not difapproved : but I never yet 
was fo puzzled in making my judgment and 
yours tally. I conceive them to be tad, but 
I you 
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you fay they are good \ therefore I err^ and per- 
haps /,^rr in faying that the fourth line, filled 
with nionofyllables, is ;in exceeding bad one. 
I Ihall fubmit the moment you fpeak ; but ia 
the mean time imagine, that 

** Prcferving ftill their Parents beauteoas Face,** 

might be as well as what I wrote before, if 
not better. . All I wifli about it is, that you 
will believe me fincere, even in rhime; and 
that I long for an opportunity of fcrawling ' 
over your feat at the Leafowes with my pen- 
cil, and of Aewing you (as well as Mr. and 
Mifs Dolman, and Mr. Jofepli Sheoftone) at 
Barrells, that I am, fans €,mmonie^ but with 
the greater truth, . . . - 

Yours fincerely, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

P. S. I Ihould not be grateful for the civili- , 
ties I received from my Lord Dudley,' parti- 
cularly for his invitation to me to lie at the 
Grange when you was ill, and his invitation 
to. me to dine there when you was well, again 5, 
if I neglefted fending my compliments to him : 
and hope you will permit me to do fo here. 

I faw Mr. Hall and Mr. Allen laft night,. 

who 
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\¥ho erquired after you. I heard the former 
preach to-day, but did not fpealc to him ; fo 
could not make your compliments. 



LETTER XXXI. 

BarreIIs,Augaft zpthy 1749. 
Sin, Tuefday Night. 

YESTERDAY and To-day have been 
fpcnt by Mr. Outing and myfelf in 
looking out to fpy you 'coming towards us : 
but we looked in vain; and our flattering 
hopes begin to give place to unwelcome de- 
Ipair, which is aggravated by the apprehenfions 
of a frefli relapfe of your illnefs, and is the 
caufe of my fending a fervant' to enquire after 
your health ; of which I hope to hear a good 
account ; but rather wilh to fee it in your 
perfon, and to hear it from your own mouth. 

Mr, Hall came yefterday in the evening 
to kifs your hands, but found Outing and 
me lamenting your abfence ; one feated on a turf, 
the other on a ftone at the Hermitefs's door, 
who has acquired a new bed, which may hold 
not only you, if your colic fliould oblige 
I 2 you 



1 
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you to He; down, but alfo all the agreeable 
company I hope to fee with you. It 'is the 
Bed of Ware, the vulgar fay>: our friend Out- 
ing fays it is only a fociable bed for two 
. hermits and two hermitefles : but I am not 
in the humour to joke whilft I fuppofe you 
ill. Relieve me pray from my pain, and be- 
lieve me to be faithfully and inviolably 

Your moft obliged 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Compliments from us to Mr. Jofeph Shen- 
ftone, and Mr. and Mifs Dolman. 

Mr. John Reynalds was coming here from 
Afton to meet you, but being difabled by a 
fall from his horfe, hopes (as he writes word 
to Outing) to fee you there. 

P. S. I fend you (as a fick man) fix Guinea- 
hen's eggs for your fupper, out of about as 
many more which I could have fent you, and 
would, but that the learned affure me they 
will come to nothing if fet fo late in the year ; 
whereas the few remaining in the neft may 
entice the hen to lay more for your fuppers 
at Barrells.— For want of a proper place for 
my, poultry, or rather for want of a careful 

Mrs. 
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Mrs. Arnold, I have reared but one fingle 
Guinea-chiok this year.-^If I had fuch a 
command of corn and of water a? you have, 
I ihould be apt to fall into the expence of $1 
Menagerie ; and as well as I love pine-apples, 
would prefer it. to a hot-houfc. 

I beg my humble fervice to I^ord Dudley, 
and Mr. Outing his refpe£ts. 



•• . 'f t.i ' i ' 



LETTER XXXn. 

S I Jt» Bairellf, September 8th, 1749. 

I AM doubtful whether I fhould write to you 
now, as I may expeft you are upon the road 
hither; for I^itchfield Races have, as I ima, 
.gine, left Mr, Dolman at liberty ere this; 
and your diforder has I hope left you free to 
purfue your inclinations, which Mr. Outing 
and I arc vain enough to believe Would lead 
you hither. If he denied it, he would not 
gain credit, as all his friends well know he 
has* put off other journies upon that account \ 
and if I denied it, I am fure I ihould be un* 
Juft to you, who ihew fo much partial fa- 
J 3 vour 
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vour to me and my habitation. This faA 
therefore being laid down as certain, joined 
to your not having wrote on Saturday laft, 
as you promifcd, creates in me fome fears, 
left your illnefs fhould have returned upon 
you, or not have left you long enough for 
you to truft yourfelf from home. If this 
Ihould be the cafe, I fhall be doubly difap- 
pointed : yet I cannot blanie you for choof- 
ing to be in your own houfe, when confined 
to a houle, and on your own bed, when con- 
ftrained to lay on one at hours when one moft 
wifhes and moft expefts to be able to con- 
verfe with one's friends, viz. after meak^ which 
are the moft fociable hours in life, wh^n one 
is bleft with friends and health to enjoy 
them. But, Sir, fince blankets and white-wine* 
whey have not cured you under the care of 
phyficians, I ought not to fuppofe I could per- 
form that wiftied-for talk ; and yet I will an- 
fwcr for it, that were you at BarrcUs, you 
would not be tempted to tranfgrefs the rules 
prefcribed by thofe phyficians, no more than 
you would be by the Perfiari Rice and Sher- 
bet you mention ; and that might be one ftep 
towards a cure. You would^ find no coftly 
viands here ; and as for liberty, which you 
fay you muft have to cat what you have mt % 

min4 
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mind to, you fliould have it; but as for li- 
berty to eat what you have a mind to, you 
ftiould not have it : fo psay do not think 
•when you come here, that your fteps 

« ■ I to the Huxtcr*s fav'rjr Cottage tend^'* 

for were I the uncontroukd dame that awed 
you with birchen power, you Ihould not find 
~ tliat I greeted you with fuch cates, as, by irw 
dulging your tafte, might pamper your illnefs ; 
nor ihould you walk out in unwholcfome fogs 
or dews, nor have I power to walk you round 
the margin of brooks and fountains if I would : 
fo that, in fhort, you would be here as infipidly 
fafe as ever Valetudinarian was in the clofcft - 
retreat. 

The lines you fent me I like greatly 5 but 
fince Mr. Lyttelton objedls to the two firfl: 
lines of the laft ftanza, and that you do not 
feem much pleafed with them, what if you 
were to write on your Gothic Seat only the 
two firft ftanzas, which are unexceptidnable ? 
for though the " Beecben Bowl^^ &c. is well ex- 
prefled, and would be vaftly pretty in fome 
other place, I queftion if it is neceflary here : 
and the threat (if I may fo call it) in the laft 
, ftanza, is perhaps lefs neceflary ; as any thing 
like ^threatening is what the fimplicity of a 
I 4 rural 
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jfural fwain avoids; which charaftcr you feem 
to aflume in the infcription. I I)ad the pleafure 
to read the othef iqfcription in one of yoyr 
mols-feats, and have it alfo by me in a former 
letter pf yours.— I fee you have put Harm betidi 
inftead of /// betide : the d^jBTerence is of fmall 
confequence; yet I am unwilling tp give up 
the firft (HI bePide). If you have a mind fpr 
a little more crittipifm from fuch a J^OTCritip 
^ myfelf, I think Sportive Fawns may fup- 
ply the place of Rural Fawns, as they werp 
jocular Deipes. You have put Fringed Cell ia- 
ftcad of MoJJy Cell-, which Oberon at firft 
called it ; but I love Mojfy ftill ; fo ^xx^iSl 
am I to the firft of your Editions. 

That many parts of your Farm were extr^r 
vagantly. commended by Mr. Lyttelton, Miller, 
&c. I do not wonder at, though I cannot pro- 
perly term it Extravagantly y becaufe it was fo 
juftly and reafonably : and as to the Scape- 
Goat, (as you call youc Summer-houfe) it. has 
now fome merit, and had all the merit you 
required of it at the time you built it ; but 
I confefs what you have done fince muft der 
grade it : yet I would not have it quite dit 
regarded, and rather wifh it could be- turned 
to fome ufeful ornament.-^Have you a dove- 
houfe I T{ie ncarnefs of the water would 

plealc 
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pleafc the pigeons ; and the fight of them would 
pleafe you : but let the building become 
lyhat it will, if it remains there, J would have 
it change its colour from red to white.-^Talk- 
ing of changing, I mull tell you^f my changes 
^t this cott^. Mr^ Outing has put O Venus 
Regina Gnidi in the new Pavilion over Venus's 
^hrine, oppofite my houfe, inftead of over the 
Summer-hpufp doof, where it was j from which 
Summer-houfe I have baijifhed the two motto's 
pn the fide-doors, as yoy advifed. The Pi- 
ping Fawf> is retired from the front of the 
Aviary jtp his poft in the Wood, where ht 
ft^ds in the Double Oak, in lieu of the motto 
Hue ades, &c. which being taken down, Halitd- 
runt Dii quoque Syhas is to fupply its place.--!? 
I have found a kind of natural arbor in the 
Coppice, with an oak in it, under which I 
have a mind to raife a bank of turf and put 
piy Tapping Fawn upon it to dance, with 

Caudet invifam pepuliffi foffor 
TVr pede terram 

for a» motto. Query, (fays Mr. Outing) Whe- 
ther a Fawn may be fuppofed to be a Ditcher ? 
rrl think to put over my Aviary , 

** Idle Mo^dans of the Spring, 

M Whofe only Care's to love and fing.'^ 

Which 
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Which lines arc Lbrd Rofcommon*s, and are, 
•I think, more ftriftly true of my birds in- 
caged, than of the wild ones who have employ- 
ment enough to fcek food for themfelves and 
their young.-^Pray let me know how you 
make your Mofs-Seats^ for I want fome fuch 
greatly in my Coppice. 

I beg my compliments tp Lord Dudley and 
Mr. and Mifs Dolman. Mr. Outing defires 
his to you and them, and to Mr: Jofeph Sheif- 
ftone; v^ho is, I hope, perfuaded of my re- 
gard for him, and that you are as well afliircd 
of my being. 

Sir, 

With the ftrxftcft truth. 

Your moft obliged humble fervant, • 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Laft Friday Sir Edward Boughton fent his 
fteward for Mr. Hall to go and receive his 
Prefentation to the Living of Harborough ; 
which he did, and is now gone for inilitutioa 
to the Bilhop of Litchfield and Coventry. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXXim 

S I R» Barrell8> September iiih, 17494 

THIS is Moaday J and on Saturday lall 
I wrote you a letter of great length, 
which I fent to Henley to be conveyed to thp 
Birmingham Ppft-Office, directed to you, to 
be left there; but 'finding your illncfs conr 
tinues, and not having heard from you fincc 
the letter in which you promifed to write to 
rae Uft Saturday was fevennight,. I cannot be 
cafy without a more particular enquiry con- 
cerning your health. This is the only fubject 
of my prefent meflage and letter. The laft 
letter was a medley, which if you are ill, will 
tire you to read, and will tire you more to 
anfwer; fo I leave you free to make yourfelf 
eafy about that, only beg you will let Mr.' 
Outing and rae know how you do. As to 
myfelf, I expefted to have gone to London 
this Week, but my fcheme is altered ; nor 
would I have gone if you had fent me word 
you would come. As to Mr. Outing, he has 
waited till now, and laft night fixed upon 
Thurfday for his departure, defpairing of fee^ 
JO ' ing 
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ing you 5 and Mrs. Meredith writes rac word 
flie will come with her family next week : but 
if my fervant finds -you as well as I wifh you, 
I hope ftiU to fee you and Mr, Dolman, &c. 
this weeks and will endeavour to prevail with 
^Mr. Outing to difappoint Mr. Reynalds once 
more, and defer his journey till the b^inning 
of the next -, but he fays I anfwer for more 
than is poffible for him to perform j and adds, 
that he would have gone to the Leafowes, 
liad he not expected you here daily. Such are 
the a^ravating circumftances of your diforder, 
which, without fuch aggravations, would have 
given more than fufEcient pain to your friends j 
pf which number I hope you will believe mc 
pone of the leaft jealous ; for I am^ 

Sir, 
^oft finccrely, 

ypur obliged and faithful fervant, 

]H[* LUXBOROUGH, 

We defire (that is Mr. Outing and I) many 
compliments to your Brother and your friends 
at Broom, as well as to Lord Dudley; and 
Mr. Hall defired I would give his %<i you 
when I wrote next. 

Pray 
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Pray let fomcbody, tell my fervant how your 
little Mofs-Seats are made that are in the 
Grove. 



LETTER XXXIV. 

Barrells, Wedjiefday, September 20th, 17491 
SIR, 

COULD I fuppofe that you laid any ftrefk 
upon ceremonial^ which is only the fha- 
dow of friendlhip, where you are fecure of its 
fubftance, I would make you many apologies 
for fending this letter by the poft, which I 
ought to have fent to the Leafowes on Monday 
by a fervant, who fhould alfo have gone to 
Broom to enquire how all the agreeable com* 
pany that l^t Barrells on Sunday gqt to their 
i*efpeftive houfcs. The omiflion of thefe ci- 
vilities I confefs, and hope to be abiblved 
when you confider that they do not proceed 
from an ungrateful mind. I could not have 
performed them without a good deal of incon- 
venience to myfelf ; and I know they cauld 
' not be of any confequence to you : but you 
may be affured, that your obliging vifit gave 
6 me 
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me much ^leafure, and its fhbrt duratioh much 
regret, however wantii^ I may be in cxpreflT. 
ing it. 

Mr. Outing left me yefterday morning, 
much lamenting that he did not go the day 
i)efore, when he feenicd to grudge every ra^ of 
fun that was feen at Barrells, and to dread 
every drop o? rain that might fall the next 
day on the road to Afton. His fears fhould 
hare made him conf«k fome fldlful almanack- 
maker; but trufting to his own obferv^ions, 
I believe; he met witli a little rain, which 
(however lightly it might fprinkle him) would 
I ddirt fay make him curie the unjcyaus wea- 
ther, and call himfdf an 4iifartumti hero more 
thaft once. 

I fee in the news-paper an adverrife«!nent of 
a Poem, dedicated to the Duchefs of Somerfet, 
abbut Family Prayer, by one who feems to 
be a grfeat admirer of Mr. Hervey. I fliould 
im^ine it to be by the Chaplain fhc talks of 
ill her letter % but do not know. : 

The firft thing i did on Monday was to or- 
<ter the Ha! Hal to be lowered two bricks; 
but found it not neceffary to lower it even 
one ; for rfic paper you ftuck up is feen from 
the HalUDoor by Jowering the earth a coofidcr- 

able 
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abk length of way. So much higher was ic 
than the Ha! Ha! that it was that which ob^ 
ftrufi:ed the view totally, and not the wail. I - 
alfo flaked out the ground for the fweep of 
pallifadocs and trees at the hither end of the 
Long Walk, and I banilhed the auricula-pots 
from the Library- Window ; and yefterday I 
wrote to befpeak the pediment 6>r the Pavi- 
lion. More I ceuld not do in this fhort time; 
but will have regard to your advice about the 
Shrubbery. 

Should you, if you chofe to erefl: in my 
Coppice an urn to the memory of a friend, 
place it in one of the corners where the trees 
feem ik> form- an -arbotir, f)r ifi the Middle- 
Walk, from whence you now fee Clavcrden ? 
As the latter place is to be filled with trees, it 
m^ht be perceived through them perhaps to 
fomc advantage ffom the Shrubbery and Sum- 
mer-houfe; but if fo, it weuld require to be 
httgher than in the remote par^s of the Wood. 
How high ihould you like the pedeftal ? and 
how high the urA in either place ? 

I hope tO' hear your colic is become a 
ftranger to you, and that you will not proroke 
it by nuts, &e. and I wifh aft your irtiprove- 
rticnts may profper, and gratify your own taflre, 

Which 



»» LADY LUXBOROUGri^s 

which is (b pleafing to others, and which af- 
fords particular pleafure to, 

Sir, 

Your obliged humble vfervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH* 

If Miis Dolman has left the Leafowes, pray 
be fo kind as to convey the inclofed card to 
Broom. 



LETTER XXXV. 

SIR* Taerday» Odober lOth. 

AS I am at prefent in as languid (though 
not info painful) a condition as you 
have lately been, I might have been excufed 
by you, had I not wrote till I found myfelf 
better; but I fhould not be excufed by myfelf. 
My own reproaches would be continual tor- 
ments to me, did I not take the earlieft oppor- 
tunity of returning thanks for the Ode you 
fent me^ and for the unmerited compliment 
it makes to me, and to my little retreat. Were 

ftria 
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ftri<5t tfuth as neceffary to poetry as It is to 
hiftory, yoa would be guilty of a great fault 
in placing the fcenc here, where the Mufes 
never come, except when you bring them. But 
as poetical licences are allowable, this error may 
be fo too : ind I am perfuaded no other can 
be found in your plan •, nor do I believe that 
even you can find any thing in the compofition 
to amend, and yet I will not give a copy till 
you permit mc^ becaufc I would not willingly 
difobey any of your commands.— Befides the 
plcafure your letter and verfes afford me in 
reading, and the pride they indulge in making 
me the fubjeft of them, they give me a third 
fatisfadtion, which exceeds the others, and that 
is, the looking upon them as proofs of your late 
dilbrder having quite left you : which I think 
J may do ; for illncfs would difable your ge- 
nius from working with that vigour one may 
obferve in thefe produftions of it. And indeed 
the very impreffions which bodily pain com- 
monly leaves, would be yet too recent in a 
vulgar mind to allow it the free ufe of its 
faculties : but yours is fuperior to others, 
even when it is moft Opprefled. 

Monday, i6th» 
I was tdo much out of order to continue 
my letter till to-day -, but am now fo much 
K better. 
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better, that I proceed to tell you that my onljr 
architeft (who is a joiner at Warwick) h^pens 
to be very ill, fo that the pediment is no^ 
finifhed: perhaps not begun. I have ordered - 
him to make it low, and agreeable to tl^ Doric 
order, as the pillars of the Temple are, I men-, 
tioned three urns : he talks of three figures* 
I do not know if three balls would not be as 
well. Lord Burlington ufes them a good, 
deal. — When I have an opportunity, I will 
enquire of the knowing which are the proper 
books of Architefture for your ufe ; and in the 
mean time will fend you the only one I have 
that teaches the rudiments of that fcience. 
Worfe print or worfe paper you never faw! 
*It coft me five fliillings at one of Ofbome's 
fales, thirteen years ago. Perhaps you will 
get a better printed one of the kind> if^you 
like this upon looking it over.— As to the 
urn for Mn Somervile, he has wrote me the 
price of a plain one ift wood, and alfo ia 
^ Warwick ftone; but it is only twenty inches 
high at that price: which I fupppfc is not 
half high enough ; and he fends a frightful 
common pedeftal in the inclofed drsiught.— I 
have a fancy for an urn on a round altar, and 
have fcrawled out fuch a thing myfelf, and 
fent it to. Mr. Willianis to put in oil, and 
.7 ta 
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to paiht green trees rounds that I may guefs at 
the cff^di it will have. The urn I drew from 
a little pair the Dvtchefs of Somerfet turned 
for me in wood, from an antique urn the 
Countcfs of Pomfret brought her from Itajjr, 
Ic has no coven You will fee how it is when 
Williams fends it back. In the mean time^ 
pray think of a place to fet the urn in i for 
1 cannot pieafe myfelf ^bout it. 

Juft at this place of my letter 1 am inter* 
rupted by one from Mifs Fatty Meredith, to 
delire I will fend four of my horfes to join two 
of Mrs. Meredith's to bring them hither from 
Wolfeley-Bridge on Friday next the 20th 5 
fo 1 will . not fend this epiftle till they come, 
<hoofing to wait, in order to make it more 
worth your reading, by fending you Mifs 
Patty's opinion, and Mifs Harriot's, about pla- 
cing the urn. 

I will only add here, that I am forry for the 
ufage you have met with from your Parfon : but 
hope your path goes on, and could wifh it had 
been where you propofed, in defiance of ecclefi- 
aftical fpite ; but fince that is impracticable, ac 
leaft flatter myfelf that you will difappoint his 
malicious intent, by making a path oh your own 
land equally pretty, and out of the reach of 
their powers, who endeavoured to prevent the 
K 2 , didates 
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diftates of your taftc. Place it ever fo far 
from them, it is poffible their envy may reach 
it, and trace it to its full extent: but what 
of that, if they cannot moleft it otherwife ? 
And I will fancy you can have one that will 
even exceed in beauty that which you firft 
thought of. 

We^efday, Oaober a5tl|. 
By various accidents I have waited in vain 
for Mrs. Meredith till this day, and have not 
yet had time to write, nor weather to feck for 
fituations in the Coppice. 

Friday, 27th. 

To-morrow morning a fketch of Mifs Patty's 
will go to the Leafowes, in hopes of faving 
thfc town of Birmingham ; but it iis impoflible 
to find time to write a line with it. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

S I R» November ift, 1749, 

PRAY read the inclofed letter firft. — ^I 
hope you received a Sketch on Saturday, 
~This beginning will feem abrupt c more fi> 
than Mr. WhiiUer^s ! bui my reafon for it 

19 
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is the fame as his. If he is pardoned after a 

iilence of fix months, perhaps I may receive 

the fame favour. My filcnce was not of fuch 

iong duration. My crime was not fo great, 

becaufe it did not deprive you of fo much 

pleafure ; and tny contrition is as great as his 

can be : and if ypu will believe me, I blufli as 

much as he could do ; and neither of us can 

exprefs tlbaf upon paper ; therefore, I hope 

you will believe us both, and reftore me as well 

as Mr. Whiftler to , your friendfliip. My 

pleading for him is an a6t of fwpererogation, 

as he has pleaded fo much better for himfelf : 

, and yet I have no other way of {hewing my 

gratitude for his mention of me. How proud 

ihould I be of what he fays of me, were I not 

at the fame time humbled, by knowing my 

merit cannot have attradled his applaufe, fince 

he never was in my company ! Tlie fame con- 

fideration fhould make me wilh he never might 

be in it, left he (hould be undeceived to my difad- 

vantage. But upon the whole, weighing my lofles 

and gains by the notion I have conceived of his 

converfation by what I have feen of his writings, 

I think I would venture to let him difcover my 

ignorance, rather than be deprived of his com* 

pany, which you promifed laft year to give 

ine, by his accompanying you tp Barrells j 

K3 where ^ 
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where (by the way) if you picafc to comfe 
now, I can offer you more than I have yet 
been able to do ; which is the converfation of 
Mrs. Meredith and four of her daughters.— 
The Yellow Room which Mifs Dolman lay 
in, when you was laft here, is empty.— I fh6u]d 
rejoice to fee you.— The month of Oftobcr 
calls upon you to affift me in planting -, and I 
know you would not choofe to be remifs in 
afts of friendlhip. I offer you an occafion 
of (hewing yours 5 and unlefs you go. to Lon- 
don to meet Mr. Whiftler, I think I may expcdt 
you will do me this favour before the new 
moon decays. I would fain endeavour to 
wipe off the prejudice you have taken againft 
Autumn ; and if thefe four young ladies do 
not aflift me, I fear I (hall never meet with 
fuccefs ; nor can any thing be more likely to 
enliven the melancholy afpe^ you dread when 
days grow (hort and leaves turn yellow. 

We have fcarched every corner of the Cop^ 
pice, and can find no oak-tree favourable to 
our defign, unlefs it is the great double oak, 
within which Outing placed the Piping Fawn. 
The tree is unexceptionable for that ufe ; but 
the fituation you will think, I dare fay, too 
much expofed, efpecially as the entrance is (q 
rery near from the Abelc Walks : if that can 

be 
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be obviated, perhaps thickening that pare 
iwrith trees and evcr-grcens may render it more 
proper : if not, Mifs Harriot, nor Mifs Pattjr, 
nor I, can think of no place but the brink of 
the Pit, a little below which ftands an oak» 
• that fpreads a good deal over it ; againft which 
oak Mifs ' Patty, in the inclofcd Sketch, pro- 
pofes to fet the urn and altar, and to fhade it 
round with yews, laurels, &c. and give up the 
reft of the Fit to the open field, and alfo 
to plant the Sand Walk that now leads into 
the Coppice and up to the Two Chairs, full 
of trees, and let the way be a narrow ferpen- 
tirie path through it, backward from the Pit, 
leading into* the inward part of the Coppice; 
on the right fide of which is an old ftump 
. of oak, which may make a proper back to a 
root-feat, from whence you will view the urn 
in a diredt line fronting fo as to be able to 
read the infcription.— Let us know if you 
conceive my meaning and Mifs Patty's Draw- 
ing ; and whether our idea is likely to appear 
well when put in praftice. 

I received two days ago, Mr. Williams's 
Sketchy as he calls it, though he has made it 
a real Pifture from my Sketch, and has made 
the pedeftal fquare inftead of round, faying 
it is moft proper as the urn is round : his paint- 
K4 ing 
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ing has no r^g;^ to fituat2on.«— The i^eps ia- 
Mifs Patty^s Sketch arc, if you remember, 
leading into the Pit from a corner over againft 
the great oak, zxid terminate by fonie willows. 

Mifs Jiarriot fays,-^-rQuery. Would it be 
amifs, inftead pf planting the Sand* Walk, %o 
throw the earth down fo as to make it a turfed 
(lope from the Coppice, inftead of a perpendi-r 
cular fide of . 9 Pit as it now is ? and would 
it not help to take off fhe ugly look of % 
marle-pit which if now has ? 

Mifs Patty is amufing hfrfelf in copying 
Watts, and I in being a thief, which fhe com-» 
plains the more of^ as the boy ihe was draw- 
ing is not finifhedi but J will ipclofe it it\ 
fpite of her, becaufe I am 

Your faithful friend 

•and hum ble lervan t, 

H, LUXBOROUGH, 

p. S. I fent your letter to Oyting in onp 
of my own, but no anfwer. 

Mr. HalJ defires his beft cprnpliments, and 
fets but for Oxford and London next Monday, 
r^As I am in a ftealing humour, I Iiave ftolc 
the original and only copy of his Aflize Ser- 
^fion to fend you, becayfe I heard you fay 

you 
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you wewed tjo fe^ it. Pray fend it back, for 
be khf^iMtudy forbade tnj Ibewitig it, u not 
deeming it worthy. I 4o not think my dis- 
obedience 43 a breacK of ^endfliip, i>ecaui« 
I Hkie the ieraaoo, 

Compiimcntfi tp your Brother, to Lptd Dud« 
ky, aiad to Mr. wad Mifs Dolman,— Permit mjr 
fenrsnt to ftay till moraing.^r^^^rs. ^nd Mi£r 
Merediths are obliged by your mentiop o^ 
tiiem^ and defile compliments to you. 

I am iwry old Etnms is deprived of the 
pleafure of conveying this packet. It is large 
enough, if its merit was judged by its fi?«, 
to favefcH-ty fuch towns 9s Birminghamt 
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S I R^ Wedaefdayi November 8tli, 1 749, 

IH A V E heard of giving one guinea to a 
mufician to play, and ten to leave off*. 
Thus are yow, I believe, by this time incline 
able to reward old Emm^ ^nd to difmifs her 
from the o^e of poftwoman. For her fake 
I ought to write ieldomer^ unkfs I could 
fnake pay letters; f^ch as po^ld render her 

welcome 
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welcome when flie prefents you with the lai^ 
packets flie finds at Bu'mingham from Bar- 
rells.— What occafions my troubling yoii 
again fo foon is, that Mrs. Meredith and her 
daughters leave me the beginning of next 
week, and I ihould be glad to knowv before 
that, what fize you would choofe the urn and 
pedeftal fhould be of: for as to the lefier 
ones at Hagley, you do not mention their di- 
menfion; and the twenty inches Mr« Hands 
ta}ked of, was caufed by the miftake of a figure 
in my letter. The little nook which you have 
forgot, is over againft you when you fit under 
the greaf double oak, and from it go down 
winding fteps which I had cut a great while 
ago in the earth to lead^ to the Ijottom of the 
Pit, but are fhaded by the trees which grow 
on the brink of it j and a little before you 
come to the bottom, there is like a narrow 
landing-place, where grows a fliort row of 
willows, which form a kind of little hedge at 
the foot of ah old oak which grows on the 
bank, and there is the fpot we propofcd to 
fet the urn. Mifs Patty drew it wrong, when 
flie made it of a line with the tree ; and Mifs 
Harriot's propofal is to flope off the bank 
quite from the trees on the left fide the walk 
which now is, down to the, faid willows, which 

arc 
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are at prefent four feet and a half below the 
edge of the bank ; and I believe it will have 
a good tSeSt. Mils Patty has firawkd (for 
ifac can do nothing well with compares) throa 
views of an urn, viz. one front and two end^ 
views. — Query, Whether the harp and the 
reeds Ihould be carved flat on the urn, or pro*- 
je6t as in N*. i. and whether you like the 
fhape ; as alio if diis Ionic pedeftal is fuitable, 
and whether with or without the bay-wreath 
or the fquare for the infcription ?•— 1 never 
intended four lyres. We did intend to leave 
the lower part of the Pit, from the Willows 
downwards, pcrpendicular.-^I am glad you 
like balls for the pediment. The fweep is 
formed by the pal^fades: the elms are all 
moved fram the lawn on thp fouth-fide my 
houfe, to ftop up the opening of the Coppice 
on the eafl: from hence as you direfbed, and 
fome limes are among them. 

I thank you for fending Gibbs^s book ; 
which I will take care of, but never yet 
could admire his tafte in Architefture. The 
monument for the late Duke of Newcaftle 
gives' a fpecimen of it •, and even his genteelelt 
things he difgraces commonly with fome awk- 
ward ornament. His building at Cambridge 
J have fcen, but never could like.^-*Pardon me 

for 
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for giving toy opinion, which is of no value x 
it cannot hurt Mr, Gibbs, nor can it be of 
§By ifi^ovtment to you. So I will kavc off 
l^<^ and haften to alfure you» that I am, 

With pcrfeft truth and cftcem, 

Yqut faithful and obliged fcrvant, 

H. LVXBOROUGH, 

The Ladies defire their cotnplinientSt aod 
fctom thanks for yours» and wifli to fee you 
here. I have hopes Outing will come too 
ixfote they ga-^Pray write on Saturday, 

.Pray give me a few Engliflj words exprcffivo 
of Mr« SocaerVile's chamber ; for I had only 
tboi^t of pvttiflg 

^ Sacred to tbe Memory of William Soin(rvile> Efyairt/* 

Your Latin Motto's are, I am perfuaded, 
very well chofe. Perhaps a I-ady fliould not 
pot up any in an wAnown tongm^ but I havq 
already ened that way, fb may as well gD on. 
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LETTER XXXVin. 

BsfreUs, Wcdaefibjr, Novtnbar S9t]i» 1749. 
SIR* Begim Tocfdajr Nigkt» aSdi. 

I DO not knovr whether I am making rep«- 
ration for my paft offence^ Siknciy or 
committing a vrturfe; hj BabbSt^i for I noc 
only anfivcard your letter by your frnrant, but 
wrote again the very next day ; and ftill iipon 
the fame fubjeft. Urns. I hoped for an an^ver 
laft Thurfdayv bat not having one, I now 
torment you with a third epiftlc^ which will 
probably draw, another from you; and, was 
your politenefs out of the queftioo, I flioald 
expefl: it to be an order for me to ftop my 
pen : I think it would be juft ; and as the 
French ftyle (and French every thing) is fa* 
Ihionable, it might be allowable for you to fiiy 
in that language tx> me, CeU fi^t: which 
phrafe I have often heard ufed by thofe who 
would be ihocked to hear in rough Englifii 
*' IMd ywr t^figue^^ though I think fiund 
makes die difitrence, not Jen/i. Talking of 
that, who Would have thought a pack of 
French ftroUcrs could ever in any fliape havt 
influenced the choofing or reje&tng a Member 

of 
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of the Britifli Parliament ? and yet the advei- 
tifements about the Weftminfter £le£bion (hew 
them to be Perfonages of Confequenc€.--'It is 
it feeihs fa&^that a pretty good fet of Engliih 
Actors who made an( attempt to fet up a ftage 
in a province on the out-{kirts of , France^ 
(where our language, was a little underftood) 
were driven off with the utmoft fcurrility ^ and 
yet pur Noblejfe iuppdrt their itrollers here; 
for they are, I hear, eftablifhed in fpite of the 
fracas made by the Gallery \ being well fup- 
ported by our Lords» Ladies^ and ftill more 
by fome of our OfEcers, who though they^ ran 
away from the French in Flanders^ are eager 
to follow them here, and to pay their obfe« 
quious devoirs to the outcaft of them.— What 
will not Englifhmen now bear ! 

Were it permitted to find fault with M— fty, 
I fhould be angry Penlez did not receive the 
Royat Mercy. But on the other hand, I am 
pleafed with the K«— g*s anfwer to the D— ke of 
Ne w J who went to his clofet exulting 
with joy to inform him <rf the fortunate event 
of Sir Watkin*s death : ** I am forry for it ; 
(anfwered his M— — fty) *' he was a worthy 
" man, and an open enemy." This fine an- 
fwer makes one regret that his Min— 'rs govern 
inftead of him.*— But how happens it pray/ 

' that 
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that I talk fomething tending towards politics 

ta y$u ? I do not conceive what could make 

it enter into my head : but when it did do ib» 

I can eafily conceive it would fly away with 

my pen ; for fo negligently as I write, the 

firft ideas that prefent themfelves go oflF to my 

friends, unpoliflied and unconneded: but to 

others I give only a very little fiummerfy and fo 

conclude. This word flummery^ you muft 

know, Sir, means at London, fiaUerj end cam^ 

pliment ; and is the prefent reigning word 

aniong the Beaux and Belles. Pardon my 

telling you what your Dictionary would not 

have told you ^ and pardon me alfo for boaft- 

ing of knowing fomething about the fafl>ions 

my neighbours do not know, and which, thanks 

to Chance, I do know !-^ hope this lelf-exalta- 

tion will not draw upon noe the guilt of the 

arrogant Pharifee. My knowledge does not 

extend very far, as learned as I am ; and yet 

I know that it is the fafhion for every body 

to write a couplet to the fame tune (viz. an old 

country-dance) upon whatever fubjed occurs 

to them ; I ihould fay upon whatever perfon, 

with their names to it. Lords, Gentlemen, 

Ladies, FlirtS;, Scholars, Soldiers, Divines, 

Mafters, and Miiles, are all authors upon this 

occaiion, and alfo the objects of each other'Snfa* 

tire : ^ makes an offcnfive medUy^ and might be 

called 
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called a poUpiiarn\ which is a potful of all 
kinds of flowers which arc fcvcrally perfumes^ 
and commonljr wken mixt and rotten, fmell 
irery ill. This coa^e fimile ia yet too good 
for about twenty or thirty couplets I have fcen, 
and they are all perfonat and foolifli Jatire^ even 
feverally^ fo I will not fend thcm.s but to 
make amends for my grave politics^ I will 
&nd you a good pretty innocent Ballad, wrote 
by a Mifs Jenny HaoMlton^ a pretty girl about 
tDWA^ who \% going to marry Mort^ the Author 
of^ the Foundling, and writes word of it hcr- 
&lf in this n^anner to an intimate friend in the 
country* It conlifts, a& you will find, of 
puns (or as the French properly call it, Jac 
de mots) upon his name ; and though I never 
was a lover of puns, I do not diflike the na- 
tural fprightly turn of thefe % and I hope they 
will amule you a few moments, fo^ the reafon 
you quote from Cibber (himfelf!) " That 
" fmall matters amufe in the country." The 
truth of which nK>ft people have felt, or are 
unfeeling and unhappy^. 

As^ to myfclf, I have ftrayed three days of 
the laft week in the woods ^ or to be lefs 
poetical, I have ftbod from Eleven to Five 
each day, in the lower port of my I-ong Walk, 
planting aiKi difplanting, openin^g views, &:c. 
6 Iwiib 
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1 ^lih it may be for the better. There Were 
fad fcrub-trees, if you remember, planted as if 
it was to reprefent a Ihooting-bow ; for they 
formed a curve on one fide, and a ftraight line 
on the other : this led to the lower gates that 
part the Lane from the Walk. Twenty-fevcn 
good! ftrsyght elms, inftead of them, make the 
lines parallel ; and I have hopes of knocking 
down ttn icckjiaftical trees, which obftruftcd 
the profpeft (as you and Mr. Hall aflured me) 
from the Old Summer-houfe.*— If the whole 
College of King's in Cambridge Ihould be 
more favourable to me than one finglc joint, 
of a foe (I will not fay limb) of a College 
which you had to deal with, I (hall triumph : 
but; I muft not brag too foon; perhaps my 
fcheme may prove as abortive as yours. 

I want to know your anfwer about the 
Urns being under the Double 04k.— Pray tell 
my friend Tom I make my fervants coUedt all 
the roots and lay them at the door of the 
Coppice, againft he exerts his (kill in rearing 
them up into the form he propofcs. 

The a(king you to come here at this feafon,^ 
is downright Irilh a(rurance: but it is allow- 
able, I hope, to wi(h it.*— Whenever mjhing is 
mentioned, the Green Book prcfents it(elf to 
rtiy view : but it is as in a djream that vani(hes. 
, L *— I have 
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-^I have fcnt a fpecial rocflenger to Somer- 
viles-Afton, to Outing ; nor without remind- 
ing him of your juft reproof (at leaft it is JuJ^ 
as far »s concerns writii^\ for as to ridi^ 
you cannot expe£l it. I am fure he would not 
reach the Mines of Peru at this fc^n, if th^y 
were hut thirty miles off, in a fortn^ht, 
though he were to bring away a^ mi>ch as b^ 
could deiire of their riches. He thit\ks it im- 
prafticable to come to Barrells, whijch is four- 
teen miles, though he promifed^ ihi^igh liis 
doaths are here, and though the Bif minghaoQ- 
coach could carry him any Mondsiy froi^ 
Henley to London, by Oxford*, which ^Vir 
veniency is newly eftabliihed, to oui^ gres^j 
ctnolumcnt. Would it not be a good fch«ne 
(this dirty weather, when riding is na more; 
a pleafure) for you to come fov^e N^nday 
in the fiid fbage-coach from. Birmingham, tq 
breakfaft at Barrells (for they always breakfait: 
at Henley) ^ and on the Saturd&y following, 
it woi^lci convey you back to Birmingham^ 
unlefs you would ftay longer, which would 
l?e better ftill, and equally eafy P'for the ftage 
goes every week the fame road; it break- 
£afts at Henley, and lies at Chipping Norton v 
goes early next day to Oxford, ftays there all 
day and nighty and gets on the third day to 

London : 
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l^hdoa : Which from Birmingham at this 
feafan • is pretty yjeH, conlidering how long 
they are at Oxford ; artd it is much more 
Agreeable to the country than the Warwick 
way was.— *But why has this coach induced mc 
to begin upon another fheet of paper ? It is a 
fliame to torment you fo, and With fuch 
nonfenfe.— •■You once, I remember, Sir> com- 
mended iny hand- writing and qorreftnefs 5 but 
this will (hew it was ail flummery. 

I a&ed you what your new iodks were, or 
pamphlets? Yom did not anfwer me: per- 
iiaps you had not gone through them.— I wiflt 
the people in town would give themfelves 
time to wrke^ and amufe us a little: but I 
believe they neither write nor read. How can 
tibey, as their time is taken up with new- 
faihioned amufcments, which, like Eternity^ 
Jiavc neither beginning nor end ? I imagine 
Jleep will be left off, for I do not hear of aa 
hour allotted for it. As to thought, it has 
4Bmpk>yn>ent enough in weighing thefe differ- 
ent amufements, and forting them fo as not 
to lofe any in the twenty-four hours: And 
bookfellers I believe might fliut up (hop, if it 
was not for us country-puts. Perhaps when 
the Jubilee is over, there may be a celTation to 
the prefent whirl of diverfions. 

L 2 My 
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My paper and the clock remind mc that 
it i^ late; fo I employ the reft of the fpace 
left, in afluring you that I am, with great 
cftcem, and without one particle of fiutn^ 
mery, Sir, 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGM* 

Prom my Bdd-Room, Wednefday, 29th. 
My writing a Poftfcript after fo long a 
letter is not according to the fftnefs of thin^s^ 
I confefs it; but I cannot well avoid it, ifor 
here enters the meflengcr whom I fcnt yefter- 
day to Outing. 

Paft Five in the Afteraoon. 

This proved a miftake, and the meflcngef 
is not yet returned ; and I am obliged to fend 
this letter away now, or it will be too late to 
give it in charge to thofe who are to carry it 
to-morrow. 

My compliments to your Brother, and at 
Broom. 

X Be it kfiowoy thefe words thurs applied are fa(hioDabIe« 
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LETTER XXXIX. 

S I R» ' Bu'rells, December 6th, 1749* 

YOUR letter qf the 26th ult, and mine of 
the 29th, croffed each other at Birming^ 
ham. The ' next day yours arrived fafc at 
Barrells, and gave me more than wonted plea^ 
jure, as my Ipirits much wanted fuch a cor- 
dial, being deprefled by various things, parti- 
cularly by the death of Mr. DaviSj who leaves 
his Widow, (my friend) whom I love and 
cfteem, in deep afflidtion, though without tears, 
or pomp of forroWf . He was a gentleman-like 
plan, generous, and capable of being a friend ; 
which many in higher life arc not : and to her 
Ji^ wa5 Brother, Father, Friend, as well as 
gender Hufband. She had not recovered 
the concern the lofs of her only child had 
caufed her, when this greater misfortutie befel 
her.-^We are all born to fufFer affliftions ; and 
I have had a large fliare : but I fincerely 
proteft none has ever been felt by me fo fe- 
verely as thofe which have befallen ,my friends. 
And as if that was well known to my evil 
(tar, it flieds its influence over moft of thofd 
\a 3 . pcrfons 
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perfons I have an afFedtion for.—- Pray God 
it may not reach you ! 

Here I break off to tell you Outing's an- 
fwer to my meffage in his own words ; which 
are thrfe, " My motions are at ib great an 
** uncertainty, that it makes me uneafy to 
** myfelf and rude to my friends. The ho^es 
** of feeing Mr. Shenftone prevented me fronj 
^* writing to himj and now that I am able. to 
^ do it, J>Fiir^ imp Jtience prevents me from 
^* telling him fo." — This laid /F///, you mufb 
know., is the meffenger I fent early one rriorn- 
ing, and lie did not return till late next even^ 
ing, becaufe Mr. Outing kept him to have 
time to anfwer my letter ; which he did an- 
fwer about the tenth part of: the diftance is 
fourteen miles, and the meffenger a fpeedy one. 
— Jacky Reynalds has been here fince, and tells 
me he is at prefent at Sir Robert Cocks*s, 
confulting every perfon and every map to find 
out (not the longitude, but) the nearefk way to 
Portlmouth, whether through London or 
aerofs the country. His perfon is ftill as 1 
fuppofe in Gloucefterfhire, his befl: cloaths 
are at Barrells, and his thoughts on board the 
Hazard Sloop (where the lad he- has the care 
of is to be placed) or rather on the road thi- 
^ther, where I do not doubt but he fancies there 
9 are 
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ttre dnagons innumerable waiting for him ; for 
an indolent peribn may form as many dififcul^ 
ties when he is to undertake a journey, as || 
^ child frightened by its nurfe, or a perfon I 
tvho has the night-mare fees bugbears. \^ 

The hopes you givfc me of the Green- 
Book f^s my imagination, and I flatter toy- 
iclf the firft fwallow will bring it; for I d6 
not imagine you will honour the robin-red- 
breaft with your errand; and he is the only 
feathered vifitant I am likely to h^vt fbr fotnfe . 
pme. 

If I was hot tender of Encroaching upon ^ 
Mrs, Emme Scudamore's rights, I would pro- 
pofe to you to excharige a pair or two of 
pigeons of the carrier kind (of which I have 
fomc) t^i^ ^ring; and by winter they may 
pofiyey letters to and from the Leafowes and 
Barrjflh with great diligence,- without h^r 
affiilance, or her friend William's, Why fhouid 
it not be done here a§ well as abroad, as it is 
^fpeeiail^ liy pur mercf^ants in the cafterh 
Countries, who oftcn^ gain riches by early ad- 
\\Q^ that expeditioiis way? and why fhouid 
|he fund of fortune b<t ftill fupplied with care, 
f nd that' of friendftiip neglected ? It is to the 
latter I would raife ah altar, and wifti to ha^e 
\% ^a?e p 6rigb*t as that fcems to do in tJie 
L A. ipgeniou* 
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ingenious device you fent me, ythich is (/!mf 

compliment) the prettieft of the kind I tvcv 

faw for a feal ; and hope you will permit me 

to make uie of it by Having one cut according 

tp it, 

Sunday, December 1 0*, 1 749f 

Here I broke off, with an intention of 
copying my letter, and fending a neater edition 
of it, this being full of blots ; but had not a|i 
opportunity of fending it fafely to Birming- 
ham; when on Fridayr/il^ received yours, pf thip 
5th, and this moment your laft, of the 7th, by 
Pedley's fon. As he is to return in the 
iporning early, and I am to have Lord Archer 
^d other company at dipner to-mprrow, I fhall 
not have time to copy it over ; fo beg you will 
excufe it, and receive this inqorred epiftle for 
the fake of its candPur, not fpr its .wit or i^s 
beauty : for it has no more prctpncie to eithef^ 
than a hurdygurdy has to harmony, . 

I think Mr.^ Meredith's account pf your 
Grove is a yery true one ; and as to what r^ 
lates to the buildipgs (fince he choofes to 
make a parallel bet>yeen them and thofe at 
Hagley) I dare f^y you will not difpute giv- 
ing the preference to the latter j nor fet your 
Gothic Bench in oppolition to their Gothic 
f;^ftle ; and yet giye me leave to fay the fqr- 
^ mcr 
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SBCr is in the better tgflre and proportion. Mr. 
Meredith never few Hagley, therefore I won^ 
«ier how he came to fpeak c^ it as a judge: 
^hat he admires the I/eafowes is certain, and 
is juft.'i— I hat:e puns as much as you can do ; 
tut they ferve now and then, as fuch dilhcs 
^vhich the French call Hors d'auvresj to inters 
iperfe amongft thole pf oiore fyibftancp, and 
are counted as nothings 

. I lil^e your fancy of making your parioQ 
JBifliQp of Nova Scotia, which would bf 
making him of fome ufe, I have nqt experir 
fenced the goqd luck you wifh me with ^ccle- 
iiaftics : fo cannot fay any thing in their far 
your; though I wifti I.coyld, becaufe of their 
function, which puts it in their power to do 
good or hurt; ancj they generally chogfe thp 
Jatter. 

It is time to fpeak to you about the Urn; 
which I cannot do without returning you a 
million of f hanks for your interefting yourfelf 
fo much in what gives me pleafure, and for 
the trouble you have given yourfelf in draw- 
ing out the feveral Iketches pf urns ; all 
which ^re in ejfcecding good tafte, if mine 
piay be permitted to judge. I fent pne (the 
fmalleft in the drawings) to Warwick, to alk 
^ijrj^at it would cpft if executed quite plain 

Yf'ith 
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with ?he pccjf ftal, and the fize of the le^r 
pnes 4t Hagley, according to what you wrote 
me about them ^ and ai^ to have an anfver 
next Tviefday, though I do not propofe having 
it made yet; for the weather will not allow 
it to be fet up witn fafc^y, as I imagine, til^ 
about April.-r^I ^ouid ^tnploy Pedley. pte- 
fef aWy to any other workman, if I - h^ it 
worked at home, both from your recomm^fe-. 
datioft and his own Ikill ; &s alfo firotn compaA 
lion for his misfortunes: but I haye feyehij 
reafbns Which prevent niy having it ^kSfici A^ 
home ; and amongft others, I have no pfect^ 
to have it worked in, nor any to keep i^ ift 
when finilhed, titl it is a proper feafon t;6 fet 
it up. Had Pedley had ^ny dweHing ivhere 
lie coiild have' made it,- and froni* whence J 
could have fent for it, I would order it in^ 
mediately, though it were to coft me morej 
but as it is, 1 cannot employ him, becaufe 
1 cannot have it done at home; which I am 
forry fpf, efpeciafly as you. Sir, recommend 
him, whidh weighs not a Kttle with me ; nor. 
fiiall any one elfe do that or any thing in his 
way for me but him, if ever I have any 
ftonc worked here. 
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SIR, Vedflcfday. . 

WH E N I anfwercd yotrrs by^ your 
' fcrvant, I told you I had not timB 
to exaiiiine the urns you kindly flk^tchcd 
out for me (Mr, AHcn, &c. chattering round 
meX> I have now loolfj^d thefn over, xod 
like tbcm well. I th^ftk t?he ppoportbn of 
the large one (N^ 5.) fe^nvs to be very Jiift; 
and I believe the Itfler fize is big enough ibr 
my Imall Coppice. I cannot 
admire the foliage at the necks 
of the urns, ekher at bottom 
or on the coven I think thofe 
fluted thus are better ; and it is 
fuQ ornamental enough, if they 
nsuft not be quite plain. A^ to the placing 
the Eoetieal Attributes either on the urn ^r 
the -pedeftal, or on both, y^u have* given 
iraricty of agreeable ipccimens^ I confefs^ 
vhat pleafes my eye mod: is the fiftula and 
pipe go the fifth urn, and the oval /wipeath on 
the jfirft pedcftad. The lyre, .creft as it is 
fecwn on the fecond pedeftal, i cannot ad* 
patt'f nor da I fikc the forroundiDig feftoons^ 
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N^. I, 3, 4, fo well as the flight feftooti iq 
the middle : fo that I had fixed ^upon having 
the pipe, &c. on the urn, and the wreath on 
the pedeilal, and was confidering about what 
fhaiajd be on the other fide, when I recol- 
)e(£ted, that if the yrn is placed, as I lafl: prq- 
pofed, under the ^ great Double Oak, there 
will onjy be one fide feen perfedt, viz, that 
which will front the new entrance at the 
corner of the Pit ; the oppofite fide will be 
Jiid by the tree, and th? ficje towards the Serr 
yice Walk will be filled up with trees, aad 
the fame on the other fide : Therefore . if you 
think thaf foniething prnamentaj ijiould be 
feen through the trees, we ipuft h»ye a fur- 
rounding feftoon of natural flowers tied with 
knots, as in N^ 3 : But (if you have no objcc^^ 
tion) I fhould rather like to have the urn plain 
all but on one fide, as is for example Mrs. 
Lyttelton*s urn in Hagley Church, where fhc 
is lying on a couch; and nothing is reprc-r 
fentied on th? Qther^ three fides. In this cafe, 
I would by all means have the pipe, &c. as 
you have introduced it (N*. 5.) on the lai^gc 
urn, and the oval wreath on the pedeilal, with 
the Englifb infcription within it, as it is on 
that you fent, (N*, i.) and the His Salkm 
pn the upper plinth, as in W* 4- But then, 

whcr? 
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wKefe can we write the Pcftquamy ice. ? May 
it not be juft above the wreath ? All this 
would enrich the front, and the reft would be 
plain ^ and only beautiful by the fhape and 
proportion. I cannot like lyres or even malks 
on an urn, I mean any thing that projefts fo 
much on the fides •, it takes off that roundnefs 
which is its beauty.— I thought to have the 
urn and pedeftal worked at the Marble-yard 
at Warwick,' and to fend my own team for 
them. I fuppofe Pedley made my urns which 
are on the New Summer-houfe there, and that 
he ftill works there. He can guefs at the 
value of fuch a one as we propofe, if you are 
fo good to afk him •, and I fhould be very 
willing to have it made by him. You may know 
the price if quite plain, or one fide adorned 
as abovementioned ; or elie the feftoon round, 
and the wreath on one front of the pedel^tal ; 
or the flight wreath in the middle on three 
fides, and the tibia, &c. on the fourth, with 
the pipe and a lyre obliquely placed with it, 
inftead of the fprig of laurel, as the laurel- 
wreath will be below it. But after all, this 
laft will be a dearer way, becaufe the pedeftal 
would require fomething oh feur fides: fo, if 
you pleafe, we will ftick to carving only the 
front, as I mentioned before ; and if that 

Ihould 
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ihould be quite improper, I muft in that zz9t 
fttbmit - to the fur rounding ^ftoon ; but iball 
give up the fiftula and pipe with very great 
regret : ib h<^ it is allowable to keep it. 

If jrou wa^ not as anxious as my&lf to har^ 
due honour paid to the memory of our war* 
thy friend, I fhould not be fo rude as to in* 
terrupt tiius often your amufements, and turn 
your thoughts from the pleafing decorations 
you are daily adding at the Leafowes to thofe 
Jiucnble ones I exhibit hcre.-^What would I 
pve for a little ftrcam to run at the fix>t of 
thi^ pedeftal ! i daie fay you would be ^« 
0erous enough to part with a fmall rivulet, if 
you could perfuade it to run down hkber.-**I 
imagine your iflands muil have a pretty ^dt. 
•—1$ your Summer- houfe yet transformed; or 
does it lemaua a butt for Mr. Lytcelcoh*s asd 
Mr. Miiler^s cenfure ? They find fo much 
at the Leafowes to raife their envy, and con- 
iequeotly their fpleen, that it is happy for them 
^amc one obge6t offers that they can vent it 
wpoa: when that is removed, they will wife 
k. up again j fo vexed will they be to find 
themfelvcs under a neceffity ctf comriicndiog- 
•"^hat can be % greater misfortune to a cri- 
tic? 'Pope would havfe died many years ago, 
liad he been obliged to refrain from fatire, the 

folc 
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fple deliglit of his litde pcevifli temper. How 
happy was he to meet with, a Tiinon at his 
villsi ! The world furnifbes many : but thofe 
who wpul4 find on^, muft no; (eek him ac 
th^ Leafbwes, 

How eharijabi* wpuld it b^. Sir, if you 
would td^e a trip to this little Retreat. at thi» 
mekncholy fcafon !-^Th^ EngUfli hang them* 
felves, it is faid> in the moath of November, 
aod I find the French begin to catch the in* 
fetSkion 5 for they go to la "Tfofp^ ^ that and 
hanging are fynonimoqs. What thuen, if, to in- 
dulge the fplcnetic humour which the dcnfity 
of the air and the (hortnefs of the days in« 
cline you to, you fliould come and fpend thena 
ia my chimneys-corner ? Nothing will put jrou 
enough in mind of fpring to make you regret 
it, unkfs it is the finging of my two Canary- 
birds; and they fliall, if you plcafe, be fent 
out of the parlour ; after which the moft pro- 
fo4»nd illeiK:e will reign, and dukieis be tri- 
umphant. This is what I invite you. to ; but 
you will be no fo^qer here thaa the fcene will 
appear to. me quite changed: my propofal is 
thcieforc mercenary : I confefs it, felf-lov« 
will have it ior^Aprcpos^ Where is the Green. 
Book? Why did I ever trirfl ic out of my 
hands? Will it not, when copied over, iio* 

nour 
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nour the pi<^ure of the intended urn with tf* 
place, and honour me with the irregular Ode ? 
May I hope that you will fet about it in ear- 
neflr, at your leifure hours ?— Adieu : I fcarce 
know what I write,— Parfon Allen kept me 
up till Three to hear his ftories ; and on Sun* 
day I fat up all nighty and fliall not keep 
much more regular hours till after next Friday j 
for I am to dine and fup at Spernal, (the Paribii 
will have it fo) and on that day (or rather on 
Saturday morning) I fliall take leave of the 
prefent moon: nor fliall I have occaflon to 
ufe the next; fot the roads will be impair 
fcble by that time for a carrij^e that quar- 
ters, and indeed there will be nobody fcarcely 
left in the country to vifit. If you do not 
come, I fliall wifli I had the power of trans- 
forming myfelf into a fly that lies fleeping or 
dead in fome obfcure corner, till the fun- 
beams wake him, and warm him into life. 

Shall you not hear from Mr. Whiftlcr from 
London ? his letters will entertain you ; and 
you will I dare fay let me partake of the plca- 
fure.— When the Duchefs of Somerfet returns 
from Bath, I fuppofe I fliall hear from Her 
Grace.— Mifs P^tty promifes to write ; but I 
much fufpefb the numerous amufements Lon- 
don affords to one of her age, and who has 

never 
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never Ipent but the Ijift fprings there, nor ever 
feen it before, will often prevent her fitting 
down to write. — Amongft other cHverfions, 
I find they aft plays fometimes at home, to 
which all Mrs^ Meredith's acquaintance are 
invited. Mr. Meredith and fome other young 
gentlemen do the mens parts, and Mifs Patty 
the top part of the women — They have fcenes 
from the J^lay-houfe, and make proper ftage- 
drefles— Her afting is much admired. I made 
her do a fccne or two, to give me a notion 
of it, and it ftruck me.— Monimia was what 
flie afted at home : but I think ihe does fome 
of the mad parts (which Mrs. Gibber is fa* 
mous for) very finely.— Next fummer they 
propofe a. much longer ftay at Barrells, where 
I hope you will meet them-, and they may 
ihew you fome of thefe kind of amufements^ 
fo uiicommgn in thefe unfrequented (hades j 
if we can mufter up performers. 

I juft now perceive the word Jdieu^ two 
pages .back. Am I mad to write fuch an Ad* 
denda? But I let my pen gallop on, and yoii 
never will permit me to flop it 5 io you muft 
hot complain of its impertinence.— Emme will, 
I dare fay, be thankful that the pacquet 13 
To large J as flie will judge of its merit by 
* • ' M • its 
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Its weight. You will, I hope, excufe its fauks^ 
•bctaufc it conveys one inviotafele trvnh ; which 
is« that I am 
( .. Your moft faithful 
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SIR, r Tnefdtf. 

YESTERIiAY muft be marked with 
the blackeft ink in the kalenckr of my 
life. My friends and neighbours Teemed to 
combine, and leave me at once* to folitudc 
and regret. Mrs. Meredith and har four 
daughters fct out from hence, at eight o*cloct, 
m their coach with nay horfes, for Oxford j an3 
Mr. Hall fet out at the lame time from 
taenley in the ftage : he will not.be at London 
before ten or fourteen days : they will be there 
on Thurfday.— MrSrf Meredith arid I fat up 
all night on Sunday, by choice ^ the reft "went 
• to bed ; hy "whicli contrivance 1 fccured to 
myfelf fome reft laft night : whereas if Sleepi- 
nefs had not forced . me to it^ Thought would 
have deprived me of it. — ^Nothing is fo ter- 
rible as parting from jfriends : and to iiave 

taken 
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taken leave and then have, gone* to bed, had 

been fuch an image of death, that I avoided 

it as milch as poffible, and endeavoured to 

banifli them all from my mind.-^Luckiljr a 

rtian came to fell fome trees, juft as thcjr were 

letting out: and immediatety looking upon 

him as upon a tutelar angel fent to my affift- 

ance, I never returned to the houfe, but walked, 

under his protedlion, all over my grounds, and 

particularly to the farther end of the Long 

Avenue; where I ordered a crooked row of 

fcrub trees to be fallen, and a ftrait row of 

elms to be planted, and other views to be 

t>pened, by felling and tranfplanting about 

the Old Summer-houfe ; as atfo near the 

Grove-Pool, to fhew the winding of the walk 

fron) the Coppice and other points ; and fe- 

veral roots to be ftocked up for future root- 

houfes.— ^ propos : I have , taken the liberty 

this moment to fend your trufty Tom to recon*. 

noitrc a place in the Coppice for a root- feat; 

as alfo fome roots I have ftocked, to fee if 

there arc enough. You will permit him fome 

time to affift me in making one. This I have 

thoughts of placing in a corner near where 

the two chairs now ftand; from which one 

fhalj juft difcovcr a bit. of a Gloucefterfhirc 

hiU over the Pit ; but it will be through a 

M 2 very 
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very narrow winding-path, the reft of that 
Open being to be full planted. — Since I am 
fpeaking of that part of my environs, I will 
tell you of a new fchemc I have form,cd for 
.placing the urn, I thought, before I received 
yours, that the area round the bottom of the 
pedeftal would be too narrow in the place 
we had once fixed upon for the urn ; and I 
alfo think the tree, which would be its canopy 
there, is too inconfiderable : fo that my prefent 
defign is to place it under the Great Double 
Oak, whofe venerable trunk will fupport 
and branches fliade it more properly than 
the other oak could have done. It will be 
like raifing 4 throne, as well as a monument, 
for Mr. Somervile; and could he fee it, he 
would, I believe, think himfelf more honour- 
ably placed than if he was kicked down below 
one's feet, which might offend his elevated 
fpirit. — What think you then of filling the 
end of the Service Walk, where the entrance 
now is, with trees, referving glades for the 
profpefts, but hiding the houfe and gardens, and 
of placing the urn there, as much furrounded 
with evergreens as poffible, aqd having a fmall 
entrance from the field, in the nook near the cor- 
ner of the Pit, which will front the fore-part of 
the urn, but which is not to be the common 
9 entrance 
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entrance to the Coppice? Perhaps a Uttlc 

root-feat may bt there, under the fliade of 

the hedge, inftead pf where the Chairs are; 

from whence one may contemplate the urn 

one way, and have a profpedt through one of 

the openings of the Walk the other : — But this^ 

laft thins of the feat comes into my head 

pnly now as I write •, the reft I thought of 

l^cforCj and fcrawled it on a bit of rumpled 

paper^ ' onlv to make myfclf comprehend my 

own meaning ; and when I had done, was going 

to throw it in the fire, when I received 

yours; by which I conceived that you had 

doubts about the proprii^ty of the lower fitua- 

t:ion, , This jnakes , me venture to fend thi$ 

fame rympled fcrawl^ which may perhaps' 

give you an idea of my laft Intention, which 

I fl^^Jl execute, unlefs you difapprove it.—' 

^ifs flarriot's thought is undoubtedly right,* 

^nd ihftll be purfued, T-he Serpentine Ihall 

pot be on the brink, of the Pit, as defcribcd 

\h the paper, but ftiall go through the midft^ 

pf the treesj and the Pi? be all: given to the 

field from the widows, The flope fhall be 

turfed as far a$ the \viilows : below that Ihall 

be perpendicular. Some white pales I have, 

jTJay go where the fteps now are, to reach 

jl^e willows, and fence out the cattle. If they 

Ma or 
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or the fljccp come into the front tif the Pfc^ 
fo much the pmtiqrj an4 thiey can do no 
harm* 

Twoo*clock. 

Mr. Allen iis now making his entrance, and 
comes to eat fome of Lord Archer's venifon \ 
fo I Ihall not have tim<J fo look over the 

ums^ 

Five o'clock, 
I have looked at the urns with Mr. Allen, 
He approves c;xtremely of ^' His Saltern '* on 
tfec plinth, and ^' P^wi», '* &c, and of the 
bay« wreath on the, pedeftaL*^We all like the 
fimplicity of No. ^. ^nd the tibia and fiilula 
in the middle. I am for having no other 
ornament than thai %o the urn, and no other 
than th^ bay- wreath to the pedeftal.-'^What if 
a lyre was added obliqpely to the tibia and 
fiftuia, or elfe hung ypon the other fide of 
the urn, and ^the bay-branch left put, as the. 
pedelial will have bay enough upon itp^-jt 
The Coat of Arms woyld fee greatly abfurd,> 
for th? reafons you give ; buf I coulcj 
wiib I had a medallion of him t^arved wir 
thin the wreath : but that is not to be 
had^-rl ihajl leave the proportions tp your 
judgmrent, but thinjc th^ leffer gnc at liagley. 

wi« 
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^U do weiji.?TrI <b> Mt Itfae-che fioUage that 

fmms the foot JDf the i^b upt. Why might 

not the foot be fluted a$ the cover ?. IJpoa 

tbe wiiole, I would hsivc it very plain: tiic 

WBeath on the pedefta), and d)e fiftula and 

wcestiJi on tjie urn ace fuffident. Maflcs or 

lyres, or any thing as handles, fpioil the 

look, and ^ proportuin, in my opinion.-— 

Cfikidd you not complete your favours, by 

aiking Pedley nviiat he would do k for id 

Warwif krftone i-^l return "Gibbs y and cannot 

like Mr. Coulfton's drefs and fuU-bottonficd 

wig on a tomb.^ — ^You arc welcome to keep 

nay old book as long as yoa p&aiei* aadT I 

will enquire about modern onea* 

^ Methinks I fmeU die fans pareiBe UthtTi- 

I^ow could you tantali2e me ? and how could 

you treat it as a moderate matter i Sttnking 

tobacco is jm moitrati matter Jto dioie who 

toye it.—rLct me know where your pcrfuoacr 

liyes, and Mr. Hall digU 1^ wf ott to, to buy 

me fomc. 

Lord Dudley^s call up to Town is not fin-v 
gular. AH who ane iupppfcd «o vote for the 
Court haye received a fctjer to the fame 
purpofc 5 bi*t aU hav^ ^^ igited tt ojacy,— 

The more h^ i$ mod^, «5 the *>*» goes cvljr 
^j>Haijoyer, 

M4 ' What 



i5» LAD Y^ LtrXBOROUiGH's 

What are your new bookis and pamphlets ? 
Let rac fce.fomc ^ or rather, let roe have your 
company.: You are generous, and I am be- 
come :an objeft of icompafllon in this iblitude 
and diefe fhort days.— Outing treats me as. 
he does jrou^ Gloucefterfhire monopolizes all 
his coiirteoulhefs. . . : 

- They talk round me, an<^ oblige sme to 
write, mere nonfenie, or to conclude. in hafte»^ 
.The\latter is beft for your fake»f— So adieu. 

• Yours with efteem and fmcerity, 

H. LuXBOfeOUGH.. 

1 1 could wiih you had a buflno-feal like what^ 
you were about inventing ; and that you fealed 
with :dark-coloured wax, and: could gild the 
tiiifto as you :have. done the rYiplk's Head,, 
vith which you. fealed the roll to-day* 
^ I fend a'Blind Boy Mifs Patty, drew at can- 
dle-light, to hide the dirty fcrawfcd . paper' 
"^ith the Oak an|i Urn. — Mr. Aikn.and Mn 
and Mrs. Holyoak's compliments, 

' One word more about Urns.— ^I fend you. 
Sir, the inclofed j being an anfwer from Mr. 
Harxds, who w^ -defired bjr me to enquire 
at* the M^rblc-yard the. expence of an urn and 
pedeftal, according to the dimenfx)ns of the 
;:. . I leffcr 
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leiler ones at Hagley that you fent ; becaule 
(as I, wrote you word by young Ppdtey),! 
had not conveniency to have one worked at 
home.-— I fent the N*. 6; of your laft draw* 
ihgs, becaufe I liked the form. As to orna- 
ments, I never named them ; and could wilh 
it could be' executed quite plain; and yet 
IbmctWng expreffive of him as a poet flioul4 
be too,— Would not the laurel- wreath encircling 
the infcriptioh be fuiEcient ? The Ihape and . 
proportion of the urn is all I fliould wifh per- 
fect ; and had rather it had no ornament, 
or next to none. I know you will be fo 
good to oblige me with one more fraught 
according to this plain fcheme, with the in- 
fcription and motto's, and I will have it ex- 
ecuted, A thing much ornamented would- 
be no proper expreflion of friendfliip from 
me, nor would it become the place: which 
is expofed a good, deal to the licentioufnefs 
o]f our mob, which is not near fo decent at 
yours. I am fure you will hYfufficit to thi$:. 
So I have done ^ but have not ceafed to be 

Your much obliged, humble fervant, 

H, LuxpoRoyoHt 

P.S. 
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Taefd^y Might, Dec. 1 2tk, 1749. 

P*S. For' once I thpiight to have Ipai^ed 
you t;he trouble gf rc^ading a Ppftffriptj but 
Imufl: tell j^outhat Lftrcl Arphpr dined here 
yciterd^y, arifi I fhall dine there to-njiorrpw, 
lie aijced me how far off yoy lived I gnd jidded, 
€^1 a gentleman had fold ^\tf\ j[ately that 
your? was the prettieft and nip$: elegint pl^c 
il^ all tbejijb j^ts ^ and th^t he imagined by 
the defcrijptipn, .it nauft be lilge .Mr. .South- 
cbte*«.-^I depreciated it in onp fenfe, ima- 
^ning he had conceived a grand idea of it^ 
ahd told Wm it was yrhat I had t^ken ^he li- 
bei^ to call a Ferme emee. ** And what** 
(faid te) ** is more agreeable ? It is tiie very 
•* thing one fliould choofe ; and what I Jiave 
^ iieard Lord Bolingbroke made Dawley.** 
B»t I told him, as to that^ TOy Brother's call- 
iag k a Farm was only meant as it was really 
one^ for iic then ^ept 700/. per annum 
in hand: but that the hoiife was much too 
fine -and' large -to be called a Farm, Bu,t on- 
the other fide, its environs were not orna* 
menjed, wr its pro§)e^s ^ppd. 
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TH E hopes you give me of feeing yott 
here thefe holiday s^ am more i9sd^ 
com^ th^n afly New-yearVgift I could haw 
received : and as the Iroft is over, I depend 
upon their net being fruftratedi— •Your com- 
pciriTion for Mrs. Davis (hews a good heart § 
and I think fhe deferves the opinion you 
have eonceived of her ; of which I acquainted 
her, being glad to contribute tow«^ds every 
pleafure fhe is capable of feeling in her pie* 
fent melancholy' circumftances. The i^m^rka 
thty fuggeft to joisi. are perjfeQily juft an4 
philofophical { but the difficulty is, how to 
put in pradice what you would advife; for- 
I tnow by my own experience, that the things 
whkh am(ii& when th$ he^t and mind are ar 
eaie, ceafe to do ib when they are ftrongly 
affefbed, and when amuiements aiie moft 
wanted to divert thought from the fub^eft 
that cauies grief : And yet I acn ftill ib far 
of your opinion, that I cannot be forry (diough 
}he is ib) that it is her toe to have a multipti-^ 
qit^ of bu(|n$f$ to go thKHigh (being folo 

ejcecutrijc 
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executrix to her hulband) ; nor that flic has 
already quitted the houfe (he lived in, havr 
ing let it ^^ for the hurry 'this has caufed, 
joined to the examining various books of 
acfcbunts, &c, muft, I think, fometimes have 
oblig^ her, notwithftandiqg delicacy of inia- 
gination, to turn hei? thoughts from the dead 
to die living. It is true, (he looks upon 
thcfe aff^ir3: §s- irkfome : but as |he i§ nqw 
ioc^pable pf rcliftiing thofe diverfion^ which 
^re calculated fof plpafurc, I thir^k it is well 
thefe others prefent tliemfelve^ ; without 
lyhich, I ^rt\ perfuaded .Gtit would giye Iie?fe|f 
up to ui^aywling regrcf , . jhpugh no;^ witl^ 
that pomp of forro^y, which I nev«* caa for^^ 
bear fuppofing to be more afFedatipn. than 
& is reality.— I have invited her to Barrells* 
but when, or. v^h^^Jie^r her jjgairs will |)efmit 
liei: tocom^, I am ignorant, 
( Mr, AUep dcfiredhis compliments to you^ 
when. he left :Barrells laft Saturday; as did 
Mr. HalU by ^ letter I received the poft after 
(viz. Gfaxiftroas-day) ; exprefling hi^ greats 
hurry, perpiexifties, and uncertainty of the time 
of .his return 5 : ajl g^cafioned by the fudden 
^ath of the Bilhpp of ^.itchfield and Coven-, 
tUy ; by .whofe order he .went to his houfe at 
tpn o'clock on' Friday mQrning^tft be ?x«nined 
:.:•.:. : > (which 



(which .he had already . been ' at Lambeth) ^ 

but " Lo! (he. lays) the Bilhbp hincifelf was 

*' called upon at Five: the fame morning, to 

•' be examined at a great and juft Tribunal :*• 

fo that he muft go for the third time to 

Lambeth to get a new fiat ; and, in ihort^ 

be at much more trouble and cxpence bjr 

this unexpeded accident. He adds, that fie 

had fecured a difpenfation before the Biihop'a 

death ; but I fuppofe the holidays are alfii 

obfl:ru6Uons to the proceedings in the Courts. 

. I huttibly beg Mrs. Emme's pardon for 

having once prcfumed to fubftitute carrier 

pigeons in her place. She ought not, I confels^ 

to have them fct up as rivals againft hci^, 

lince ihe is as true to her trufl: as the doves 

can be, and as expeditious as Nature wiU 

allow her to be. 

I cannot imagine how I could fuppofe Mr> 
M to mean Mr. Meredith •, and I can lel^ 

fuppofe how Mr. Miller could make fo abf 
furd a comparifon about the Leafow(;s and 
Hagley. Would it not have been fuffi* 
cient for him to have fpokc the truth, by 
faying the Leafowes had more beauties than 
Hagley, and better ufc was made of the 
gifts of Nature, fuch as water-vievvs, &c. and 
have left ftrudtures out of the queftion, which 

are 
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itn owing to the pttrfe mure thaii to the txfte ; 
and with which you never pretended to vye? 
As to myfelf) I am not oihamed to own 
that I like even 8 root-feat at the Leafowes 
better than L do hisr modem ndn of an Mciekt 
mftk\ nor is it eoctraordinary. How many 
tufe there, beftdes mj&lf, whofe eyes oblige 
liefti (without ktiowing why) to be more de- 
lighfltd with the Banquetting-hotufe at White- 
Ittdl than with Blenheim Caftle, and with 
the front of Covent-Garden Chuirh than with 
•St Baal's Cdthednd !— Such is the force of 
truths ezcsnpliEed by that of proportion. 

Loid Archer, &cc. dined here; and I dined and 
flipped at Umberflade laft weekj and I be- 
liere they go for London next week : As tfey 
tobmeinto Waiwickfliire but ev^ry oth^ year, 
I fear I fliall not have an opportunity rf inu 
Cmdacing you to his Lordfiiip, nor him to you 
«t the Leafowes, before the year 1751 • but if 
the weather proves favourable when you are 
bcfe, I will carry you to fee the houfe and 
gardens any morning you pleafe. 

Now for the incxhauftibfe topic of Urns. 
1 approve greatly rf ydur hSt urn, N*. 55 
which anf^^rs to the fliape and fimplipicy of 
what I wi(hed for^ and wiH execute: and I 
agree with you in preferring two plinths t^ 

ope. 



m4e. It mmtis then onlj to difoii& the qm 
poini^ I>0<art^ioH ; ia whiph iK>int the 'pkckig 
thfe motto's ai^ ifM:lu^dw The i/if SalHm 
upon the upper pli^, muft. be undoubtedly i 
ftod I atb snucfi ple^d* as » Mr. AUen^ (n 
better j^dge th>a myfelf) with the i^^quam 
te Fatay &c« Bot t^e propofe to yo«i two thii^ : 
Bis is, That^ below where Mr. Somervae'i n^dMt 
&;k:. ti i^ced, Ihoukl be added . 

«< iftttds ilte bonis fiebilfs 0eci<!it.^ 

IB^t t\M he entirely fobnuts tp you : only I 
think with kinak^ that; as the other motto re^ 
gard^ him chiefly as a poet^ this laft wUl 
record him as a man who deferved the ef(eem 
of every good man; and was regretted accor<*^ 
fdijigly. A& to my own propoTal, I fear you 
will not like it : but you and I may both 
be in th? right, iA agreeing to the inlbrip* 
tion^s being in Englilh-^ 

«' ^Mfied » die MeiiOiy 
of 
William SoAiB<itviLat Efq/' 

k may be uncufl^maiy^ but a. woman maf 
be privileged to fwerve from fuch rules at 
fl^ may be foppdfed not to underflrand : md 
it Will better pkai^ the generality of his* an4 
my common acquaintance* as well as the mob^ 

whom 
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whom ]rou call your friends. ^ There will be 
iefs ajfeftation in it^ and will more become 
me* 'As alfo^ to have the whole fcem plain^ 
and not coftljr. And alfo, die rea(bn of my 
ere£ting it^ to be as plainly underftood to mean 
no more than my cfteem for him as a worthy 
Man and a good Poet; who had honoured me 
with his friendfhip. : but I would ward ag^nift 
the foolijb and the cenfirious^ who might, be 
capable pf forging fcveral fuch ridiculous rea- 
fons (notwithftanding his age and every other 
eircumftance) that might draw on a reproach' 
upon me for paying this tribute to Kis me- 
mory i and although I am in no fort afraid of 
iihjuft cenfure, yet I have fufiered too much 
by it not to be cautious;— As I have taken 
the liberty to give you this hint in a friendly 
way, I am almoft fure you will willingly 
agree with me to leave out garlands of flow-' 
crs, &c. and (exclufive of the reafon above-- 
mentioned) I am charmed, with- your thought 
of alluding to the Chace; which you very 
. juftly fay would he the moft proper hmamenu a 
Wreath and Frencb-Hom: but then you fay, 
you give it up^ becMufe you cannot m^tage it well. 
I know you could; and I fee fome rough 
flenches on the back: of your paper, whichc 

da. 

f ^ , - ... . - 

1:. r 
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liio hot difpleafc me. Permit me to alk, Would 
it be amifs (though draw gg^™ 

it I cannot) to have a ^^j\ 

French-Horn fufpended ^^fv^ 

from the bottom of the ^^i^^^jL^^^lih 
niouldings of the up- iJn^^^^^^^^^ 
per part of the pedeftal^goT B^w© 

by a ribahdj and ^woflpBR ^^^ ||^^ 
l»ranch'(^ of laurel to be 6m^^M ^^^^ ^|^ 
crofled through it, turned ^^^"^^^M^fe 
upwards, fo as to form ^ ^Wm ? 
three parts of a wreath ? 
Nobody but ;^burfelf could fever be fuppofed 
to comprehend fuch a fcrawl as this ; and 
yet I dare fay, you will comprehend my 
meaning, and then throw it into the fire^ as 
I riequeft. If after thefe hints you will allow 
the motto's, as well as the infcription^ to be all 
irt the front (the urn being plain) I think 
the whole will be fixed : but here you will 
have the trouble to draw the wreath and horn 
afrefli. But I do not afk pardori for giving 
it you, as it is not n^cant to affift me in 
adorning my farm^ but in paying due honours 
to our deceafed friend ; who is as much la-^ 
mented by you as by myfelf. 

Yoii will receive this on New-year's-day I 

fuppofe s may it be propitious to you ! and 

N io 
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fo may every fucceeding year! TKi« wift 
is unlimited ; fo is my eftecm and frtendfliip 
for you. Need I add ths^ I am. 

Your obliged humble fervant^ 

■ * H. LUXBOROTTGH? 

Pray either come and forprizc me, oif tJfc 
kt me knew when you will come<> by the firft 
oppoFtunity.-^I tofgfyt to mention that our 
intended fituation for the um will not fliew 
any ornament or infcription, except fuch as. 
are in front ; fo that they will be needkfi : and 
as we have agreed the urn fhall be plain^ the 
fewer ornanMmts upon the pedeftai^ the better. 
But I cannot forbear thinking, as there 'are 
two plinths to fupport the urn befides die 
pedeftal, the whole propoled fcheme might 
be executed on the one fide ; that is» on the 
front of the pedeftal.-?-Where do you get your 
thick gik pqier ? Mine is tranfparmt. 

N^ I. I think the ^£ftula fufpendcd ha« a 
good effed ^giffg t& the wreath. N^. 2, 3» are 
very proper, (cfp«cially that without the lyre) 
in cafe a circular wreath is admitted. N\ 4. 
The proportion to my eye is agreeable ; as 
I dare fay it is to the juftneis of the cooor- 
pofite order. N^. 5. The proportion of the 
Corinthian pedeftal does not pkafe me equi^ 
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ty i but I am (perhaps for want of flcill) 

♦prejudiced againft that order. The medallion 

I like much, and think it an ornament greatly 

m taftej but it will be difficult to get fuch 

a thing executed, and more fo to preferve ic 

from mofs, which would difguife the features. 

Yet, had a buft been made of him, as was 

-propofed by Richardfon, I would have had the 

inedailton done from it, and have liked it 

better than any thing elfe. N*. 6. (This is 

"fimt to Warwick) I think this the prettied 

Ai^)e for the urn ; and it moft rcfembles 

thofe little x)ncs the Duchefs of Somerfet turned 

in wood for me; which fhe copied from aa 

^mtique urn brought her by theXountefs of 

Pomfirct from Italy. I fend one of them for 

you to look at* N^. 7. This is undoubtedly 

the front view I prefer as to ornament; but 

tio not iikc the Ihape of the urn for the 

reafbn yo^^ give. N^ 8. This mantling is 

very well, (Specially that with flowerets) in 

cafe it is nec^flary to have 'any thing on thofe 

iides of the nvn that are not in front.— Query, 

Whether the wreath left entirely out of the 

laurel-pcdeftal, and the laurcl-fprig added to 

the fiftula and tibia (as in N\ 5, of the frji 

drawings) might not be as well;, but placed 

fomething higher on the urn, and not fuf- 

N 2 pended ; 
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pended ; as there will be in this cafe (of A 
plain .urn) no wreath to hang it to ?— I fhould 
like the whole to be as plain as poffible: 
that is to fay, as far as is confiftcnt with ex- 
p-efTing my friendlhip for Mr. Somervile, and 
i 1 .. i.^al genius; trophies of which muft 
u ■ '.ouiv^iUy be on one fide the urn: but all 
liic r^ i\ would be as mere ornament to the 
V, .}k and to the place, which is in no fort 
my intention.. Neither would I have it expen- 
five (for more reafons than bately that of la- 
ving money) ; but I would cxprefs with as 
much fimplicity as poffible my refpcft for 
his memory, without flattery or pomp ; and 
that it , was my friendlhip only which made 
me raife this memorandum of him : fo that 
my firft thought of all was only to have had 
an altar, without any urn,. and fomething wrote 
upon it equivalent to what you have put 
round the blazing altar you drew out in your 
letter, viz. Sacred to Friendjhip ; or to that cf- 
feft. But as an urn will undoubtedly be 
handfome, I am, upon the whole, for having 
an exceeding plain one, in as juft. fymmetry 
a$ poffible -, and on one fide, ^nly fome proper 
trophy to him, fuch as the tibia and fiftula 
only; and the laurel on the pedeftal to in- 
dofe his name, &c. — The places you pro. 

poTe 
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pofe for the other motto's on the plinths, are 
very proper-, and nothing can be more pro- 
per than the His Saltern and the Pojlquatn^ &c. 
unlefs one could have found one in his own 
Works, which was fuitable, and good at the 
fame time; which I confefs I do not find in 
thofe I have feen of his. Outing's memory 
(which is a good one) had not recorded any : 
for which reafon, when the thing was fpoken 
o£y he laid there muft be a Latin , one ; and 
defirfd me to advjfe with you -, and men- 
tioned pone himfelf, but His faltem. accumulem 
donis^ &c, and was for having an altar orna- 
mented with flowers, &c. befides the urn : but 
of all this he fpoke to you before, without- 
my knowledgc-nrSo, as to my prefent plain 
fchemc, agreeable to the form and method 
you feem to appitovc, and to the motto's you 
chofe, I beg the favour you will draw one 
"mofe, and it fhall be executed, , provided you 
will further promife to come and dircft where 
it fhall be placed ; that i^, on >vhich fpor, 

«' Under the Oafe's protcdbg Shade:" 

(as himfelf expreffes it) : for the double oak 

Ihall be his canopy j unlcf^ yqy change your 

opinion and mine. 

I forgot to fay that I have ^ grange diflike 

N 3 to 



i«2 LADY LUXBOROUGH*s 

to Jirawberries^ acorns^ artichokes^ or any vCt 
getable that I have hitherto feen, for the hanr 
die of any vafe or urn j and had rather have 
none, or at moft a fmall round nob on the 
top of the cover, fuch as you have given to 
N°. 6 i which, as I mentioned before, is fent 
to Warwick. 
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SIR, Barrellsy January 31^, 1749*50. 

IF either of us regarded ceremony, I Jhould 
wait till I had the pleafure of hearing 
from you, before I troubled you with re^ 
newing gur correfpondence ; and then I (hould 
endeavour to cxprefs hpw much joy youf! 
company here had given me^ and how much 
regret your abfence had caufed me. But as 
I always fuppofe, when the rays of friendihip 
appear, ceremony vanifhes, I take it fo^ grant- 
ed, you will ufe ngne of it with me, nor 
expeft any from me : It is but a vapour.r-This 
point fettled, I muft tell you that I have been 
more than nine days (the common period) 
confined with a cold \ and^ very happily for 
10 you. 
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: yoja, have been unaMe to fct pen to paper. 
My firft aft and deed, which is writing to 
you now, fhews how niany fuch you have 
elcaped: and ftill greater would you think 
your efcape, if you knew how very ftupid my 
illnefs nude me. 

Not the felf.flattery of J- G C~— , 

junior, Efq. in his Preface to the Life of 
Socrates, nor his fmart fcourges of great men 
in his Notes, have awakened mc enough to 
read all his book; but I will do it foon, as 
your very juft remarks in the margin carry 
mc agreeably through the road which this 
young Biographer feems to have fown with 
nettles : but as he raifes himfelf upon that 
bank, I wifh they do not fting him when they 
come to maturity. 

I fend you a letter of the Duchefs of So- 
mcrfet's; which I defire you will return as- 
fbon as you have read it : for till then I can* 
not anfwer it."-— That Ihe Ihoqld agree in 
Hking all you write, I do not wonder ; but 
mi not a little proud of having chofe out a 
poem of yours to ^nd her, which pleafes both 
Hct Grace and her chaplain. For though it 
would Hand (he tell of all the Duchefles and 
^ir chaplains in England, yet that py Duchefs 
N4 judges 
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judges as myfelf, r^ifes my vanity, and in-i 
9rcafes my plcafurc. 

You left yourfelf in fafc hands, when yoi| 
intruftecf me with feveral things of your writ-r 
ipg: for all thofe ypvi cabled inqorrefi:, or 
did not commiffion me to fhcw, J never did ; 
though, according to my ovyn opinion, I might 
have done it without offence to your Mule: 
t^ut it wQuld have been an offence to you ^ 
^d friendship is with mc facreci. 

This is wro^e on the pap^r you was fo kind 
to give me j but ^ith the worft of pens. Take 
pity of m^ i and let Aris at Birmingham know 
that yovi defire, if I fend to him for any 
thing in hia way, you would have him ferve 
ipe as he does you. I (hall reap tl^e benefit 
of this, and you will have fome of the glean-?, 

I had almoft forgot tp tell you, that myc 
ftria obedience to ycur commands has nearly 
incurred difpleafure from Mr. Quting-, tq 
whom I wrote upon bufinefs (and was obliged 
to fend to Someryiles-Afton' on purpofe) ^^ ai^4; 
m my letter faid yqu wouH have gone there 
from hence, but that myfelf and my fervants 
had told you they believed the houfe was. 
filled with friends of Mr. Reynalds*s fro^^ 
lylontgomery i and that hearing he was gone 
9 to 
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tp Sir Robert Cocks's, you judged it might be 
to make room : To which he anfwcrs, *• He is 
^* forry you was hindered from going. «That 
** pnder that bofpitabk roof there would hav^. 
^* been room for you : and that it was not 
*^ want of room fhere which fent hjm to 
** Sir Robert Cocks*s.*'— I repeat, as near as 
I can reniember, his words ; and am forry 
if any perfon here faid any thing to deter- 
mine you contrary to your intentions. I fhould 
add, that he fays he hopes to make all up 
with you by letter, as I hope he will; and 
tells me he will be in London at his old 
- lodging in Charles-court, the end of this 
week. 

It is more than time to releafe you ; and it 
will be, I hope, unneceffary to add, that I am 

Your faithful and obligee^ 

H. LuXBOROUOH. 

' I fcratehed out the compliments I impro*- 
perly placed on the other fide the paper to 
your Brother, and Mr. and Mrs. Dolman -, but 
mean them very fincerely, not as compliments 
barely, but ftedfaft wilhes. , 

Have you not a relation who is printing a 
book concerning Prayer. (his name I think is 

PearfaU)? 
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Pcarfali) ? I have (iibfcribcd to it by Mr* 
HalPs delirc. 



LETTER XLIV. 

SIR, Barrdls, Valentine's-dax, 174^-50. 

EVERY day brings us ftrong and frcih 
proofs of the folly of being folicitoua 
sSter grandeur, riches^ powers or indeed afber 
any other earthly bleffing •, which is {hatched 
from us as foon as podefled.-^-^^You gue(s that 
the death of the Duke of Somerfet caufe^ 
my prefent refledion § whi^h millions of things 
might daily oblige one to make, and ftill 
give greater cayfe for. The death of a maa 
of fixty-fix, who has been tormented many 
years with the gout, cannot be deemed an 
uncommon or unexpefted evpnt: and yet I 
confefs it furpris^ed me when I received the 
news^ near a$ much as when I receivcxi that 
of the death of his Son, Lord Beguchamp^ 
The efteem I 'had for His Grace, and the 
friendihip I have,. and have bng had, for hi^ 
Duchds, could not let me hear of his dcs^ 
without ihedding tears of regret ; and |he *ac* 

counf; 
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^comtt flie gives me pf the ^eftabllflimeot qf 
his health in her letter of the 21ft ult. caufes 
my being fo much fu^prized at its happening 
t^us fuddenly. And as every trifling circ^nv- 
ik^Lncc increafes the perturbation of though^ 
uppn fuch occafions ; fb did my happening to 
be iealing up a letter of congratulation and 
dircidting it to Lady Bptty Smithfon upon the 
birth of a ion, jufl as the poil-letters and 
news-papers were brought in^ which I chanced 
to cait my eye upon, and immediately faw 
the article, which rather demanded condolence 
than congratulation from me ; and would ha^e 
made my letter very unwelcome, and the 
more improper as^ihe lies-in, and that pof- 
(Ibly Sir HugU (now Earl of Nor|thumberlttid> 
might not haye chofc IKe fliould receive any^ 
jlcft they might move her paffions in her 
prefent circumftances. Tlmfmxfas however I 
efcaped, and threw my. letter in the*fiie, with 
one I had intended for the Duchefs ; wherein 
I promifed to fend her the Ode you honoured 
me with after your illnefs ; and introduced 
your intention of getting atquainted with Mr. 
Lindfey the Duke's chaplain ; which I ex» 
prefled in fuch a n^tanner, as to make her un- 
derhand that you meant it as a ftep tpward$ 
an introdu^ioatoHerGrace: But what avails 

it 
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it now ? ^' Vbomme propofi et Bieu difpofe^* as 
the French Proverb fays. 

Outing got to Town on Monday fevennighr, 
in thunder, lightning, and in rain, and was 
welcomed by an earthquake the Thurlday 
after. 

The eldeft Mifs Meredith is to be m«Ti- 
ed, the 23d inftant, to Mr. Banks of Win- 
ftanley in Lanc^(hire, her relation, (a fecond* 
cottfin to the Duke of Somerfet) whofe eftate 
is 2,300/. per annum : hut, far above all, is a 
man of ftrift honour, benevolence, and good 
lutore, and hofpitable to the greateft d^ree ; 
atKl his propofals to her^ generous to as great 
a one. ,Had it not been for this event, Mr, 
Meredith would be now here : Jie is with her 
in that country ; the reft of the family are a£ 
London. I had a letter from him upon the . 
occafion, which fliews his joy ; and I will im- 
part it to you when I fee you and the rofes 
appear together in my Shrubbery ; for yoo 
know they take it ill you have never yet 
vifitcd them. The humble violet would be 
ftill more glad to receive youj but fcarcely 
dares propofe it. 

I am almoft angry at Lord Stamford for vi- 
filing your Walks at fuch an unfeafonable time : 
11 was quite wrong-headed ; but I hope he and 

his 
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his Lady will fee them in fummer. Do thcf 
live near you ? I wifh I could meet her there. 
She is a woman of excellent fenie, and a great 
admirer of the beauties of nature ; which fhe 
will fee to the bcft advantage in your envi- 
rons.— -I agree with you as to the wreath round 
the French-Horn; and havebefpbke it. 

You are fo far from being cenforious, as 
to Mr. Miller's place, that your defcription 
gives me an infinitely more advantageous idea 
of it, than any I had conceived before from 
what others had faid to me of it. Undoubt- 
edly advantages might be taken from the 
view he has on the fpot where Edgehill 
battle was fought ; but the memorandums 
raiied there mult proceed from a genius fome- 
thing more fublime than , that which feems 
merely turned to Gothic architefture. Many 
a man can fketch out a bow- window or heavy 
caftle^ whp is unacquainted with the beauties 
of a genteel urn : but many more people 
could do the one and the other more eafily 
than dedicate it properly, and imprefs fuch 
ideas as the hiftory and the place might fug- 
gpft to thofc of a more refined though lefs 
mechanical genius than I conceive him to be 
of. You could eafily affift him, if you thought 
it worth your while to give your advice ; 

yet 



190 LADt LUXBOROUGH's 

yet bevare of advifing him to remove rc^ 
mains of monuments^ or even a fingk ftonc 
from the church-yard. The parfens would 
call it facrilege, and cut up his woods as they 
did yours ; perhaps pull down his kfy tower, 
and you would trepan him into this. 

I have ended four fides before I was awarfe 
of it; but you will know it too well: and 
now I muft add, that I do not yet know whtt 
to (ay about the inlcription to the um. Mr. 
Allen is vailly againft its being in Engliih ^ 
and I am alfo inclinable togire that up, unle&ic 
might be allowable to lef: the prc^ be fo, and 
the motto Latin, as a quotation : but accord- 
ing to your letter, I find it is againft rule, if 
rules there be in Urnary."^ liked your firft 
thought ; and the motto you pitch upon, viz. 
Poftquam^ &:c. and have no fault to find wick 
it now, but that it gives an idea of Mr. So- 
mcrvile, merely as a poet. Is it impoffiblc 
to put the intended Engliih infcription, or at 
leaft what is adequate to it, into Latin withiii 
the wreath, retaining alfo the abbvcmcntioncd 
motto? I am fure you could do it well ; 
and verily believe you would be glad to do- 
it for the fake of your deceafed Friend, and of 

Your faithful living one, 

H. LuXBOROUGH,; 
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TcB mit ^rf*othcr Mr, Aris gpts your Paper 
for you, Jmd if he ha$ good pcns.-Hl.iift Fridaj 
Mr. Hall lay here, and bqgged his conofdii- 
flienta to you. He had been ab(OV< three 
i«$eek$ Qogetho: at Harboroi^h, 
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BY. the inclofed, you will find the Urn is 
finifhed ; and I am to fix a day for fend^ 
iiig my team for it. The iiiferi|>tion being 
undeeo^mined, ftops me: for I think it would 
be better done at Warwick than i& can be by 
the fools at Henley; and I would order k fi^ 
as to give them only one day to write it, and 
fend for it the next.— By my laft letter to you^ 
I mentioned the infcription's beiqg in Latin; 
and hoped you would think of fomething 
which might tranfmit to pofterity an idea of 
Mn Somervile in his private charafter, as 
well as you have ihewn his capacity as a poet, 
by the Latin motto you propofed, and by the 
emblematical ornament on the pedeltal, as 
Author of the Cbace^ and as a Ipver of hunt- 
ing- 

I hope4 
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I hoped to have heard from you laft THurA 
day when the farmers returned from Birming^ 
ham; but had not that pkafure. I wifh you 
<X>uld be here sit the ttt&ing this faid urn. It 
will, not however be long (at leaft fo I hope> 
ere you pour libations over it to the mcntiory 
c^ 6\it deceafed friend*— 'The violets are ak 
moft faded, the fyririga is ready to blow^ the 
rooks build their nefts, and every thing Ipeaks 
approaching fpring, except the more than com^ 
mon winds, which are infupportable to my 
ears, and deftruftive to many things of more 
Confequenc^4 

Sir Peter Sbame, Mr Allen, and Mr. Hall, 
pafled a* few days with me laft week, and de- 
fired their compliments to you. All of them 
have l?ft me to folitude. 

If you write an anfwer to this very foon^ 
you will oblige 

Your fincere and faithful fervant, ^ 

H. Lvxboroughj 



LETTElt 
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LETTER XLVL 

S I R, ^ B«rrelh» Marck i4th> X749*50« 

NO T having fccn Mr. Allen fincc I re- 
ceived youfs, I defer an anfwer ta'thc 
query about the infcription. I am not a pro- 
per perfon to decide ; hut am inclinable ta 
the alteration you mention, as it will take 
away the objeAion- to the two motto's pro- 
pofed coming together.— 'The urn was crefted 
this morning, and now makes a good figure 
under its canopy of oak. If the weather 
continues dry, it will be fit to be painted 
in a fortnight : and the man who fet it up 
will come at the fame time to inlcribe it* 
The letters are to be carved in the ftone, and 
then blacked. Collins, who made it, does all 
Lord Brook's and Mr. Wife's work ; and hi^ 
foreman appears to be a good workman. The 
French-horn^ wreathed with laurel, was done 
by the beft ftone-^carver in Warwick. All 
this is good.— Now for the bad. Firit of all, 
the fbaft is not all in one piece. I aiked the 
man the reafon, and he proteft;^ he could not 
gpt a ftone of that fize in Warwick : that he 
tried every quarry, and went purpofely to the 
principal one ; but in vain. So there are two 
pieces of^ five inches each, one above, the othei* 

O below 
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below the wreath, which hangs on a hoop not 
fufperidcd by a riband.. The next misfortune 
is owing to a mercenary, ill-natured rafcal, 
who is a weekly carrier from Henley to War- 
wick; by whom I fcnt a letter laft Saturday 
to Mr. Hands, to fay that I would fend my 
team for the vafe and pedeftal on Monday: 
but, if Mr. Collins did not choofc that 
day, defired he would name another. Mr. 
Hands was not at home; but his people lent 
the fellow to Mr. Collins, who told hin> by 
word of mouth, that the team muft not come 
till Wednefday ; for the things could not be 
fent fafely before : which meffage the rafcal 
never brought, nor ever mentioned to my- 
fervants, though he faw four of them on Sun- 
day at Henley, and ipoke to two of them. If 
it had been wrote down, he would have brought 
it, and demanded Three- pence at leaft for it ; 
but as it was verbal, he did not think; it worth 
delivering. So when the team got to War- 
wick on Monday, Mr. Hands fwore ; Mr. 
Collins fretted : both faid the urn would be 
damaged ; for they had befpoke cafes of deal 
for every diftinft part, and but one cafe 
was made ; yet to fend the waggon back 
empty they did not dare : fo, in fhort, they 
packed it all up as carefully as they could. 

But 
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Iftui the roads being very rough and Bad, 
they with . difficulty got home by One in 
the morning; the mouth of the French- 
horn ftfuck off, and two ftones broke off the 
^wer- plinthj and a fmall notch on the urn,' 
and one on the cap of it, but trifling. The 
foreman, and another man came in the morn* 
ii^ and mended the two. ftones very well (as I 
had.fome of the fame ftone in the rough) ; and 
have put the mouth of the French-horn on 
again (for luckily it was not loft) ; and they 
lay it as as ftrong as ever, and the paint will 
hide entirely the piecing* 
• I was very well entertained on Sunday even- 
ing, and on Monday till Five in the evening, 
with Mn Smith's company. He brought me 
the Prints I had fubfcribed to. I alfo fub« 
fcribed to four, which he jntends to put out ; 
' and I bought of him four others, and alio 
the eight Derbyftiire Views ; and he gave 
me one of Chatfworth -, and would have given 
- me a whole fett, if I would have accepted it. 
Mr. Hall faw him here^ and has fubfcribed 
to his new fett. He promifes me the little 
book with iVirgiVs Grove, at the time he deli- 
vers the others.— Would but the Green Book, 
come too, I fliould be completely happy !— We 
talked much of you. He is charmed with 
. O 2 ^ your. 
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youft^fte, am) with the Leafowes^ and would 
be moFe charaxed with you, if you wottlti 
bsve ihewn him any of yow writioga: but he 
fays you ufed him ill m th^t point ^ ibi! he has 
ken only wh^t i& in pri^t* H& go| u^ ^ 
Sev^n, aiid^ walked a}l ov<«i! thi$t place v zaA 
agatoi widi me^ ¥iihdn I arofe. He commends, if 
more than I think il dcfewes. He agrees vr^ 
you entirely in admiuing the amphitheatre- of 
wooded hills that we &e^ from the wiodows, 
and the fituation oi the Hermitage; which- hi 
t^nks preferable to any in England^ He fa^ 
ments my want of water ; but thinks I mighl 
find fprings (as indeed moft people da). He 
Uked the ihelWurns, and the fituatbn fbr the 
new one ; as alfo the afpe6k of the kitchen- 
ginrden^ and the pond smd oak-tree ^ audi agrees 
tpL moving the pales^ fo as tq guide ooe td 
fihc Shrubbery. The gkwmiisefs: q£ the night 
ftewed the Loi^ Walk tx> ad:vaatagjB^ with 
tihe moon jud &m. thrcH^t the ureea on Sm* 
day^ when he caoie by my coach-fide fram - 
Henley ; and. he was. ddighfttd with the Gth 
thic arch) they fbcm^ but he ii. againft fdan^ 
ing the Service^Waik bank with fiowsrs^ oi 
doing any thing to it ; thbking its< raughneis 
is a good' contraft iso divide the Shruhfaerjp 
ftom the Coppice, whicb is alfo. a kind oS 
7 Ihrubbery* 
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fitrubbety. He is alio a^nft my paintifig 
the mche vrhxrt Vtnus i$ : for he fays ihe is 
fuppofed to have been batbing, and to crouch 
herfclf ia that .manner^ upon the itpproach* 
of fomebody, by way of hiding herfclf: and 
he would have the niche adorned with mofs, 
&c like fome bathing place in a re<note cor- 
ner ; and (he fays) fome bits of lookii^-glafs 
among it to refled what is to be f^n, and 
alio to give a watery look at a.diftance^ will 
have a good efFed from the Hall-door. He 
^s much for the pediment; to Which my ofdy 
objedion is the price. He is much pleafed 
with the place where you have fet your urn 5 
but thinks, as you do, that it looks too fmall 
from where it is moft feen.— I have begun the 
Ha! Ha! acrofs the Set-viot Walk) and the 
urn is feen from every place, Shrubbery, Ter- 
race; Boeing-green, Long Walk, and the End 
of the Kitchen-garden; which is to be ^-' 
ken in» 

I fend you half the jeflamine^wa«r I have 
lefti and will write to a(k Mi's. Wymohdefold, 
if it is to be bought at London/ 

I inclofe Mr. Meredith's two kft letters. I 

hc^ you will meet him here; and that we 

lliall pour, libations together over Mr. So- 

OTrrilc's urn. . But will you not come be- 

O3 fides. 
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fides, for a day or two, to fee the infcription 
wrote ? It would be very fatisfaftory, as well 
as pleafing to. Sir, 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUGH. 

/ Pray fend me Lord Lovat's Trial, and I will 
fend you back Socrates's Life. 

Whether you intended it or no, my curio- 
fity is excited, and I muft fee* the Ode td our 
Duchefs -, and hope it will not be improper to 
Ihewit her ere long* 



LETTER XLVIL 

S I R« Barrells, April 25th» 1750. 

THAT the interruption to our cor^^ 
fpondence (hould happen on my fide, 
I blufKat, though I well know it was not my 
fault. I wilh. you could know it as well ; ,for 
you could not then blame me. But if you 
are inclined to blame me, pray confider that 
I have been fufficiently puniflied already, by 
being deprived of your letters, which I gready 
eftecm, I jnuft have been my own enemy. 
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had I deprived myfelf of them willirigljr. The 
truth is, that when your laft letter came, I had 
company, who ftaid a week (Sir Peter Soame, 
the Conful of Oftend, and Mr. Allen) ; and 
you know I have nobody to aflift me in doing 
the honours of my houfe. At that juncture 
of time I received the news of Lady Boling- 
broke's death ; of my Brother's vaft afHiftion 
for her, and of his own indifpofition : All which 
obliged me to fend a fervant exprefs to Lon- 
don, and to offer to go myfelf; which if my 
brother had accepted, I would have fet out 
immediately : fo that I had the journey in fome 
meafure to prepare for, and a great many let- 
ters to write by the meffenger I fent ; fincc 
whofe return an accident happened among my 
l^on^eftics, which fhocke<i me, and caufed me 
a good deal of trouble and^ thought. . Diabo- 
lical weather, added to all this, lowered my 
ipirits y^t rnore, and foiitude contributed to 
my dulnefs. Judge then. Sir, whether I was 
fit to write to ypu ; I, who in my brighteft 
moments' am unequal to the tafk. 

I fee with pleafvire the advancement of 

Spring; but though its prpgrefs has been 

quick, there are few flowers*, ^xcept the lilac r 

the woodbine begins to Ihey^- i\(^^f> ^^^ the 

O ^ fweet- 



;wo LADY LUXfiOROUGH's 

fwcset-briar is fragrant : . but I &ar there 
is not ^uitc ftabilky yeaough in the wea^ 
tfier, nor variety «noug)i in the Shrubbery 
to, invite you as yet j but there wiU be cm 
long. The Coppice has the advantage at pre* 
fent ; for Nature has embroidered it thick with 
all kinds of wild flowers. The Hermitage looks 
ruinous, the roof .being pulled to pieces, in or- 
der to have k thatched ; without which I IhaH 
never keep the wet out : but it fhajl be covered 
fpeedily. I have not yet had time to fill up 
the Walk, which you know I had ungravelled ; ' 
nor to ungravel.the middle one, as yoru advifcd: 
but it fhall be done. As to the urn, I told 
you it was erefted : if dry weather continues, 
I will have it painted next week. As the motto 
]VIr. Allen chofe, and that you had chofe, can- 
not, in your opinion, be on each fide the feme 
plinth ; and as neither qf them fingly uke in 
both the moral and the poetical cbarafter of 
Mr. Somervile, nor my friendflaip, I fearchcd 
Francis's Horace, with a view to find one only, 
that fliould exprcfs in fome meafure the whole ; 
and Mr. John Reynalds happening to come in, 
looked over it with me, and we both hit upon 
A fhort-one, which to my thinking anfwers the 
intent, and will not oblige nic to write any 

Other 
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oilier on the fides. As the forepart of the 
peddlal ouly is adorned with carving, I think 
It is heft to have x\o writing but on die irooC 
The motisois 

'^ IMbkl fpai<gM kctymft fiHrOlam 
Vatu amid.** 

This Upon the plinth ; and undar it, on the 
pcdeftal, over the wreath, Mr. SoMze vac's name 

fj T 

in Latin, and p and at bottom, the datt 

{not of this year, but) of the year he died, bc^ 
caufe of the word Favillam.^^I do not ima* 
gine Autb^ cf tbi Cbac€ can be put agree- 
ably into L^tin ^ and I confels it appears to me 
that the emblematical horn wreoihed with kurel 
will fuffice to put all who knew him in mind 
of that poetical performance, which is fo well 
known^ without any explanation by words.—* 
I Ihall be glad if you happen to think as 
I do. 

I am fenfible of the merit of theyi//(?w-trces 
but muft; not aim at having any in the places 
where I wifh them, for want of waten My 
ftiiF Ibil can never do.— I am forry your Grove 
will not be well pi6tured by Smith: Had I 
known it, I fliould have been fo angry, that I 
Ihould haye abated of my generofity to him.— 

There 
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There is no keeping the people out of the 
Service Walk : they come through the neigh- 
bouring Coppice into the Lane, and from thence 
over my hedge that is on the bank, which they 
have broke down in forty places^ and fo into 
the Service Walk, and away for Henley, &c. 

Seeing the green leaves does not revive me 
more than the hopes you give mc of feeing 
the Green Book: but as I am infatiable in 
my defires of feeing- your performances in all the 
Sifter Arts, I fhall not without regret give up 
the illuminated Decorations you fhewed me a 
fpecimen of.— ^I do not think the poetical profe 
(which is the ftyle of Fenelon's Telemachus) 
h at all the common ftyle of French novels •, 
which is, for the moft part, very ^ood j elpc- 
cially Mdrivsaux^s, CrebiUon\ and others. 

A new comedy is. ^fted at Paris, which I 
fend you to read, as it is not in verfe, and as 
it ridicules juftly an Ignorant Pedant ; which 
I dare fay you think (as I do) deferves the . 
higheft ridicule ; as indeed every thing does 
that affefts to be what it is( not, and hypocriti- 
cally endeavours to impofc upon the world, 
as Tartuffe in Moliere*s Plays ; and many other 
charafters that are falfcly alTumed and well 
fatirized by the French Comedy-writers. — I 
return your Life of Socrates 5 which I am tol4 
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'Squire C r has taken out df the Lives of 
the Philofophers, though he detefts apla^ary. 

Pray return good for evil, and write foon.*^ 
I will let you know when I know it myfelf, 
when Mr. Meredith will be bere.-^Now, Sir, 
(as the Irifli gentleman wrote word to his fon)' 
pray take care you do not break this fcal in 
evening my letter. 

Your moft faithful fervant, 

H. LyXBOROUCH,' 
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SIR, Sunday, lyUk, 1750. 

IMAGINE you receive this from the Ely- 
fian Shades, where it is next to a miracle 
but I had been, inffead of writing to you 
from my parlour ; which aft is contrary to the 
' rules of chirurgery, and is full as much as I 
can -execute in this fcrawling fafliion. But I 
was refolved to attempt for the firft time what 
moft people would have been unable to per- 
form in fix months : whereas it will not/ be a 
fortnight till to-morrow morning, fince I had 
a fall in my chamber, in getting out of bed: 
^hich, by the circumftance^ of it, mufl: have 

proved 
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provod fatai^ had I not been re&rv«d by F«te 
for fM^e <^ther tod, vrhick I am as y^c a ftrftii*^ 
ger CO. The goodtids <df my conftitutieii pjre- 
vmied anf humOur falling cd the parts AfiRr&ed^ 
aad I had very iittle ferer. Young Mn 
Holyoak the Surgeon has proceeded in ib 
ikilfttU aiid yet fo predpiCate a mmntr^ that npr 
plaifters are already reduced from e^g^ or 
nine to two only: one over my eye, which 
will perhaps bei icarred, and one juft above 
my knee, where- th€ lofs of fuhjlance (as they 
call it) makes it longer in curing* New Jl^ 
muft grow, there, and new Jkin on my face : 
but he has treated me in the French way, and 
ufed no lenitives, nor kept my eye bound up 
longer Chan tiU it could openi I have ^n 
tradable and in^fpirics; and am now ^owefl 
to go once in the middle of the day to the 
Henntmge ; where Z hope to receive yoti aboiic 
Afcenfion fFetk : for I fear feveral of the flower- 
iog-ftirubs.wUl be gone off if you defer it 
1011^9 aad I l6ng to have you fee it in fdl 
bloom. 

The oaks are quite green here; and die 
Hrn is painted, and the motto and whole 
iftfcription weri: carved the day before I 
received, your letter (which did not come 
till Friday, though it was wrote on Sun- 
day) 5 
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day^ ; and I did not know how to detain 

the flone-carver, X who came purpofely from 

Warwidi^^^I ha^ Aot leen Mu Allen or 

Mr. Hall to Ihcw'your motto's to; but will 

da^:ib the Srk oppernm^. In the meao time, 

^a!^ ctef hcg yoQ ta msikt ufrof the firft ime/ttt* 

ng yct^r €iwn Eng]lj& one)^ whieh: I am 

charinti with •„ aad dtink I caa aofiMr dxat, otnr 

fritn^ Mr. Somcorvik will ber £b^ i£ aiy intei« 

Hgenr fpint is diowed to 2^j£t iim pf it^-*-^ 

Adieau . TUbp eye can no mora; Yoit have a 

fewndhiriore tfaan^ ysMa was Hke to^, have a fortt 

J3cgh& agQ V and wliom you will ovet 6od 

Faithfully youK, 

"VS^hy don't I.underftand the beauties of 
Laiia? or why have I not fooiebody to r point 
thon jtor me? I guefs at the fenfc of om 
of your njotto'sy which fecms to- enprcfs what 
I di^e fay you feel } and is a. kind compliment 
to him, beginnings Non torn i/ifi^/^i«w— ^^But 
1 am as impertinent to offer to fpeak, a3 a 
parrot would be that had not been taught. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

SIR* Bamllsy Jone iSthy at Miglit^ i7j» 

THIS letter goes by fomc colliers belongs 
ing to Halcfowcn, who pretend' to be 
well acquainted with the Lcafowes. I hope 
it will reach you % which I much fear my laft 
did not, as' I wrote it near thjrec weeks ago, to 
acquaint you of a very terrible fall which I 
had had ; and to defire your xrompany here die 
Afcenfion Weeky left the bloffoms of the Shrub- 
bery, Ihould be gone if you deferred your vifit : 
fincc which time I have daily expefted you; 
and the flowers have haften^d more than ufual 
to difplay their beauties, which are Confc- 
quently nearer decay: fo that I hope you Will 
hot poftpone the vifit you promifed to my 
garden, till it is ftripped of its ornaments. 
As to your vifit. to me, it is agreeable in every 
feafon ; and I remember with gratitude, that 
you have given me your company, when every 
body lefs friendly was afraid to peep out of 
their door.— I would have returned you the 
infcriptions direftly after my letter, had I not 
fuppofed you would be here before they could 
:; •. I ^9^ get 
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get to you. 1 never have feen Mr. Allen but 
once fince I ^received them, and that in a hurry. 
Mr. Hall I have feen twice, and he explained 
molt of them in Englilh, and feemed to like ' 
thetn well; but was both times in a hurry 
sAfb : fo that I could not poflibly form, from' 
their tranflation, a judgment which of the La^. 
tin ones I fhould prefer; neither am I capa- 
ble of it other wife s but am almoft fure I fhall 
approve that which you fix upon. This is 
owing to my vanity I confefs,/ which makes 
nf>c believe that my judgment will tally with 
jlours : for if it did not, my finccrity would 
forte me to own it, as it obliges] mc now to 
aflure you, that I am, Sir, 

Your mofl; faithful 

and obliged humble fervant,"* 

H, LuxBOROuonr 

I fent you the impreflions of the two fcals 
in my laft. 
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LETTER L* 

U% ^ Bamlls^JjMie 3(Mb» 1750. 

HA D 1 o€rt expefted ^bvtr fefsrant t^ coiDd 
lor thr gccfe^ I Onmld harre wfote b^ 
dor ofiml cp iw t y a H ce^ to thank ydti for your 
lift agrec^le and kind viTiu I fwl gl«d ye& 
Itked the road by whiek ybi^ petnf ifed keme* 
It k( in pcotr the &IDe as Outiligand I went ailce 
tdr tbe Leafa«r€S : bu^ if i vehicle} (tkat » net 
fbr die i^aggorl track) could go aU the way^ 
you radcy it vomid briag ti6 mutch neawer to^- 
gether than we are : howeycf, ytn* kind imir 
tation to me to ftay three or four days with 
yqu obviates all objections concerning length of 
way t tiitteferej fittce yw wttf be troubled with 
my c<Hi»pal^y^ yoW may depend upon it in July 5 
and as early as Ipoflibly can in that month* 
X dare not name a day yet, for- fear of di£s^ 
pointment, efpeeialiy as ' my hay-niaking. ]&- 
not begun ; but I could wifh to go about the 
17th.— As you are building and altering, the 
accommodation may not be in the order you 
would wifti it i but you may depend upon my 
being exceeding well pleafed with it : cere- 
mony is no more my tafte than it is yours. I 

am 
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bm glad the JDuchefi aHd hef traih behaved 
without any flie^ of it, when they vifitcd you 
and your environs; With which 1 make no 
doubt but they Were pkafed. I love Colonel 
Lyttcltori for wanting to give you their fliell- 
urh, which would have a good effedt on many 
fpots of the Leafowes ; and is I think very ill 
placed ih their garden. I hope Mifs Lyt- 
telton will get you the fmall ftatue and the 
<4d Abbey-windows ; which Abbey (with 
your permiffion) I intend to vifit ; as alfo Lord 
Dudley's Green-Houfe. 

Mr. Hall came here Yeftcrdayj and is this 
moment returned to Harborough ; but left his 
complin^ent^ to you in charge with me; and 
fays he will not fail to vifit yOu fome afternoon : 
but I believe his vifit will fcarcdy be confined 
to 6) Ihort a fpace df time.-*— Niinny is highly 
pleafed that Qfc is to go with me to the Lea* 
fowes : perhaps Mr. Hall may meet me there ; 
and that will be all my train the firil vifit. As 
to the fecond, Mr* and Mrs. Wymondefold 
will t hope be here, and Mr$. Davies, who is 
to fpend the fummer in the country with them. 
Colonel Hildcfley (2^ relation of mine) talks 
alio of coming. If you let us go to the 
Leafowes, I propofe lying at Birmingham^ 
that we may ftay the later with you."— You fee 
P how 
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how ready I am to accept of invitations \^ich 
promife me fo much pkafure as that of your 
company in your beautiful Walks : fy that 
you would do well to be cautious how you 
lay fuch temptations in my way^ left I fiiould 
caufc you to repent, by troubling you too 
often.^— I hope the Bifhop and the Baronet 
ivill treat the Parfon a$ his ufage in regard to 
you defcrves. 

I thank yqu fmcerely for your advice with 
jrtfptGt to my improvements here ; and am fen- 
fible all the things you mendon are wanting. 
1 had already mentioned to a carpenter my in- 
tention of having £>me garden^fkreens mades 
which will be deferred no longer than till the 
wood is thought to be fufHciently feafoned.-^ 
The day after you left me^ I finilhed the apart- 
ment of the urn, all but turfing •, tha£ ihali be 
done when the &y pleafes to pour forth 
fhowers to moiften the earth: but for that I 
muft not pray till my hay is in. -^I .have 
turned the Path in the Coppice towards the 
Bank, where a feat is propofed above the Pitj 
and have filled up the place, where we did turn 
in before, with trees, and have put the white 
bench, which did ftand on the Bank, into the 
corner ; from whence one has a view of Skiltz j 
and the urn looks alfo W$U frpm it«^ .1 hav^ 

- / alfo 
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alio liiadc another opening in the Long Walk, 
and am thinning the branches of the trees 
riiat lead to the Old Ofchard- fo that I now 
difcover three little edifices,' befides Oldborough 
Chtircih, through the trees, 

I return thanks for Swift'^ Works/ The 
fertility of his imagination cannot tire. ' I fend 
you the Conqucft of Mexico, in French ; and 
think it entertaining. I alfO/ fe&d Voltaire's 
Tragedies, that you may read his Alzire before 
I fee you I and I will put Mr- Somerrik's. 
Tranflation of it in my pocket, to read with 
you at the Leafowes.-— Your ftile is always 
pleafing to me^ whether you write ait diflereni 
periods, or othcrwifc. I confefi, this laA ^ay^ 
wfakh makes a littk journal, is d%e more agree^ 
able, becaufe it imitates converfatibiH and 
makes one fancy one's felf upon the place^ 
and in the company defccibed.-*-You could 
not. Sir, hare.faid any thing more flattering 
to me, than that ibere is a refembUmce between 
m^ if»4iginatm and yours. It would be too yain 
in me to own that I think f0 % but } may fay 
with truth, that there is a great fimilitude in 
our way of life, and our folitary amufemH?nts ^ 
and th4ii may. alfo caufe a rcfemblance in our 
turn of diought. Wlicaievw mine tallies with 
yours, I ihaU conclude I am right, and b? 
... P 2 proud 
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proud of it. For example, I am as pleafed 
as you arc to have people of tafte fee my 
improvements here, and take sl, pleafure in 
hearing them conunended ; and am glad when 
Chance fends fuch perfons here : and my 

' friendfhip^ for you makes me alfo glad to hear 
when they go to the Leafowes : but I fhould 
not like to hj[ve it a fhew for the Public in 
general, as Lord Cobham*s ; of which every 
body tires.— Your neighbourhood to Hagley 
will often caufe you to have good company 
drop in at the Leafowes ; and thoie who have 
once leen it, will wiih to fee it often : nor do 
the beauties of Hagley in the leaft obfcure 
thofe of your place. Proceed^ Sir, in your 
fchemes, which will difFufe pleafure around 
you, as well as give pleafure to yourfelf. But 
I would not have you (nor would I myfelf, 

^ though we were ever fo rich) execute our 
fchemes all at once : for I think there is more 
joy in forming the plan and feeing it grow 

. by degrees towards perfeftion, than there ia 
in feeing it perfeft* 

I fend^you a Goofe, a Gander, a Mallard, 
two Ducks, and a rumpled Egg-Shell. This 
rural tribute Barrells humbly pays to its Loid 
the Leafowes ; where by the care of good Mrs. 
Arnold the . fowl cannot fail to prolper. — * 

That 
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That you may do fb in all your undertakingsf^ 
is the ardent wifti of. Sir, 

Your much obliged fervanc, 

H* LvxBOR(nrGH. 

I don't like the account '^you give of your 
health : Pray give me a better next week. 
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SIR, Bfirrelb» Aogoft id, ij^q^ 

THE bearer (Mr. Moore of Warwick, 
Pl4ifterer) h going to Sir Thomas 
Lyttelton's, for whom he has done d great 
deal of ftuccorwork *, and is to do more. He 
alfo did the infide of Lord Archer's fummer, 
houfe, and of rnipe, when he worked for 
Mr, Wright : but he is now fct up for himfelf | 
and has mended my figure of Milton fo well, 
(though it was broke in a thoiifand piecps, and 
a hand and arnj loft) that I (hall employ hin^ 
further. As you yriU have ftucco-work 
tj) do probably, when you finifli your two 
rooms^ I thou^t you mi^ht not diQike my 

f 3 recQmV 
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TiCCommending him to you, efpeci^Uy as Jiii 
working oftjcn fo near you as H^gley may be 
^ conveniency. He alfo lyorks for Lord Broke^ 
Mr, Wife, &c. and by that means has an op- 
portunity of feeing variety of taftcs. He is 
dcfirous of feeing the Leafowes, and of offering 
you his fervife f fo that I have wrote thi^ 
letter to oblige him j ^s alfo to defirc you 
will let him fee your white Bull of Pope j for 
I have a mind to have f^ord Bolingbroke's 
painted the fartie. He is to ftucco the out-? 
fide of my Summcr-houfe in March : in the 
mean time the mafon (hall \yh'ite-walh it. One 
Ikreen is made and the ciftcrn is taken off the 
Grcen-houfe. 

Mr. Outing is ftill \?aiting in I^ondon for 
Lord Luxborough, who was to be there a^ 
to-day i and I wait here for Outing and ^ 
lawyer; as alfo for N|rs. Wymondpfold and 
Mrs. Davies, with whom I hope to fee the 
Leafowes.-^Mr. Meredith has been here, and 
Mr. Smith, with Price : as alfo Sir Peter Soame, 
Parfon * Allen, and Mr; Hall ; fo that my 
houfe was full. They all enquired after you. 
I had' alfo Lord Archer one day, and Mr. 
Chambers and Mrs, Kendall another •, and am 
fo haye Mr. and Mrs. Chefter, and Mr, Brom- 
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ley; to-morrow : but the weather is a great 
^raw-back to the pleafure of company. 

I am at all feafons, with equal truth. Sir, 
Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROyQH, 

Pardon blots, for the man is in hafte, 
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SIR, Barrelky Monday* Augoft 13th, 1750, "^ 

MR. Williams appears in my parlour very 
opportunely, as I wanted a convey*, 
ancc for my anfwcr to the letter you laft fa- 
voured me with ; and he tells me he intends 
^waiting upon you the end of this week* I 
defired him not to forget to look at your 
JBuft of Pope 5 hoping he may be able to painf 
mine of my Brother Bolingbroke after the fame 
jnannen I envy him the pleafure he will have . 
at the Leafowes, whilft I am chained dowi) 
here in (hitherto fruitlefs) e^pedation of Mr. 
Outing and the Lawyer Mr, Woolfe, who i« 
to come with him : and when I fcall be re- 
Jeafei God Qnly knows •, as Lord Lu^bproygh 
P4 » 
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is the caufe of the delay.— I will give yofg 
previous notiqe whei> I find myfelf able to g9 
to fhp Leafo^yes. 

I am forry, for Mn Mopfe's fake, that yoif 
was pre-engaged to another operator in ftucco| 
^u]t hope, for yours, that he will cjp as wcl| 
as Moore ^ but do not know Crplbie. 

I beg my compliments to my Lord of Dud- 
ley : an4 as to your Parfon, he cannot expofe 
himfelf more in his pulpit than he did out 
of it, when he took advantage of your ab- 
fence to indulge his ill-natured difpolition by 
preventing you from executing the pleaf- 
ing fcheme yopr good tafte had fuggeUed to 
you, and which would have heightened the 
beauties of your place. Had he one of his own 
that could vye with the fcenery of yours, it 
might have made cnyy an excufe (if it is an 
allowable one) for what he did, wl)ich, with- 
out It, is flieer malice as ever any of BelPs own 
inhabitants was capable of, 

Mr. Williams carries my Hiftory of Bar- 
badoes to Aris to bind, and with it the fliect 
of writing-paper for a fample. 

I was ferry to fee Mr. Meredith's name 
ufed in the ftrange letter the Clergyman 
wrote to one Mr, Webb, about the loth of 

Junqj 
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J^iixe 5 and fojr ivhich the latter is taken up : 
but Mr. Meredith was ^not at the meeting, 

' Mr. Williams Waits 5 lb L muft cealp 
writing when I have defired a- favour of you 
in behalf erf Mr. William Holyoak, Apothe- 
cary, fecond fon to Parfon Holyoak, who 
yrith his wife, (whom I believe you have feen 
here) is at Birmingham in lodgings, with an 
intention of fetdng up there. He ferved his 
tinae with Mr. Stephens (his father-in-law) at 
Worcefter ; but, upon fome dxfagreemenp about 
fa^niily affairs, chofe to quit that town, though 
he ^as fet up ttere, and might have had very 
good bufinefs. Dodlor Mackenzie has told 
me often that he does not know a better apo- 
thecary apy whprc than Mr. Holyoak; and 
Dr. Attjyopd necommpnds him greatly :r-r-and 
his family hope you will be fp good as to 
fpeak to Dr. Evats in his favour 5 which would 
puch oblige them, as well as. Sir, 

Yoiv faithful humble fervant, 

fi* LUXBOROUGH, 
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LETTER LIIL 

SlKf Btrrelby Angaft 31ft, 1750^ Fridaj. 

AS this letter is intended to let out with 
a load of my wheats at Twelve o'clock, 
I hc^ the diligent Mrs. Scudamore will find it 
%t the Pofthoufe when fhe calls for letters 
To^nwrrbw morning. It will carry you nei- 
ther agreeable news nor fprightly thoughts 
from me, as I am an invalid, though upon tiia 
ceoovery. I ihould at leafl; have imparted my 
complaints to you before, but that my Ipi- 
rits flagged, and my hand faultered as much 
as you would have perceived my tongue to 
do, had you been here ; and is nor now very 
fteady, though much better fince Monday 
evening ; when I infifted upon being let bloo4 
iri fpite of the advice of the Galenical gqi- 
tlemen, who feared it would dejcdt my fpirits 
yet jnort : but as their advice was mechanical, 
I thought / could advife better ; becauie / 
/<?//, and Sbey only fuggejte^, I proved in thp 
right: bleeding relieved me. The firft nine 
ounces were black as ink \ the tenth was good 
blood J and no fooner had I begun to bleed;i 
but I felt cafier, in^have b^eix ipending ever 

fince } 
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iince ^ and hove been able to go once my 

ufual. tour round my Coppice, 8cc. Before 

that operation, my fever never intermitted | 

and I- can fcarcely fay it remitted; The isnme^ 

jiiate caufe of it is fuppofed to proceed from 

the anguifh I felt by the mpft yncommon 

fting of a wafp, which perhaps you ever he^ 

of: it fturtg a tendon on the outfide of nriy 

arm near the elbow, on the 17th inftant; on 

the 18th, it was fwclled to my fingers ends, 

and by night had infefted the blood fo, that 

the infide, at the bend of the arm (where lies a 

vein, an artery and a tendon) was inflamed fo 

greatly, that it obliged me to fend for my fufr 

gcon. He ^Ifo found the arm no lefs hard 

(though much lefs beautiful) than that of 

Venus in her Shrine in my Walk ; infomuch 

that he feared it would impofthumate, and ha9 

prevented it only by hot fomentations, &c. &c. 

and pooling phyfic j and it was kept in a 

Jiing abov? a week. The fame day this mif- 

fortune happened, I buried my trufty fervant 

James, who had lived with me twenfy-two 

years ; and was incorruptible where my in-r 

terefl: w^s concerned. He died the 15th, On 

jiie 1 6th, I received the news of poor Mr. 

flairs having broke his arm, juft below the 

/hould^r, by a fall from his horfe, in riding 

^ only 
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only two miles from Rugby to Sir Edward 
Boughton's ; where he ilill lies. And as (cJbanIc 
Cod) I feel for my friends full as much as 
for Inyfelf, this did not raife my fpirits; and 
ever fince all this, I have been» and ilill am, 
perplexed with various aftairs, and accounts, 
which I would willingly fet to rights ; but am 
plagued with impediments of pnc kind or qther, 
(eipecially from London), and cannot do it 
with the fame readinefs as if my poor man 
James was alive, as feveral things were under 
his diredion. Qne ought to have a fuper^ 
qatur^l Mfift^ce to keep one's fpirits up fo a$ 
to upravel all thefe accounts, and managq 
things properly ^t fuch a jqnfture 5 and I 
look vpon my uncommon dpfire of being 
t>looded, as the whifper of fome good Genii, 
iince it has fuccceded fo well, I hope fome of 
the fame benevolent beings (if fuch there are) 
will waft you here, or w to the Leafowes, 
ere lonjg, and let a calm fuccced to a ilorm^ 
At prcfept I am alone; and muft be ^ far- 
iperefs too, unknowing as I am ; and ^m enter- 
tained (by letjer) only with the reproaches of 
fome, who ovight to commend me for the money 
I have laid out here : In fpite of which I have 
purfued your fcheme of joining my kitchen-r 
garden to my Coppice, by removing thp pali* 
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(ade, and making a drain and caufeway acrofs 
the Walk ; which will be always dry.— I have 
had the pleafure of feeing' Mrs. Dewes three 
times lately; who is now at Mapleborough- 
Green for change of air for her children. It 
only fcrves to make me regret her. not continu- 
ing at that houfe of her hufband's ; for Wellf- 
bourn is almoft too far for a vifit. She is 
very agreeable in converfation, and (hews all 
that politenefs, delicacy, foftnefs, and grace, 
which one diftinguiflies in her uncle Lord 
Lanfdown's Poems ; and which I have fo 
often obferved in him, having been pcrfonally; 
acquainted with him,— You, Sir, have alfo 
bad an agreeable Lady at your houfe, who has 
the further advantage of youth and beauty ; J 
mean the Countefs of Aylefbury, whofe charms 
and whofe condu£t have always been equally 
admired by thofe I have heard fpcak of her. 
I have been told flje was a lover of retire- 
ment in her old Lord's time : I do not know 
what fhe may be in her young ColonePs. She 
is, you know, daughter to General Campbell, 
and to Mifs Bellandine, who was fo celebrated 
when Maid of Honour to Queen Caroline. It 
is no wonder then fhe is pleafing, 

I could 
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Wedneftlajr, September 5 A. 
1 couQ not fell my wheat the day T intended ; 
fo have hot fent to Birmingham, and could not 
convey a letter to you till; now.— 1 am (thank 
God)'perfe6Uy recovered 6f my fever.— J ex- 
pert Outing very foon, and, I hope, Mrs. 
. Wymondefold and Mrs. Davies.— Mr. Hall 
is, 1 hear, expefted home to-morrow. He 
was advifed not to truft to a chaife, left a jolt 
fliould hurt or even^ break his arm again j fo 
he propofed walking from Sir Edward Bough-^ 
ton's to Warwick to-day, and to-morrow to 
Henley. I fent him word by Sadler Waid, 
that if he found himfelf too much tired to* 
day to proceed, he might fend for my chaife 
to Warwick, unlefs he preferred Parfon Adams's 
way of travelling on foot ; and hoped in that 
cafe he would, wear his gown and caflbck on 
the road. 

Parfon Holyoak begs his compliments, and 
thanks you for your kind intentions concern- 
ing his Son. 

Second Letter. 

I tore the jnclofed antique iuq>rtflioa off^ 
letter I received, Alas ! I am afliamed to tell 
that the faid feal is fpoiled by my fault. 

I aoL 
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I am aflured that the paper carvingi axic 

quite as beautiful^ and more durdilen than 

either wood or ftucco ; and for ceilings in* 

finitely preferable, efpecially as they may be 

moved) being only fattened up with tacks. They 

adorn chimnies and indeed whole roofnft> wkk 

them, and make pi&ure-frames df cfaenu "^he 

paper is boiled to mafh and pounded a tail 

ivhik, then it Bs put into moulds of any form ^**^ 

but farther I know not ; only that when it h 

tacked up, you either paint it white^ « gild 

it^ as you would do wood. Seyeral Ladiea 

take the trouble of making this thcmfehrcs! 

but it is to be bought in fuigle Ornaments, fo 

much a piece, or a dozen. So Lord Fotey** 

Chapel-ceiling was bought. 

I, want you to invent fomething for me 
to make, cidi^r. witjiin or without doocs,. of 
thofe beautiful. Briftol ftoqcs of all colours, 
whidi Mr. Hall brought me, , The iccond 
cargo he knt are funk, with thd. barge, near 
Tewkesbury 5 biit it is to be hoped they wiU 
be ^ot up.— Lord Hallifax is cutting off pait 
of a gallery with four pillars of thefe ttone8> 
which will coft him 500/. each 4 and fixes 
branches for candles in them,, to teHeft the 

Do not take it ut>kind that I do not go to the 
: ■ ':■ 1 Leafowes 
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Leaibwes immediately :' my reifon for choofing 
not ft> ilir as yet, you would approve ; for I 
have information that Lord Lu x and 

his Son and Daughter-in-law are coming to 
Edfton ; and I ihall be curious to know how 
the two latter will behave by me ; and be- 
fides, I would keep garrifon at Barrells: for 
I believe they have all three a longing eye 
towards it. Befides all this, I have hopes of 
feeing my brother Boliiigbroke here: but dd 
not mention it yet.— This being the true jflatc 
of the cafe, I hope you will come (in cafe 
your Brother is recovered) and make me a 
vifit before I make you one. My bees join 
with me in inviting you to my little Library, 
where they rejoice in their labour, and work 
abundantly. It is a fituation that Virgil has 
not marked out for them ; but J dare fay, were 
he to inhabit this earth again, he would not 
fail to call in an army of thefe ufeful greatures 
to form a colony in his Study, where he would 
view their works, and fancy himfelf one of their 
fellow-citizens. Would it be amifs if every per- 
fon in power was obliged to have this piece of 
furniture, not for their amufement only^ as I 
have it, but for their inftruftion in the art of 
government? Be that as it will, it is really 
very entertaining to us Hermits. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LIV. 

SIR, Sondax Night. 

I IMAGINE Ibme meflenger has proved 
unjuft to u§ •, for you fecm not to have 
had the lift of difafters I wrote,— On Wed- 
neftiay the 15th ult*. (laid I) poor James, my 
old trufty fervant, died.— On the fame day 
my friend . Mr. Hall broke his arm ;— on |thc 
next, I had the news of it; — on the next, 
James was buried,— and I was ftung by a 
wafp or hornet on a tendon, in an unaccount- 
able • manner : the Surgeon feared it would 
impofthumate: a fever fucceeded, which was 
continued. Bleeding &c. &c, relieved me: 
then fell out a million of affairs, fome not 
quite agreeable, others fuch as I was not ufed 
to intermeddle in when James was living. 

To change the fcene, Mr, and Mrs. Wy- 
mondefold came to Stratford laft Friday. I 
dined with them there-, and we left Mrs. 
I>avies with Mrs. Bartlet for the prefent : next 
day Mr. Hall walked home from Sir Edward 
Boughton's to Henley (thirty miles in two 
days). He is now here at fupper 5 and though 
^invalid, intolerably well. But three weeks 
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is a very Ihort time for rejoining a broken 
arm juft below the IhouWer.— Outing was to 
have been here yefterday; but is taken ill 
of St. Anthony's Fire : he hopes to be here next 
Saturday. I have a return of my fei^er 
tb^day j and take wormwood-draughts ; fy 
Aat I muft not venture to appoint a day (but 
Mr. and Mrs. Wymondefold, who fend their 
bcft compliments, will go with me to the 
l-cafowes); but will fend a fervant to kt 
you know which day we Ihall go; which t 
wait for with impatience, and it fhdll be as 
fcon as ever the fever leaves me. We will dine 
with you, and lie at Birmingham. 

After this dull narrative, I can only thank 
you for your very agreeable letter, which ii 
(as yours always are) very obliging, poliisef 
and entertaining. Pardon me for not attempt 
ing to anfwer it elegantly: but balieve me 
truly 

Your moft obliged 

and faithful fervent, 

H. LvXBOROUOH>, 



i/ETTEJi 
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h n t t T^ Vi IVi, 

THE firil good night i have paffcd thcfi 
10 three weeks^ was laft night : and 
the Ertt life t make of the rctiirn of iny health 
is to acquaint you of it^ And to appoint Mon« 
day nextj (if agreeable to you) for Mr. and 
Mrs. Wymohdefold arid t to dine with you ; 
fts alfe Gtrtiflgt if hift St;^ Anthony's Eke 
allows him to be here oti Saturday. We 
propofe gwiijg in t^e rporijing $6 the L^afowes^' 
and lying at Birmingham (whither perhaps 
yaij wiU ^«8»P«W J*0 i ^a ihall be glad 
^ ypu approve of thcfe fclv^meji Coul^ w« 
C^ Lor4 Dudley's E^iicjcs befid^ ? but no 
ftjAttcr> it is you we wai|t to fce^ and you^ 
cl^roping retreat. 

. /U (^ ^ letter* it is noj worth your read- 
ings, aii4 as I (who ftiU liv? upoi^ viper^broth) 
^ wAj(Qous enough to pi^kc it more worth 
jperWifiiig^ I af company it with one I received 
fO-day frqnx the Duchef§ of Somerfet.— Were 
jypU at l^r, Miiler*3 Ball in his Gothic Room ? 
Hf;;i* %pd|f}g fp Birmingliam for cannorjTballs^ ' 
Q^a " and 



425 : LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

and Aich like military ftore, to defend his 
Caftlc 
Pardon thi$ fcrawl of fcrawls, and believe 

^ - Yours faithfully, 

H. LvXBOROUGH. 

Mr; and Mrs. Wymondcfold's belt com- 
pliments,— We pray for fair weather to be on 
Monday. , 



LETTER LVI. 

■■ ■ -^ 

S I R» Barrells, Novembtt 28th« 1750* 

THIS day I have ventured down ftairs 
for the firfl: time, and have no com- 
plaints at prefent but weaknefs, which wants 
to be aflifted by a more ferene fky, a better 
appetite, and more found fleep; all which I 
wait for with tolerable patience. This ftep 
from my. chamber to my parlour appears to 
me a ftep of confequence ; and I write to ac- 
quaint you of it, as I am vain enough to 
believe it will give you pleafurc; and alfo, 
as it is a duty incumbent upon me^ to return 
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tny carlieft thanki to the friends who moft 
interefted themfelves in my illnefs, and moft 
"wilhed for my recovery ; which I cannot 
doubt but you did very fincerely, as you 
gave yourfelf the trouble to write, and fend 
twice, though from fo great a diftance, at 
this feafon, and notwithilanding the illnefs of 
your trufty Tom ; who is I hope quite free from 
his coftiplaints. Dr. Wall of Worcefter was 
my phyficianj and I think him a very inge- 
nious man : he and Mr. Holyoak were obliged 
to be fpeedy, to prevent a mortification in the 
bowels; but after five or fix days, I believq 
the danger of that was over. A flow fever 
has tormented me almoft ever fince: but as 
4 am now determined to Ihake off all com- 
plaints, I muft implore your affiflance: for 
what can contribute fo much to the recovery 
of the body as the entertainment of the mind 
^particularly where the fpirits and nerves have 
been much affected) ? And what can entertain 
mine fo much as your agreeable converfation ? 
I leave the confequence of this argument 
to be drawn by yourfelf; from whom I always 
expe&, what is generous and humane, without 
fear of being difappointed. I expefl: you then, 
as foon as your own affairs permit, to viAt one, 
wh9 13 fo lately returned from th« Banks of 
! • Q.3 Styk, 
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Styx, that Ihe remembers little cf any thing 
that paffed before Ihe went there, only the 
friendmip you gaVe her fo many proofs of j 
^d for which Ihe will alij^fays retain due gr^r 
titude in fpite of all the waters Lethe can 
produce. This is faying that you may dc^ 
pend, Sir, \ipon more fincerity than one com^ 
fnonly meets with at the end of a letter j 
therefore I wiil^not adulterate mine with com- 
jmon-placc^ compliments.-rrAdieu till we meet; 
^t Barfellsj^ and let it be foon. 

H. LtJ5CB0R0UGH. 

The Doric Rdiment is begun % and a little 
alteration I have made in my hall is com- 
pleted, which will fliew the intended pediment s 
to fome advantage within doors. ^ 



LETTER LVIL 

'^ S 'I Rf BirreHs, Twtlkh^^f, 1^5^ 

THESE few lines are only to exprefs my 
une^finefs at not teccivitig an ^fwcr 
to the fcilter I wrote you a month ^0, to ac- 
icjuaint you of my recovery, and th^t I *apefl 
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to fee yo\i here^ and to thank you for youjr 
kind enquiries when I w^ ill. The apprehea* 
lion of your being ill yourfelf makes me wriq? 
dgain y for Aris^ whom I toquired Gf^ ient me 
VTQtd he believed you was at the Leafowes.*— 
J, have only to add my fincerc wilhes for your 
health, happinefs, and pleafure^ both at this 
feafbn and a41 others; and beg you will not 
l^^feitp think me, as I really am, Sir^ 

Your fincerc friend, and 

moft obliged humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUCH. 

-« 
LET T E R LVIIL 

g I fU Bitrrelky M^ndayt January 28 th^ 17$0. 

TH E fayour of a vifit from you, at any 
feafon^ k^t more particularly in this rigid 
pne, demands my earlieft thanks'; and the 
/little difordcr you complained of h6re makes 
ine anxious to hear of your perfeft recovery, 
^d of your good joyrney home ; therefore I 
begirt my enquiries this day, though probably 
^^ may not be in my power to fend my letter 
0^4 before 
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before Thurfday, when fome honcft butcher 
or other may poflibly convey it to Birming^ 
ham. But I was unwilling to defer even thole 
few days writing ; for my lato illnefs and your 
journey into Berkfhire have caufed fuch a 
chafm in our correfpondence, that I am ini- 
patient to have it filled up. I could wiib a 
daily courier was to go between the Lea- 
fowes and Barrells : yet it is happy for you 
that the cafe is otherwife; for my defire to 
receive letters from you would certainly make 
me felfilhly troublefome, by forcing mine 
upon you j which at beft are not much worth 
reading, and can be no ojh^r thaq ftupid, when 
want of converfation and of agreeable objefls 
deprive rpp of every thing amufing, and furnifh 
me with no ideas : no more ideas than the 
Pyramids of Egypt afforded to Dr. Perry j 
which he affurcd Lord Chefterfield were none 
at aU.-^A popos v> his Lqrdlhip; h<; is not 
the author of the CEcpnomy of Human Life< , 

I was agreeably farprized ycftcrday with a 
vifit from Dr. Wall, who dined with me, and 
returned to Worccfter. He talked to me of 
a Poem that I am impatient to fee : he h^d ic^ 
in the manufcript;, and has it alfo in print; 
byt \\ W8S pybligigd jbr the Fviblic but oji 

Saturday 
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Saturday laft : the author is Mr. Cambridge^ 
the gentleman who entertained the Prince 
jind Princefs of Wales fo el^antly laft fummer 
at his Seat on the Severn ; as you muft have 
read in the News-papers. The title ^of th^ 
Poem is, I think, Tbf Scribkriad^ an Heroic 
Poem. The fubjed is the fuppofed travels and 
adventures of Scriblei:us ; of which Dc Wall 
named no particulars but one, which waS' hit 
being enamoured with a Princefs, whom h^ 
meets in a Gothic Caftle: and I imagine this 
Poem is not calculated to pleafe Mr. Miller^ 
^nd the reft of th^ Gothic gentlemen \ for this 
Mr. Cambridge exprefles a diflike to the in-» 
troduciqg or reviving taftes and faihions that 
ar<i inferior to the modern tafte of our country. 
The Frontifpiece to this Poem Dr. Wall pre- 
sented Mr, Cambridge with : and 4$ it is the 
Doftor's own drawing and inventing, 1 did 
not think it ciyil to afk the defcription of it $ 
fo I wait, till I can get the boo'k, to judge of it ; 
^4 ihould be glad to have your, judgment of 
it, when you have feen and read it. He fays 
the Poem is all finilhed : but I do not know 
whether this, which is publilhed, is niQre thao 
the firft part.— We talked of the Le^ibwes : 
be wilhgd tQ fcp it, and f^nj^d tp rpgret th^t 



:/ 






M-J 






I34 LADt LUXBOROOGHV 

fkiB bufiner$ <leprived him of the pleafure of 
^ing 16 fee the places he fhoiald relift. If ht 
hft^ a& great a i^idi for moMy ^ Dr. Mm" ' > j^ 

the misfortune he con^plaini of will be noat 
to him^: but I rathet imagi^^e him not to bt 
of «hat exceffiw ccaving temper, 

As one is ftill wilhing for what on^ has not, 
t lyifh for fine y^eather^ feavM on the txth^ 
flowtrs m the Shrubl^ry, ati4 ajl caber ite 
'gay ptx>du6ts of fprii^g^ and ^91^ ^cm your 
ipompany ancj Mr, Whi^lei's updcr my pouble 
Oak. Am I not e^^orbitant in my witkes ? Half 
tttcfe plcafiire$ at a time might fuffice, ^tm 
\ro\M think ; byt I am fo angiy at being ^ 
"jprived of them, that I cannot "be appea^ 
without enjoying them aH, Jn the mean time . 
I am fttering by the fii^Jide, which foorch«^ 
'withput warming-, and my ink is as frozen a« 
my hands and my ideas. Your genius. Sir, 
does not freeze fo eafily -, therefore I hope, in 
^pite of winter, yoy will employ it for the 
benefit of the Public, or at leaft for that Wf 
your friendsj^ and not let yoiir pen, ink, an4 
paper remain ufdefi. It is a crime, you know, 
*to bury a talent. 

When! receive a letter from the Duchei^ 
of 'Somerfet, I will inlpart h to you^ to make 
' ; %oi?nd^ 



"stmends for the barrennefs of my own, %hicH 
has but one merit, aitd that is the veracity 
with which it affiires you of my being 

Your faithful humble fcrvant, 

' H. LUXBOROUGH,' 



LETTER LIX. 

SIR, Bixtdby Frtmavy 13th, 17SO-5U 

AS the froft is gone, (the good cfFefts of 
which change I feel in my health) 1 
hope your ink is thawed, which I am peffuaded 
Jias* hitherto been froze ; for I am fure your 
geniifs cannot freeze, and I believe your 
friendftiip to be as warm as that : therefore 
ttn impute your cold filence to nothing but 
the ftagnation of your inkj but hope now 
fome ftreams of it will flow this way, in return 
for thofe I fent you from my ink-bottle a fort- 
iiight ago. 1 ought perhaps to have waited 
till I heard from you, before I troubled you a 
fecond time -, but I was impatient to fend you 
the Draught I promifed to fend about to War- 
wick, for your fatisfaftion as well as my own, 
% believe you will think (as 1 do) five guineas 
9 very 
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very dear : at Icaft I think it too much t6 give 
for a glafs-frame for fuch an humble edifice 
as mine. . The larger Daught Mr. Hands tsnt 
me, and the fmall one Mr. Moore the ftucco- 
man fcnt: whether they employed the fanse 
carver, I cannot tell. I find a (lighter fort than 
either of the three will be three guineas. .1 
imagine you could draw fomcthing genteeler 
than cither, which might come to lefs. The 
propofaj for ftuccoing my little paffagc make$ 
it come alfo to more than I expeded. Moore 
(who has lately been at London) talks to me 
of a fort of ftucco-paper, which I had never 
heard of; and fays Lord Foley has done his 
Chapel in Worcefter£hirc with it (the ceiling at 
leaft). By his d^fcription, the paper is ftampcd 
fo deep as to project confiderably, and is very 
thick and i^rong^ and the ornaments are all 
detached, and put on feparately.— As fiippofc^ 
for example, it were the pattern of a common 
ftucco-paper, ;which is generally a niofaic 
fgrmed by a rofe in a kind of odagpn : it feems, 
}n this n^w way one of thefe rofes is to be 
bought fingly ; fo you have as many in num- 
ber as the place requires, which are pafted 
up feparately, and then gilt: the ornaments 
for the cornices are likewife in feparate. pieces, 
jind, when finifhccj, caonot, I feppofe, b? k»ow« 
19 from 
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from fretwork. The difficulty, and conle- 
qti^ntly the expeijcc, tnuft be in putting up 
theie orn&mehts, ^hich, as I uhderftand, muft 
"be done by a man whom the Paper-feller fends 
oil purpofe from^ London ; but perhaps your 
ingenuity might avoid that, if you could fee 
any fiiiifhed. 

"Tht Duchefs of Somerfet is going on (as fhe 
wrices me word) with the Chapel ihe is makings 
i;^ich was a large Drawing-room. She gives 
300/. for the thr^ windows for it; which are 
ft^in^d glafs; done by one Pries, a tndaic with* 
out figures, and of a Gothic form, and all 
the ftucco in the fame tafte, and ornamented. 
-—Her Grace fays there is an inundation of new 
books. ^ She commmds Mr. Fielding's £n« 
qurry into the Caufe of the Increafe of Street* 
Robberies : and fiie talks of a copy of Verles 
wrote in a Country Church- Yard; . but fup* 
poles I have feen that, though not printed.'— 
I "wrote you word before, that Dr. Wall jiad 
dined with me, and teconimended the Scrib* 
leriad :f-^and here I muft eiid my fcrtbble, 
for want of room. 

Yours, &c. ' 

H. LVXBOSLOUGH.' 

' Fray fend back the Draughts. 

LETTER 
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t E t t E ft tXi 

SIR. 
T^TOT one fingle line or wofd hgve I k^ 
ill ceivtd from yOM i6«^ J lu^d dw pkrfbrc 
of fbetag you^ occept your letter of the 20A4 
«diich is imperfeft to fuif hecmife it aUiides tof 
what you hjid wv/r foefere^ wd imagined I bad 
rM^ . Tb»A^s,vi theihofteft feme^ce Qf ynuyni 
would jbe.r§@5i!4tt»(i by m*; jwlgj^ tbe^ feow'mwh 
I rc^gret t ktmc whidi y<iu M me w^ very 
l0s%. leavyithofe whofe hand^ it has Men. 
into ; and yet it is periuips doing an injuflice^ 
and envying pfiopk who ane not capable (tf* 
reliAiing whM they enjoy : for oieft prebMf 
it 18 iisme. btitcher's <u: fwner's clowniih ftr<- 
rant, who is polifi^ of this tpetfuias, which 1* 
would gladly part with for half a piQt of ale, 
and which t fliouid think not too dear to ncr 
iTieve with a hog&ead of champatgnt r faut 
fear it is irretrievable, and 4o not . know 
where to enquir^i 

MaiSsVoyc^^uii peu la bizarrerie du Sort! 
voiia cette Icttre qui arrive precifcment dans 
i'inftant que je.voijf snabdeqtt^elk'eftppnKie: 

:...': ccla 
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cela Rdouble le plaifir que me donne tout ce 

qui vient de vous. Mais en verite, Monfieur, 

votre lettre eft en elle-meme trop bonne pour 

avoir bcfoin de cet affaifonnement -, ainfi je vous 

fupplie de chercher a Tavenir des fcouriers un 

pen plus alertes : pour moi j*imagine que ccttc 

lettre tant attendue eft venue fur le dos de 

quelque linia9on ; car il n*y a qu'un meiTager 

de cet efpece qui ait p6 mettle treize jours 

a venir de chez vous ici. Ah que cela fait 

languir ! et de plus, ccs retardemens rompent 

le fil de la converfation qu*on tache d'imiter par 

une correfpondance reguliere-, et puis comme 

tout change dans ce monde (et encore plus 

fouvent en Angleterre qu'ailleurs) cc que Ton 

mande dans une lettre qui marche ii lentement, 

ne fc trouve plus le fait, lorfqu'on la ref oit : 

Par exemple, Monfieur, vous me parlez de la 

gelee,* et je rc9ois cette nouvelle dans un orage 

de plu^e ; ainfi du refte : il n'jr a que de notre 

amine dont j*ofe repondre de la ftabilite : j'aurois 

du repondre feulement de la mienne, mais je 

veux me flatter que vous ne me dedirez pas, 

Monfieur, quand j*y joins la v6trc, 

Vous avez voulu que je vous ecrivifle en 

Franfois, et je vous obeis d'abord, au depens I 

de la reputation que j'ai de pofleder cette 

langue ; car vous direz fArement, apres avoir 

CL8 m 



240 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

M cc que j'ecris, qui! n*y a rien ^ moms 
Trai que l^eloge quV)n me donne, Mais pour 
Tous, Monfieur, c*eft je crois de I'Arabe que 
vous m'ecrivcz ; je- ne comprcod ricfi-a: ces 
Mei&eurs et Dunes les Glums, les Gawries* &c. 
car noa feulement ce l^ngage^ et le livre ofi 
vous ie prenez, me font incormus, mais je n'<su 
T(Ms jamais oar dire qu'oo en eut donne ua 
dans ee gout au Puiblic ; et 'f^jfft €^orc 
moins devinc qu'il auroit ete dedie a moa 
amie Madame de Northumberland. L-auteur 
He dx^ patx»it pas twp deiicat dim U €Qmp^ 
railbn qu'il fait de cette Comtefie a Macfe« 
moifclle ia Gawry (ailee xx>mmt une chauvc- 
fouris) : il faut efperer que fon efprit a plus 
d*agremens que fa figure. Je veux me faipe 
achcter cette piece extraordinaire ; en attendwt 
je m'en vais iire le Scribleraid, qui a ete auffi 
iong-tems en voyage que votrc kttre. Je lis 
ce qu*on imprime avcc bien plus de plaafir, 
lorlque vous voulez bien m'en dire votre 
jvigemcait ; c^cft un bon guide pour empecher 
le mien de s'egarer.— Voulez vous f9avoir 
pourquoi vous voiis ennuyez plus qu'a I'or- 
dinaire cet hyver ? C'eft que vous n'ecriycz 
point 5 pas un petit mot de poefie! donnez 
nous du moins quelque petit madrigal: ne 
Ibyez pas fi pareffcux^ Monfieur, je vous en 
6 . ' pnej 
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pric ; vous vcrrez que cela vons occupera, €t 
vx>us auitz de plus le 4>lailir d'cn faire a vos 
afxiis et amies, et d'etre loue par tous ks bon$ 
ccMinoiffeurs : n'en voila«t-il pas affcz pour vous 
£aire prendre la plume ? vous, qui en fyavez 
faire fi bon uiage* A propos, mon petit Uvr« 
vcrd oil eft-il ? mon Dieu ! comme il fe fait 
attendre ! et ces jolies miniatures, que ne les 
puis^je rcvoir ! je vous promets, Monfieur, que 
vous aurez beau faire, vous ne les rattraperez 
pas comme Tautre fois -, dep^chez vous done de 
me faire cejoli prcfent: Monfxeur— ne fe fait 
pas tant prier •, il imprime volontiers, et voys 
ne voulez ni compofcr, ni imprimer. Cela s'ap- 
pelle cacher fes talcns : en verite, quand on en a 
comime vous, et qu'on ne s'ea fert pas pour le 
profit des autres, cela merite punition, autant 
Q«e I'avarice d*un homme qui atiroit des mil- 
lions, et qui ne depenferoit pas un fou. Si ma 
belle lefon avoit le bonheur de vous corriger, 
Monfieur, le Public m'en auroit une obligation 
fenfible : en tout cas ne prcriez pas en mauvais 
part mes petits confeils. 

Votre deflein pour la bordure du miroir eft 

fort joli ; et tout ce que vous en dites eft fort 

vrai : mais en verite le trou pour lequel ces 

prnemens fe devoient fdre ne lesVaut gas. 

Vous faites des complimens a Monfieur Hall; 

R vous. 
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rous ne fpavez done pas qu*il y a un MCAs quH} 
eft a Briflol, avalant k longs traits de giwdt 
wrrcs d'eau, parcequc fon frere en a beftua, 
et qu'il n'en a point *, il m*6crit, ct je repois ttts 
kttres le cinquieme jour, et les v^ned le toci- 
xicme : L^on/vous croiroit aux Antipodes, fi Von 
jugcoit par vos couriers tardifi : j'ai envie d'etai* 
blir unc pofte entre vos champs et les miens.'*** 
Que ne trainons- lious des pigeons ^ cet uf^e^ 
Mais dans ce pays barbare oh les tuewtr 
peut-etrc, et nous nc nous confolcfions pas de 
nos pauvrcs colombes et dc nos lettres fecri- 
Sees. 

Ce que • vous dites de la Bienjgane& da 
theatre FrahjOis eft fort vrai-, les meiflcifres 
chofes fe peuvent outrcr, et cda empecke 
fouvent des faillies que les auteurs n^oferoieiit 
mettre, et qui rendroicnt fouvent Icurs pieceft 
plus agrcables.— Je plains, commc vous, ce» 
pauvres M6xiquains ; et je detefte ces conqu^-* 
I'ans, autant que les Chinois deteftent )es mif* 
fionnaires. 

Je vous felicite d'etre delivr6 du jardinier 4^ 
Hagley 5 voiis vous y ^promenerez plus a votre 
aife, commc moi, dcpuis que j*ai chafle ie mien : 
Qu*ils s'en aiUent planter des dioux eh Ac-adie, 
s'ils veulent. 

Happily for you. Sir, Mr. Scriblerus enters 
9 my 
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Iny cha«pber, and relieves 70U from mor* 
French notbrngs : for fuch one ftiay call the 
things i fay. I ihall feon be like E)r. Perty^ 
and have ** ho ideas at all ;** fdr what ihould 
producfl them ? My' tongue and cars haVe 
been ukleft a great while, and tny eyes afc em- 
ployed ever upon the fame objeds, except 
When I read ; and as I have h^ no new books of 
latc^ fo have I no newidt^. Je Us attenisXcti 
ideeii'u la premien Hirondelk: and in the msaA 
time beg you will make much ufc of your jJen 
whilft the Weather prevents your making ufc of 
your legs \ for when once you can range about 
yoUr delightful walks, adieu Standifli* 

Prefent my complimenu to your laft hew 
cafcade^ which I heardy but never fdw ; and 
affure Ijtr I^ will pay my refpedb next time 
before fun-fet, and will make . a long vifit. 
The iaft wav only kaving one's nan^e lit a 
door. 

If any body finds this letter (which may :be 
the caie) at fome ale-houfe between this and 
Birmingham, t fancy they ^ill hang it up with 
the ornaments of their kitchen-chimney, ^d 
admire it as we do exotics ^ not for their 
beauty, but their oddnefs or irregularity; or^ as 
fome Ladies do their dogs^ for their uglinefs : 
but if it reaches yoUj I hope you will value it 
R 2 for . 
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for its fimplicity and fincerity, which Ipeaks the 
friendfhip and the real eftecm with which I am at 
all times, and in whatever language I fpea)c it. 
Sir, 

Your obliged aAd faithful fcrvant, 

H. Luxb6ro0gh« 

Let me hear from you foon.— Keep the books 
as long as you pleafe. If you care for French 
Letters, I can lend you Bufly Rabutin's ; which 
will give you an idea of what is accounted a 
good ftyle to imitate: for Voiturc is ftuffed 
with wit, but is too formal to pfcafe. 



LETTER LXL 

SIR, £qainox» paft Midniglitt 1750-5 !• 

THE faithful Tom did not arrive here till 
late ; and (contrary to cuftom) I was not 
alone, having Mr. and Mrs. Holyoak eating a 
barrel of oyfters with me ; after which we 
fupped. They arc juft gone— It is twelve 
^o'clock — I muft go to bed par ordre du midecin^ 
whether fick or well. Your man muft return, 
as he fays, in the morning; fo my anfwer to 
yours muft be deferred till I fend my fervant 
7 to 
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^o you with it ; which Ihall be in a fliort time. 
•—I am obliged to you for liking my French 
letter. As to my thinking in French when I 
wrote it, I certainly did, and ever do when I 
'."writ^ in that language ; but hope you do not 
mean that I think with the/ame infinccrity they 
are accufed of, though you accufe me of their 
€xceffive comflaifance ; of which I am rather want- 
ing than guilty. 

I iearched for the Green Book in your 
packet, and found only the Red Book, 'which I' 
Jiaye hot had time to open. The Ode to the 
Duchefs I juft read over, and faw enough of it 
to make me wi(h it finifhed and fent. The 
correftions will, I dare fay, take very little 
time, therefore the talk is fliort, and mine will^ 
be pleafing to fend it to Her Graqe. Percy 
Lodge fliould be diftinguiflied, as flie has 
diftinguiflied herfelf by preferring it to gran- 
deur. Were flie to change, (which I dare fay 
will not be the cafe) jt would be no blame to 
the Poet, nor to the Friend. 
. The letter of yours, which lay fo long, you 
had not diredted, as ufual. To Mr. ^illiamsj at 
Birmingham -, which caufed perhaps the delay : 
the bell way would be to direft to him, without 
mention of me, and inclofe your letter to me in 
that cover i and if any reafon prevents that^ 
R 3 you 
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you might dircdb to Mr. WilliailiiB, &c. CO' ht 
tranftnitted to mc : for if my nam^ h firft^ 
thbfc ftupid meflengcrs, who are cur ooly 
Mercuries, read no farther $ nor do they know 
what that means.-rrl am glad to find you deligf^ 
me a letter in French. Be aflTured that, n^ 
whatever language you write, you will eauail^ 
oblige yoyr fcrawling, but finccre, 

Humble and obliged feryant, 

p. LuXBOROUfeH. 
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SIR» A Barrells, ce Mecrfdi» 15 Mari, i7{0-u 

PUIS QJU E vous etes dans le gout de la 
profe Franfoife, je vous promets, Mon- 
fieur, que vous en aurex autant qu'il vt>u§ plaii^ 
de la mienne : mais je vous avertis par avahcfe 
que vous la trouverez une tres mauvaife mar- 
chandife ; et que vous la payercz trop chcr 
avec votre bon Anglois, et votre bon fens. 
Mais enfin il faut vous fervir i votre mode, ct 
j^aurois grand tort de m*en plaindre : au con- 
traire, comme le profit (era pour mpi, je vDti5 
f n fills auffi redevable que le feroit uri trafiqueuc 
a qui Ton dohneroit des Hngots d'or, eii ecKailgc 
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^otir Am cJiaqUaut— Continuoflrdonc ce com* 
jwercc tunt que vous voudrea;, j'y tope 4e bon 

, . Au refe^ Monfieur, je me reproche mon 
iiiri polkcilfc-rEn .premier lieu, jexrrois avoir man- 
i|u£ a remercisr Monlieur votre Frere de fon 
ibuvenir obligeant, en vous pnanc dc vpus char^ 
ger de compUmerm pour lui de ma part ; mais 
lorfquc qiinuit a fbnne, I'on fe croit difpenfe de$ 
regkc; de b polite£Ee. Ah que voila une mau* 
vaife excufe I 

Secoi^le impolitefle. Je ne vous ai rien re* 
pondu fuf-ce que vous in'avcz demande ^ V6^ 
gard du portrait de ffeu i>otre ami Monfieur 
Somervile : mais auffi vous pouvez repondre 
pour moi,. puifque vous devez etre perfuade 
fjue vous n*ave2 qu'a ordonner, et le portrait 
yous fera confie dans Pinftant ; car je me fais 
loiypurs un grand plaifir de vous en fairc, 
quelque petit qu*il Ibip. Je compte vous Pen- 
voycr p^r un dc mes gens avec votre petit livrc 
fougCj^ Jorfque je m*en ferai bien amufee. Et 
iorfque j*irfii phez vous, j'aurois prefque envie 
d*y porter nrjon propre portrait fait le memc 
jour que le fien, et dcfline par le men^e homme, 
Ce Monfieur,, dpnt vous me parlez, vou- 
droit bien peut-^trie fe donner la peine d'en fairc 
^ ^opie« On dit qq*il y a beaucoup de ref- 
R 4 femblance, 
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femblance, mais Phabillement gUte tout ; €*cft 
celui de la Reine d'Ecofle oil die porte m 
chapeau pointu qui lui tombe fur le front et 
qi^i Ic, lui cache. Pour changer ccttc coiffure^ 
il faudroit que votre homme vit le defTus de mon 
propre front pour en faire fon modelle^ quelque 
mauvais que foit ce dit modelle ! 

Du refte de votre lettre qu'ai je encore a par- 
ler ? Oh ! vous me demandez mon opinion du 
Scribkriad ; en verite il me plait fort, et le poeme 
de Monlieur Whitehead aufli. Mais quand je 
dis forty ce n'eft pas que les fujets me plaifent; 
je fuis comme vous pour Tallegorie j c*eft ce 
qui me touche le moinsen fait de vers. Je vous 
envoirai, fi vous voulez, tous les fix livres du 
Scribkriady lorfqu'ils feront imprimes, car je les ai 
fait demandcr a Dodfley. Vous avez vu fans 
doute CCS vers ccrits dans une cimetiere, dont 
notre Ducheffe m*avoit parte 5 ils me plaifent 
beaucoup.-~A propos de cette Dame, ne la pri- 
vcz pas, je vous en fupplie, de ccttc ode que 
vous liii avicz dcftinee 5 foyez plus content de vos 
Guvrages, ^ct vous vous determinerez d'abord \ 
vous trouvcrez meme que vous fercz approuve 
d'elle et de tous les bons connoifleurs, Je Pai 
relu vingt fois, et je ne m*fen raffafie point : fi 
j'y trouvois quelque chofe qui ne me parut pas 
propre a lui core cnvoye, je vous le dirois tout 

naive* 
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narvTOticnt. Vous remarquez trcs bicn qtfil 

ieroit a propos de faire allufion aux environs 

de fa demeure, et que cela s'introduiroit tout 

naturellement dans Pendroit ovk vous avez mis 

cette marque J : et je trouve que vous feriez bien 

de changer ou de rayer les deux Jignes que Vous 

avez difkingue par cette autre marque # i mais 

retencz, je vous prie, les deux lignes que vous 

avez ecrites avcc un crayon feulement ; clles font 

ielon moi, U|ie fin fort jufte. Je puis approu* 

vcr micux que je ne fyaurois critiqucr : j'ap* 

prouve, ou je delapprouve ordinairement en 

gros, car je ne me fens pas capable d'expliquer 

pourquoi un endroit mc plait plus qu'un autre» 

lorfque jd lis des vers, non plus que quand 

j^cntends joucr unc piece de mufiquej et ce- 

pendant le hazard fait quelquefois que je trouve 

bon ce qui eft boni et mauvais ce qui eft mau- 

vais. 

Juft at this place of my letter, Captain Ro- 
binfon comes in from Worcefter to ftay the reft 
of the week with me s ib I muft defer fending 
my letter till the next* 



LETTER 
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1$ 1 1^1 Wednefday^ M^ck 2oth| 1750-51, 

THIS fhoijjd go by my fervant, accompanied 
by the Red Book, the Ode, ana Mr. 
Somervile*s Pifture j but I cannot fparc any 
body to go till the next week is over, as I 
lend tny coach, &c. to Warwick with our 
^igh ShcrifFi upon which occafion plowing 
and fowing muft ftand ftill : but preparations 
for it go on this week.r^aptain Robiiifon ft^id 
with me about four days •, and it was a pleafunc 
to me to fonvcric y^ith any b0dy whp could tell 
me whit pafles In the world 5 for I live fo much 
out of it, that I am almofl as ignorant as a Sa- 
vage, Jle liked my urn to Mr. Somervik very 
well ; and talking about motto's, he faid that; 
if he ever erefted an urn to a friend, he would 
ufc the following, which is in a copy of Verfc^ 
of the Rcvd. Mr. Shipley's, and which he had 
. not about him ; but will fend them mf .-r-AH 
that gentleman writes is Miltonic^ . * 



•Oh worthy longeft Days ! 



•* For thee fhall flow the folitary Tear, 

1« And thoughtfql Frif ndfliip faddeii 9'ei' thy Um^'^ 

I think^ 



\.- 
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J think, if I may pretend to judge, that thcn^ 
are four very moving lines in the Epitaph which 
follows the Elegy wrote in a Country Churpl^ 
yard": I mean the following ; 

f <' Large was his Bounty, and his Soal fincere ; 

f f Heaven did a Recompence ad largely fend ; 

f < He gave to Mis'ry all He had, a Tear ; 

V Hegain'dfroinHeaf'ji('twas^hevUh'd)aFrieodJP* 

I have been to-day all over my Gardens and 
Coppice, and find the former in very nice order, 
by the indefatigable care of my Scotch gardener 5 
but the feafon has not favoured his labours : 
however, I believe you will find a great amend- 
ment in the appearance of it. The Coppice is 
juft ready to produce the fpontaneous gifts of 
"Nature, which will iadorn its banks moft beau- 
tifully in lefs than a month's time : but you 
pever will honour it with a vifit in Spring, fo 
that Flora murmurs at you yearly. I wilh 
you would come about that time^ and hope 
you would find Captain Robinfon here, for he 
f xpefts a field-olHcer to releafe him ; at pre- 
fcnt he is commandihg-officer, and therefore 
tied by the leg. I fcewed him nothing of 
yours but your Autumn, which he iikei vailly, 
both as to the turn of thought, land the verfi- 
(icaiion j but jpins with me in loving the 

autumn 
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atitumn feafon, nocwithftanding you prefer an 
the others to it. I have had the greater reafoo 
to admire it, becaufe I have generally vifited the 
Leafowes about that time : but I propofe my 
vifit this year to be earlier, and before the bor- 
ders of your ftreams are deprived of their flow- 
cry ornaments.— My Brother Bolingbroke has 
^ient me, it leems, the moft exquifite forts of 
melon-feeds, and of lettuce.— Mr. Hall has got 
me feeds of the greateft curiofity of a flowier 
vrhich the world produces, if I can but raife it. 
The merchant fhewed him one pod only, which 
is as big as a pine-apple, and perfumes a room 
even now it is not in flower. He has alfo got 
me a water-engine, made of Lignumvitae, which 
will water my garden with much eafe. We cx- 
peft him home next Saturday.— The fnow-drop, 
to which Mr. Whiftler pays fo gehteel a com- 
pliment, I have alfo had given me, as double 
as a yellow rofe. My gardener dcfigns to raife 
fome Spanifh Broom from feed ; and you may 
command what you pleafe of it. So much for 
gardening.— -This being a moft ftupid letter, 
here let it end, and free you from the trouble of 
reading any thing more than the afluranccs of 
my efteem and friendftiip, on which you may 
depend. 

H. LVXBOROUCH, 



letter: S. 253 

p. S. Outing goes to London next Monday, 
from Somcrvile*s Afton, with the two Meffrs. 
Reynalds and Sir Robert Cocks. Will. Rey- 
nolds is married to Mr. Durham's daughter^ of 
the Paper-mills ; and the Bride is to be left at 
Wooton.— I never faw any thing of Dr. Wall's 
drawing but his Frontifpicce to Hervey*s Me- 
ditations, which I did not like, and now this 
to the Scribleriad : but Captam Robinfon fays 
that the Dodtor's Rooms are adorned with his 
own Works : but he did not fay a great deal in 
commendation of them. Mais U deffein tfifi pas 
fin metier \ ilfaut done ltd laijferjes auvrages en ee 
t genre pour fin propre amufement. 
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SIR, Aprilitf. 

YOUR apology for keeping Tom Jones 
is needlefs : I do, and fliall do the fame 
by you; and yoU may conunand any, or all 
my books for yourfelf and your friends, fans 
cermonie. That upon Gardening I fhould bt 
jglad to fee i and it may be ufeful to me in 
liaying out the additional Shrubberyi as pro* 

pofed} 
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pofed; though I fliall iKxt embciliih k witfe 
^nerva and PaUoi *, n<»r even with the goddefe 
Fiora^ nor my little wood with ?an \ nor have I 
a drop of water to admit of £> much as oiid 
Naiad^ though Mr. Jago, in bis Paftoral^ for- 
merly bcftowed fome oa «ne. With you, Sir^ 
they wrll alwsiys dwell > you make their habi- 
tation fi> delightful* Yoo are very good . iil 
inftru&ing me how to amend mine:, and to insH 
prove the limited and fcamy ^auties of my fiw^ 
acion. Tour miftakeaaxalltng:the SarviceiMvSt 
a XiSme-'Watk maf provea liicky hint : for wi^ 
not make one (^ my Crooked Waflcs leaded mf 
new Lime-Walk, .Which is piatoted with Hbm- 
beam between, and fo wind as to go behind it 
fpT^ »^ ^ ^"^ which is plahtpd with ahelesi sfA 
fo form a Serpentine through them to th* 
Coppiof, coping io fomewjjkere at the jfarthef 
end of it^ or behind the Great Oak ? In the 
inean :t«ie, I will fill the Gfavel-Walk^ wi^h 
Ihrubs, a^ you propofe^ and hide or take aw^ 
^ door ^t leads to the Coppace. Let me 
Itpo!^ if you comprehend my meaning. It will 
inj^^C; the place private,, and furprizc more at 
itjf e|ii(fai>c^-H^I £nd I <can take away the foot- 
f^ad ^ct^I^gnley. This propofal would btf 

f . Alluding to a blonder of Batty Langlej'si 

cheaplfi* 
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ciifisper thflfi to make a fence behind die Ser^ris^ 

I fent for a maiber-workman from Warwick i 
and we ha?e laid QUt the gmund Co roctiwctim 
Pavilion. Regard Is had to what 70U membft 
of the dift^tnce from the trees. There will bo 
tbWty-eightfeet dfi^anting behind the Pavilion^ 
^^hkh the hedge. The Ha ! Hal will bound 
the Giteen from tbeoutfide of the cwd rows of 
elms \ the (loping {ort to be towaixis the Gwen, 
the- peipendicukr part towards the Pariliom 
a^ walled, fbur feet of twf will rsmge with 
ic before the Pavilion, which is to ftand upon 
two ftone fteps. The gate, which is now on onq 
hand of it, and the ftile on the other, to be taken 
away.— The mafon will alter the coves of the 
niches by the new Summer-houfe; 

I have nnade, or rather am making, the oouft 
before my houfe fo as to drive in with a coach 
£rom the Green^ by enlaiging it confiderabiy % 
that is, by letting the palifades back to die 
Green, where th^re were pofts and rails § and 
alfo adding ten feet to the length. The two 
ftone pillars are taken down, and are fetting up 
^ain at the extremity of the court, viz. even 
with the end <^the Aviary^ and the corner of the 
Upper Garden, dofe to a tall fif. The pali- 
fad^ will be v^ry law, ^uid range all equal 

without 
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tirithout (hewing a gate. I have ordered 
that none (hall be in the middle, for it 
would obftrud: the view of the Pavilion ; onlf 
on each fide two gates will open ; one to let in 
s coach, and the other to let it out when the 
company is fet down ; but will be imperceptible 
when (hut. The two ends of walling I have 
fini(hed building. I propofe the court to be 
entirely gravel *, and perhaps the handfome 
fun-dialy that is in the upper garden, in the 
middle. There will be low white po(b and 
nuls round the court, to prevent drunken coach- 
men going down the Terrace.— This is my own 
plan, and I am all over embroidered with dvdt 
and mortar daily j but (hould prefer it to 
embroidery of aiother kind, if I thought it 
would pleafe you ; as you are the only touch- 
(tone of true talte that I can have recourfc to 
here.— Lord Archer's copper Globe and Crofs, 
gilt, arc. coming by the carrier from London^ 
fortheObeliflc 

My Guinea cocks and hens are all dead, ex- 
cept one of each. The hen has laid a fcw^gs ^ 
but it is impoffiWc to convey them to the Lea- 
fowes without being addled. I will endeavour ta 
rear you two or three young ones, and fend them. 
The late Colonel Peei:s fent me a ba(ketful, very 
carefully, from Stratford s but ^ w^re fpoiled. 

What 
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- "What Iheai the Pavilion be floored with? 
Where (hall we enter the Goppicfe ?— Adieu i 
the Oxford poftman waits to ^ to Birmiiig- 
hanii— I am at dinner, and going to church. 
Yours finccrely, 

H. LvXBOROIj'GHi 
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. S I R^ B«mUi, Monday, April 29tb, 1751W 

HA D I been informed, even by a dream/ 
that you and your Brother were faffering 
fuch pain of body and mind^ (which muft be 
the cafe when one fufiers for one's* friend, as 
well as for one's felf ) I would have fent imme^ 
diately to enquire after you both, and fliould 
have fuffered great anjciety till my m^Oenger 
had returned : and even without thefe ills, (un- 
known to me till the 24th inftant) I had fent 
long before to return the Book, the Ode, &c. 
and to enquire after you •, . but not having fo 
prefiing a reafon as I fhoukl have had, could I 
have heard of your illnefs, I did* delay it, and, I 
confefs, delayed it too long: but it was next to 
impoflible to have done otherwifc 5 the circum- 
$ ftaniiai 
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ftantial reafons for which wouid tnake rAf letter 
a greater torment to you than my Sktitetcfuld 
poffibly be : lb I only fay^ that my avbcdttolts^ 
and thofe of my (er^ants, haVe been: attended 
with fo many rebuffs from weather and difagrce- 
able accidents, that I have been ftill obliged to 
defer from minute to minute, day to day, and 
week to week, the bufinefs I would mod wil- 
lingly have done, and the devoirs that I ought to 
have paid my friends ; but my heart has never 
been influenced by difappoimmfeots, nor. illured 
by any pleafures, to fwerve one moment from 
its fixed attachment to the p«-fons it has (fe* 
voted itfelf and all its itock of frieiidihip tdi 
Judge then. Sir, whether it can httv^ been Ms 
ungrateful to you as it appears^ Melancholy 
your fituation muft have been, and is there^ 
fore now I hope the more joyful by the recovery 
of your Brother-, of which you gare me great 
reafon for hopes* 

Wednefday, May ift. 

Just at the break of my letter, I had a good 
deal of company come in -, and two of them 
(Mrs. and Mifs Chambers) came to ftay (orM 
time. Their coming obliged me to quit my 
pen 5 and indeed prevented my fending Joe: 

but 
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buc I hope nothing will prevent his going to 
the Lcafowcs to-morrow morning. 

I beg my bcfk. compliments to Mr. Jofeph 

Shenftone, as does Mr. Hall to you both ; and 

he hopes you are both able to enjoy the beauties 

of your Groves otherwife than through the 

window. He feels the more for you, as he has 

reaibn to fear his Brother is dying (if not dead 

by this time) at Briftol, where he left him 

^cceeding ill . I am glad you have a neighbour 

M&mbliog good Mrs. Holyoak, to attend your 

fick-chambcr •, as I have lately experienced the 

comfort Ihe was to mine.— I do not know 

Dr. Hervey nor Dr. Wilks ; \>ut Ihall be as 

inclinable to love him who attended your call, 

and did his befl: fervices, as I (hall be to diflike 

the bther, uidefs I heat fooie vciy good reafons 

for his refufing to come at fuch an extremity. 

• My cortcfpoi^dence (had it not intermitted) 

would have afforded you no pleafure: for as 

the eSedts of my mind have as ftrong* an in6u- 

ence upon my nerves as yours have, and as I 

b»ye had ^ers undfundry things to affect my 

mind \ fo am I ill company to njyfelf, to my 

vifitants, and to /ny correfpondents. Would 

you make me otherwife, pray haften to give mc 

a good account qf your health, and of yoiu: 

S 2 Brothi^^'s, 
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Brother*s, and fay that you believe me to be, 
as I fincerely am, Sir, 

Your faithful friend 

and humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

P. S. I fancy Pompey the Utile may have 
' fcrved to amufe your fick-chamber ! 

I fend Mr. Somcrvile's Pidture, and wift carry 
my own to the Leafowes, to fee what you can 
get your friend to do about them. 
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S I R» Barrells, Monday* May 6ch, , 175 1« 

"VOE goes to enquire after your Brothcr^s 
^ health, which I am willing to hope is 
better ; but cannot fhake off my anxiety till 
I hear it from you. I fincerely pity j^w for yaw 
concern, anfl him for what he fuffers. It is, I 
think, fatal to have a friendftiip for me : my 
ill fortune reaches to my friends 5 and indeed 
if it did not^ I fliould not feel its Rings ^ 
.ftrongly as I do. 

The 
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- The weather is intolerable, though in the 
month of May ; and in fhorc, pleafure and 
happincfs have abfented thendfelves from Bar- 
rells ; and I expeft their return only by good 
ne\vs from the Leafowes. Grant me that, and 
believe me to be . 

Your ever faithful fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 

Mn Hall had the misfortune to lofe his 
Brother (who had every good quality requifite 
to his family) on Friday laft, at Six in the even- 
ing, I have not fceh him fince » but he wrote 
me word at Three in the morning on Saturday. 
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SIR, BarrcUs, May 27th, 1751, 

YOU have relieved me from anxious fears ; 
for I imputed your filence to your having 
no good tidings to impart : but I have now the 
pleafure to read of your Brother's better health, 
and confequently of your own better fpirits ; 
Ijoth which I rejoice at fincerely, and hope fine 
S 3 weath^V 
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Weather will complete what your great care of 
him has fo far. cffeftcd, as your letter gives an 
account of; which is having done ^ great deal» 
confidering the feverity of, his illnefs, of which 
I hope he will have no relapfe. 

My own fpirits arc much lowered by my 
Brother. Bolingbroke's misfortune; which thun- 
derbolt fell upon him quite uncxpeftedly, by 
the injuftice or unfkilfulnefs of French jurif- 
prudence, and the chicane of their lawyers. He 
has appealed now to their parliament, where if 
he does not find redrefs,.it will be to their ^if- 
grace ; but fo much to his detriment, that I 
dread the thoughts of it. Thf French judges >rc 
partial, even without having the modefty to dif-^ 
guife their partiality ; and of the cuftomary law 
of Paris it is faid proverbially, !^e les formfs 
impcrtent k fond. This iniquitous and ablurd 
judgment, given againft my Brother, is upon a 
prefumption that he was married to his la^e 
Lady before the year 1722, which he was not\ 
though, out of honour and friendihip, he did too 
much to let it be believed in France : and his 
delicacy is thus regarded by her own Daughter 
and Son-in-law, who owe him great obligations. 
They take from him iS^^oo livres a year in 
annuities in that (country, and condemn him to 
pay 300,000 livres to the Marquis de Montmorin, 

his 
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his Dftughter-in-Uw's Hu(band Every livre is a- 

bout one (hilling; fo the fum is very confiderable 

(o any body, much more to a perfon harrafled by 

attainders, forfeitures, &c.— But why do I har- 

rafs you with all this account ? it is ieemingly 

not the part of a friend to do fo, as your fpirits 

rather want to be cheared : and yet it is a 

ftrong proof of friend&ip *, for to whom Ihould 

one open one's heart and ipeak of one's forrows, 

but to the perfon whom one thinks capable of 

feeling for one f and of courfe that muft be one 

v^e have a friendfhip for, and on whofe reciprocal 

friendfhip we depend* 

But now to talk of your favourite fealoQ 
Spring: Are you not a little afhamed at the 
appearance ihe has made this year ? Such an 
advocate as you (he mu^ furely have forfeited ; 
and where will (he find fuch another f / tri- 
ymph at present, and hope Autumn will be fb 
£ne as to increafe my partiality to what your 
charming lines had almoil made me defert. 
Before that feafon arrives, I hope to fee the Lea- 
fowes: for I have ufually gone to it later in 
the year than was convenient. I am forry you 
cannot fee my Shrubbery now, for it is in 
its prime. I am new-laying with fand all my 
Walks in that and the Coppice. My Kitchcn- 
Gardca is much iniprov^ by yow having 
$ 4 ' dire^d 
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diredcd it to be lengthened : the Melon Ground 
is alfo made warmer and more private. I am- 
going to fcnccrin theService-Tfee Walk from the 
Sheep ; fbr. my new gardener has at lafl: contrived 
to keep other intruders out of it by a Ha! Ha! 
and high bank he has made acrofs the 
Lane. ^ My Hermitage has been perfed:ly dry 
all this wet feafon, by the alteration I m^dc 
when I thatched it ; and more than this I can- 
not fay,' though I feem at prefent in a humour 
to extol my environs : perhaps it is becaufe I 
have been deprived of the enjoyment of theni 
by the bad weather, and therefore prize them 
the more, as fome fort of tempers are fondcft 
of their friends when abfent from them, and 
'grow tired of them when they have their com- 
pany. However my refembl^nce to thofc 
perfbns may be as far as relates to my gardens, 
I do not fay j but I will affirm I have no refemr 
blance to them as to what relates to my friends; 
for, abfent or prefent, they are always dear to 
me : but their prefence i§ what I moft wifli for. 
I muft, however, ufe myfelf (or rather am ufed) 
to love people at a difltance ; for I fee nobody 
near to befto\v: my affeftions upon. Thofe few 
who deferve them are, for the moft part,' fnatched 
from me by one awkward event or other ; and 
I feldom* find ufe for that member the tongue^ 
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which is fuppofed to be fo eflential to women J 

Nfy ears are as ufclefs to me ; for the whirling 

of the winds is their only entertainment : but 

my eyes have at prefent an agreeable verdure to 

admire, and forty-three troop-horfcs to obferve 

icampering in my meadow, which, with the 

tent of the grafs-guards, really makes the 

fcenery pretty from my windows : and, folitary 

as I am, I neither envy the freouenters of 

Vauxhall nor Ranelagh ; and can read of a 

Jubilee in the News-paper without once wilhing 

to fee it, My Brother fays that I am almoft 

buried civilly before I am fo naturally ^ and 

leems to think of 'following my example ; but 

that I am forry for. My being cut ofF from 

fociety is of no confequence p it j but bis being 

fo is. 

I would fend you Pompey the Little, if I v 
had it 5 but the Gentleman who lent it me, bor- x^ 
rowed it of another Gentleman, to whom it w4ft 
to be returned on a day named. It is entertain- 
ing enough for fuch a trifle. Fielding, you 
know, cannot write without humour. Percr 
grine Pickle I do not admire: it is by the 
author of Roderick Random, who is a hMfcr : 
but the thing which makes the book fell, is the 
Hiftory of Lady V—, which^is introduced (ih 
the laft volunqe, I think) much to her Lady- 

Ihip's 
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fiiip's difliqncniri but publiflied by her ^wn 
Older, ffom her awn Memoirs, given to the 
fiuthor for that purpoie.; and hj the apprQba^ 
pqn of her pwn tK>rd. What was ever equal to 
this fa£t i and how c^ one account for it?-^ 
I iiev^r read the letters fron) the charadter^ in 
Pavid Sipiple till the other day, though Mrs. 
Fielding publiibed them four years agoj 
^d her Srother compiends them much. I 
chink the Vifion, at the end of them, is the 
b^lt thing in the two volfimes.'-*I cannot tell 
who wrote the Vcrfes in a Country Church-r 
Yard, bpt I like them well | and think all the 
jirft part of the Elegy very beautiful. I cannot 
fee why it did not end at the tnoft beautiful line 
in it.-^l fend you Mr, Weft upon Education ; 
as being the only pew thing Dodiley has fent 
Jtit;. 1 would eagerly embrace any opportunity 
c£ ionmbufiag t6 youiP entertainment, and am 
fffPftd it )6 ib little in tnj power : my few 
x;orrefp^4tnts at London ^e too much ukica 
up with their own amufeoients to ^ink of re- 
g^ng their cppntry friends : nay, I believe 
itfr of tfa^iti think at all, being giddy with the 
whirlwind of diveriions of which they are in a 
<:ontinual rotation, and impart none of their 
lileafures, not even the relation'Of them, to us 
Qmp^^Mordf ; fo that we litve nothing to im« 
10 part 
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part that is new to each other. The ftagnation 
of the commodity Scakdah 1 am mt forry fof i 
but /jM/ of the currency of wit, htimour, or 
i tideed the mere occurrences of the day, we fufier 
by : for when ^k^ circuhte, we gire lefs way 
to melancholy thoughts, which arp too s^t to 
|>rcy upon the minds of u« rcclufc people, and 
do us as much hurt in one fenfe, as the people 
of the world's haying no thought at all does 
them in another.-^But I juft now perceive that 
I let my own thoughts ramble without bounds, 
and that my pen obeys them to your misfortune, 
I confole myfelf a little in remembering to have 
heard you fay you loved to receive kng lettei^ 
from your friends. Happy fhould I be, wene 
you {who to n^ coft are not) like an Idfliman, who 
being fent with three pence for a letter dircfted 
to his Mafter, flyly changed if for one he 
faw at the Poft-houfe, charged fixpence, being; 
double ; and thopgh it was dircd^ to another 
Gen^eman, brought it home to his Mafter, re- 
joicing, at his contrivance, as thi^ letter wa§ 
twice as big a^ that he expeded : Were this, I 
fay, your cafe, the letter I am writing would 
have fome merit with you ; whereas, intrinfically 
it has juft none at all, except its coming* frpn^ 
a fincerc Friend, though ftupid Corrcfpon-r 
dent. 

But 
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But to continue this rhapfody (which I ad» 
vifc you to' throw into the fire before you read 
it) ; I, who never was given to fpeak much in 
praife of Kings, cannot but commend the hu- 
mane condud of our own, updn occafion of his 
Son's death, and the tendernefs he has fhewn 
to the Princefs Dowager and her ^children. But 
I need not have excufed my commending Kings, 
fince the aftions I commend in him are not 
owing to his Royalty -, but when humanity is 
joined with it, thofe aftions are more confpicu- 
ous, and, Ifcar I might add, more rarc^—Iam 
flffurcd {Apropos to Kings) th^t the Memoirs of 
the Hou(e of Brandcnburgh are wrot^ by the 
King of Pruflia himfelf ; which m?ikes me wilh 
(o read them* 

Now {apropos to nothing yet laid) I muft tell 
you that it is true Mr. tjall felt ftrongly for 
his Brother's iUnefs and death, and was affiftant 
to him to the utmoft of his power : he has 
fmce been fatigued with the confequences of 
it, which will, I imagine, continue foiiie time, 
as he voluntarily takes the trouble of fettling 
accounts, &.c. .with no lefs than three or four 
pcrfons his Brother was concerned for, viz. the 
JSifliop of London, Mr. Savage, Mr. Kendal, 
^nd perhaps more -, but I do not know. He 
^as a great lofs to his family j and fince I^\s 

deaths 
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dcadb, a Sifter o£hi$ has bad iSL .great ftiock by 
her Father-in-law being found dead fuddenl^^ 
and in an odd manner; and*by her own only 
daughter being at the, point of death, which 
flie was when- 1. heard from our friend Mr. Hall 
lail ; and he feemed to be in great apprcben- 
fions at the fear.of lofing his Niece.. He bad 
been fent for to this man's funeral at Birming- 
ham very fuddenly : On Friday Mall he. went 
to the Vifitation at Warwick, and from thence 
to Harborough, to officiate on Whitiuoday; 
and is expeded home to-night. As loon as I 
ice him, I will deliver your kind meflage. 

My own fervant Ann Harrop goes upon 
bufincfs into Cheftiire this week. Price is 
obliged to ^d at Midfummer into Hereford- 
Ihire, and my abfcnce at the fame lime m^ht 
be of ill cOjifbquence, as I have this troop of 
horfi^s here : but I prpmife you folemnly, that 
if my health (whicji is noy^ very, good) permits^ 
I will fpend a few days at the Leafowes -, which 
will be. the greacdt pleafure jto. Sir, , 

Your much^obl^ed 
- 1 and very humibleiervant, 
^ Henrietta LxrxBOROUGH. 

My bed (JornplimentS' attend ^your Brother 
and Mr. and Mifs Dolman.— Write ibon, and 

I will 
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1 will fend y<^ word whdn I caa^ ffi to four 
bptife. 

P.S..SiaU I writf tind kct^ over agni? 
Yes 5 it is flovenly wrote now.-^-^Wdl^ \mt 1 
nerer could copf a letter m my V£t. So be it 
then : Mr. Shenftooe winks at faults ia friends. 

Mrs. Wynoondefold writes word^ ihe has not 
foigot your Eau de Ja^n % but it b not at^ 
rived. She fent me a very little Eau de Mlb^ 
ptars:^ of which I fend you adiop. 
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DEAR SIIU Jttli^ I4tkt ifSu 

I: AM fending my horlbi to fetch my coaclr 
r fn>m Binmngham^ and 1 take that oppor« 
tunity of enquiring alFcer your Brother's hddtb 
by letter, though my fervimc Cannot poflibly 
have time to go tifr tbeiLe^wes and bring the 
coach home \ bup he will le^M^ the letter with 
the trufty Mr. Williams ; ^and I hope it will 
find you in fpirits.— ^I made your compliments 
tOj(4r. H^» w^ is fiocetely concerned for 
f^T @f9tb9r*#. iadifpofitioni and wiflies t^ 
... ' ipehd 



fpend a week with yoil thii ^ ftfefiSh^, tot 

fiiub himfelf fiilkr df bufinef^ th^ri he eo\Ad> 

hx^ft exped^ed: for befides (bfffi)^ three 

churches this Whitflmtide, and attending two 

<]^ 6ur Hundreds ay Cogtmiffloner of the Land- 

Tax at theic m^eting^ he has had^ and ftill hte, 

many accounts of |xi$ Brother^s to make up. 

He finifhed one the other day with Mr. Savage, 

witkh was of 500/. and looked out all the 

vouchers, and produced them. He is making up 

another with the Bifhop of London ; and there 

IS Mr. Kendal befides-, and I believe more 

people : and though his Brother's Honefty and 

Pun£hiality does not leave it a difficult tvdk to 

do, yet it takes a great deal of time from a 

perlbn who has other employments : Uit he 

will go to the Leafowes as foon as he has more 

kifure. I long to go there 1 and will do fo as 

foon a^ I poffibly can< I-wifli in the meaif 

time you faw my Shrubbery n6w : it is in 

meat perfefHon than when yoti did fee it. 

i' have not feen or heard of any thing new 
latdy» The King's kindneft to the PrinceC» 
and his Grandchildten«*-tbe Jubilee Ball^-^te 
beauty of the two Irifli women, Mifs Gunning^ 
(oneof whom they fay Lord Coventry has nMr^it 
fied>^Hand the untitfi^ death 4>f poor Mr^ 
Ikl€on> who had aU tbs merk amtt^^caa kK¥^ 

and 
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and is murdered by hii friend— Thefe, I . fey^ 
are all tht topics I hear of, or rtdier read of $ 
for I hear nothing : fo adieu. It is the kindcfl 
thing not to proceed^ after tdtli/ig you that I 
have nothing entertaining to write. I am. Dour 
Sir^ with the moft fincere friendOxip^ 

Ycrur obliged humble fervarit^ 

H. Luxboroughj 

I wi'ote you Word of my Blfother Bolingbroke's 
ill fortune in his law-fuit in France. 

My beft compliments to Mr. Jofeph Shen- 
ftone, Mifs Dolman, &c. 

P, S. \ have confidered that it will be more 
fatisfadory to me to have Joe go to the Lea- 
fowes ; lb I will fend him out the earlier. in the 
morning,: that: he may make you my compli- 
ments in perfon* 

I think I could never forgive myfelf if I had 
been the caufe. (though the Papers call it inno- 
cent) of Mr. t)alton's death ; as Mifs G— «; 
was, by her foolifli adion in giving the fnuff* 
box ht bad given her to Mr. PauL . Mr. Dakon's 
Father had but one other child than this .which 
is now killed^ and he was drowned laft year in 
aihip th^tXi^ in bringipghimfrom abroad. 
z This 
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'X&is (whofe death is now recent) was a young 
tnan df great learning, great good nature, great 
honour aftd fobricty^- and a moft genteel beha- 
viour. It was he adkcd fo well the top part in 
the play Mifs Patty and Mr. Meredith, afted at 
London. 
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S I ft^ Afcenifion-DaXf 1 75- 1 • 

THE anxiety of doubt one cannot too foon 
remove ; therefore I will not negleft this 
opportunity of enquiring after your Brother's 
Kealth, by the Urate of which your fpirits do 
at prefent ebb of flow, as I injagine; and by their 
influence, your friends muft feet pain or plea^ 
fure. Your iaft kind letter relieved me from 
my fears, by fome paragraphs ; but increafcd 
thtrc\ by others, efpecially by the latter one. I 
will however hope that I conftrued it in a 
worfe fenfe than there was occafion for ; and I 
fliould have fent again ere now to be more fully 
informed, had I had it in my power •, but bufi- 
nefs, company, and weather, all impeded : and 
even now, Joe carries this to Mr. \Viiliams ; 
T yet 
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yet does not go on to the Leafowes, This 'nfh 
pears inhuman; but ib it mull be: for with 
four of my horfes he conv^s my landau, tp the 
faid Mr. Williams to paint anew, and to get 
mended ; and muft return at night with {he 
fame four horfes to Barrells, where he will find 
full forty horfes more 5 being thofe of Captain 
Robinfon's Troop, which are to graze here till 
iwinter, if grafs ever appears. Thus harrafled 
with that incumbrance (which might have been 
very profitable) and confined to my -chimney- 
corner, without a flower to adorn my chimney- 
piece, or a goofeberry my board, I languifli out 
this everlafling winter without fa much ai 
prognoilicating ity end. Idid indeed yefterday 
dine with Mrs. Kendal at Stratford, whom I Jiad 
not feen fince the lofs of her only Son, knd her 
favourite Sifter: but found the roads, the 
weather, and every thing fo bad, (except her 
company) that I never was fo fatigued in go* 
ing forty or fifty miles in a day. 

If your Brother is better, you will have read 
Little Pompey : It is Fielding's. 

The King's tendernefs and humanity (hewn 
fo ftrongly to the Princefs Dowager and her 
Son, fcems to pleafe every body.— I hear of 
fnany . weddings -, more deaths j and the latter 
has happened to the afflidion of feveral I wilh 
9 well 
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-Weil to : fa thak if the remaining pitt q£ the 
year does not beftow uppp me a fcene of more 
pl^afure^ I (hall begin to give up the fentimeiit 
you and I boih iigreed in,— Of the equal diftri- 
butibns of Fortune's fmiles of frowns. Let 
that happen as it will, I think I never had fo 
good a chance as now of finding you give up 
your favourite feafon Spriiig. It has ill re- 
warded your' zeal ; and I do not think Autumn 
Can poflibly pfove equally ungrateful to mine : 
but let fs^fons vary ^ they lift j my afiedtion 
to my friends varies not ) for they will find mc 
(ay long afr I enjoy life) immutable ^ fts I hope 
you. Sir, do me the juftice to believe I mh i» 
fxiy reg^F4 for you, and my good wUhes ,foj: 
jy^ourperffdt happineis.--<*^I cannot m^ke a tru^r 
lending t io be it^ 

H. LirxioRotrpH* ' 

P. S. My compliments attend Mifs Dolman,' 
and my good wifhes Mr* Jofeph Shenftonc* 
Mr. Hall exprefled his when I faw him four 
days^go : fince which the Father of a Brother- 
in-law of his was found dead at Birmingham i 
which muft have been a frefli concern to him 
on his Sifter's account j and his family have 
had an irreparable lofs in his Brother, who died 
Tz lately.. 
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lately ; which lowering of fpirits makes every 
new event more fore, at Icaft fo I feel, and I 
fancy none are hardened by misfortunes but 
thofc who were hardened by nature^ 
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Barrells, Wcdncfdayi July loth, 17s F. 
DEAR SIR, 

MY not having anfwered yours, of the 
14th ultimo, is owing to the hopes yoft 
gave me of furprizing me agrccaMy with a vifit 
The feafon is now favourable for ijc j and I pro- 
mife you to return it foon. Why ihould you 
not come and celebrate St. Swithin's Day with 
xnc ? Your company will make me regard the 
day which gave me birth with much more 
pleafure than the circumftance of its having firft 
(hewn me the light : for what is light, or any 
other bleffing, without focial friends ? 

I return Mr, Somervilc's Pifture. (as I fup- 
pofe you meant I fliould). I think it very like 
Worledge's, and . indeed like Mr. Somervile ; 
but methinks it fcarcely does him juftice,-as 
fome, of the leaft agreeable features in' his face 
2 are 



LET TEH S. 277 

Uj^e rather too ftrongly marked ; as under the 
eyes for example 5 and I thipk as he was very- 
fair, the pencil might be fjiinter. But upon 
the whole, had I not another of him, I would 
not give this for a great fum, His urn is now 
beautifully fhaded by its canopy of oak ; under 
which I fat laft night agreeably, though alone, 
looking at the neighbouring hills, hearing my 
mowers whet their fcythes, feeing the troop, 
horfes fcamper about my avenue, and hearing 
ope of the Grafs-Guard Dragoons pl^y on his 
Qerman Flute ; which he does very well : he 
I^as alfo a pair of Iri|h jQag-pipes^ \^i(h which 
he can play in concert ; they l^^ving fi?:tpen notes, 
and the Scotch but nine. He has no pipe to 
put to his mouth, and but very little motion 
with his arm; his fingers do the chief. You 
IJiall hear him on Monday, if you pleafe ; and 
} hope you will pleafe. 

I ^ dare fay your new windows will pleafe 
others, though they m^y not pleafe yqu. You 
have nof indulgence enough for your own 
tafte ; nay, you do it injuftice. Do not talk 
of altering old boufes^ or of maturing and perfeSlih^ 
errors -, that touches me home, and makes mc 
wince : for too true it is,' that after a vaft 
(leal pf money laid out, one has nothing perr 
• T3 f«^, 



278 iADY LUXBd^dUOH's 

fc£b, nox within piany degrees of pcrfeftjon. 
Your town of Birmingham grows very po- 
lite. I -think the Players, who enjoyed the 
pleafure of your Grove, fliould have entertained 
yovi there. Hovr delightful would be the 
Mafquc of Comus afted on that fpot ! 

I think Mr^ pojman's objeftion to coming 
"^Ijcre the day you propofed it can hardly be 
received as nn cxcufe. Deficiency in point of 
drefs Is never obferved, where there is no defi-^ 
ciency in fentinient and fenfej therefore he 
might have come fafely any-where, and ftill 
more fq to me, who lay very little ftrefs upon 
the outward ornaments of my acquaintance, 

I am extremely glad Mr. Jofeph Shenftone 
continues pretty well; and beg my compli- 
tnents tQ him.-rrnLorci St. John is ftill at Jattcr- 
fea, but is 'going to Caen, in Normandy, to the 
'Academy.— My fervant Price is at London 
upon huiSncfs, I expeft him home on Saturday^ 
v/hcn I hope to hear more of my friends in 
thofe parts. In the mean time I can inform 
yoii of nothing new j for I hop^ it is not fo p 
. fay that I am, with great truth. 

Your obliged and faithful fervant, 

1%. LvXBOROUpi}^ 
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N. B, St. Swithin's Day is on Monday, 
July 15th. 

If you cannot come, write me word. 



To WILLIAM SHENSTONE, Esq. 

WROTE AT THE LEASOWES, AUGUST 7, 1 749. 

^'TpiS Nature here makes pleafing fcenes arife, 
X And wifely gives them Shenstone tp 
revifcj 
Xo veil each flaw, to brighten ev'ry grace ; 
Yet ftill to let them wear their parent's face. 

. How well our Bard obeys, each objeft tells ; 
. Thefc Fucid^ftreams, gay meads, and lonely cells: 
Where blended Art fo craftily's concealed. 
Arid Nature's charms fo gracefully reveaPd j 
That plcas'd ASi'^ claims the glory of the plan, 
As proud for once t'adopt the work of man. 



H. L- 



Thus altered afier^vards. 

^rr^IS Nature here bids pleafing fcenes arife, 
4t And wifely gives them She-nstone to 
rcvifej 

T4 To 
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To veil each blemifh, brighten ev'ry grace's^ 
Yet ftill preferve the lovely parent's face. 

How well the Bard obeys, each obje£t tells ; 
Thefc lucid m^a4s, gay lawns, and inofly cells ; 
Where modeft Art in filcnce lurks conceard. 
While Nature fhines fo gracefully reveaPd ; . 
That She triumphant claims the total plan 5 
And, with frclh pride, adopts the work of man, 

H. L. 
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Sunday Night» St. Swithin^ my Birth-day. 
SIR. 

YQ U R fervant cam? juft as Lord Archer 
and Mr. Juftice Chambers came in to 
dinner, and found me fo fuffocated with h^at, 
and fo hurried with company that was here, and 
company that is to be here to-morrow, that I 
could but juft read your letter; by which, I 
|ind your hay-making tallies with unexpe^ed 
bufmefs of mine\ and both agree to prevent 
our meeting fo foon as intended, and wifhed 
for. My bufmefs is the expcdation of a Lawyer 

- frofl^ 
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I 

from London, and Mr. Outing, who are ta 
come at my expence in a poflr-chaife, as Com^ 
miflioners, to fee me execute a fine, in confer 
qucnce of my parting with my houfe in Lon^ 
don to Mr. Wymondefold. Ldare not be from 
home till this affair is ov^r, as you may ima- 
gine 5 fince I have had notice given me of it : 
and Lprd Luxborough, who muft join for 
fprni's fak^, is equally confined in Surry, till 
they have been to fee him execute his part* 
As foon as this is ovtr, I will let you know, 
and embrace the agreeable opportunity you 
offer of enjoying your converfation in your 
cool retreat, (if any cool there be) and in feeing 
the beauties of other Seats within your reach. 
r—I will Ihew Mr. Hall the obliging part of 
your letter which concerns him, if I fee him 
to-morrow, which I fyppofe I ih^ll, as my 
birth-day being to be celebrated may bring him 
to this fide of W^J^ickftiire. 

I congratulate Lord pudley upon gaining 
his law-fuit; for I believe he would be glad 
of any good that befel me or any body elfe ; or 
his looks belie him. 

I am glad Don Pedro*s folemn demeanor does 
not appear unworthy of your folemn woods ; 
ajnd that Donna Elvira*s tcndernefs for her ab* 
fpnt children has ingratiated her to Mrs, Arpold, 

who 
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who will vrcompenfe the fu% for whatevcp 
ihe has left behind, and be as tender of ber^ a& 
as Ihe of her feathered babes.-^If the AnHf^ttian 
J}tM lays no ftrcfs upon the old Abbeys I 
think you may venture to pillage it without 
fear of a holy war. I wifh it was Loretta for 
your fake, and that it might make you as bi^py 
as ricif : but if treafure and happinefs mud: 
(as generally they are) be parted, may you 
^njoy the latter undifturbed, till I ceafe to b^ 
your very faithful 

and obliged fervant, 

fl. LUXBOROXJGH, 
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DEAR SIR, Barrells» Mo^iday, Jaly iiif 1751. 

TH I S is pply to enquire whether you 
received my letter, by which I invited 
you to come to Barrells^ on St. Swithin's pay, 
(it being my Birth-day) which was or\ Monday 
the 15th. As I did not hear from you, I con- 
cluded every minute that you was juft coming. 
I hope no ilincfs, either of yours or your Bro- 
ther's, prevented you ; and that I Ihall fee you 

very 
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wry foon.— Loid Dudley fent tc? mc ycfterdav 
ftQm Henley •, but did not call, 

I am ever your moft dbliged 

and faithful fervant, 

H. l4yXBOROUCH^^ 
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DEAR SIR, BailtUt, Anigift li, t^fu 

AT twelve Q*clock at noon, and in bed, (to 
my fhamc be it fpokto) I received your 
packet : the only thing fortune has favoured 
me in this laft fortnight. I hope her next gift 
will be your company here or at the Leafowes, 
if I have fpirits enough left to go that fir, 
you never knew mine at fo low an ebb as 
t:hey are at prefent; and confequently I never 
}iad ib much occallon for your company aind 
your letters y which I find, a relifh in, though 
in few other things in life/ Vou fhouW have 
beftowcd upon me the fight of the Verfes that 
lirent to Hagley. I envy the company there 
the pleafure they have in pcrufing them ; which 
fheir good tafle and good judgments m^e them 

yorthjr 



J 
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worthy of: but if the fentiments of hearts 
alone were to be confulted, I feel myfelf as 
worthy as they can be of feeing your Works, 
by the fuicere regard and friendfhip I haye for 
the author, / 

. I find the Leafowes is become the refort of 
the beau monde ; nor do I wonder at it ; but I 
tiHAk the Mafters of the Vauxhalls, Ranelaghs, 
and the Playhoufes in the neighbourhood ought 
to fik.a bill againft you, for dpcoying their 
company from them.'r-If Sir Harry 0ough has 
no better tafte for the environs of a place than 
he^ihews in his choice of liquor^ he does not 
(Jeferve to fee your Grove : for whey is, I think, 
what one would not go fo far to drink. 

A Mr. Gough of Perry-Hall was here, ahqut 
three weeks ago, to afk leave to fee my Her- 
mitage, and faid he liked it. I do not enjoy 
it much myfelf : the cold weather and ipceflant 
rain, would hinder me, were I even in better 
^irits. Indeed, you will fay, it is juft a pro- 
per place for indulging melaQcholy thoughts \ 
which is true ; but therefore I ought to fhun 
it.'— I am to dine to-morrow at Umberflade, 
as little as I like going out.— I dare anfwer that 
Lord and Lady Archer Would have been glad 
to nidet you here. I have not been to fee Lord 
^d Lady Plymouth yet, nor Mrs. Chefter ; buf 

whei^ 
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when tliey i*cturn frdift Warwick Races, I muft 
make them two vifits v and I ought to go to 
Ntr. Weflfs, whom you mention, if I did any 
thing that ceremony requires ; and after thefe 
vifits, I propofe to pack up my night-^cap, and 
make a more agreeable vilit at the Leafowes ; 
which pleafure,r I hope, the ingratitude and 
malice that perfecutes me, cannot deprive me 
of. In the mean time, I flatter myfelf that 
your workmen will fpare you to have a peep at 
the Bees in my Library, and at my venerable 
Oak : The foldier that played on the German 
Flute- lb well, whilft I fat under it,, is returapd 
to Worcefter, which I am forry for ; it founded 
fo well amongft the trees as I walked in my 
little wood 5 ind even his bagpipes were not 
difigreeable. He played on both on my birth- 
day, whilft we bowled, and had our fyllabub 
out of doors ; for I had po entertainment to 
offer but des amufemens cbampetres. ^ 

My Brother Bolingbroke is every day in ex- 
peftation to hear fome account from France of 
his troublefome law-fuit: after that, he will 
determine what to do. He feems moft inclin- 
able to end his days with me : if fo, here will 
be a Hermit and Hermitefs'in reality j ta 
which the wooden one muft give place, 

' ' My 
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. Mf fmnd Tom is (ih^y ceU mf:) in h^e 4j$ 
return^ $s his ha^if^ got here. ib earfy av^^lcd 
htm ntothing, becaufe of my U^inefs : to msik^ 
up for that» and reconcile me to h^% fzvoWf | 
mxA «ow be diligent and haiten to ^iire yo^ 
thi»t I am» Str^ 

Your moll faithful 

stiid obliged fervsAff 

H. LuXBOAOUpH* . 



LETTER LXXIV. 



D B A R S I R» Bamll^ Att^itft fill. 17 ji« 

TH £ depr^ffion of fpirits my letter difcor 
vefed to you, turned into a dangerous hu 
lious fever { and the bile which ^33 by proper 
medicines been difcharged^ proved to be a^ 
black 9S in my liate illneis {whien you ient tp 
enquire fo kindly after me, atid when it n^ 
fuppofed I could not live). I need fay -Qp 
more : this is a full fufficient reafon for not 
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having aofwored your laft obligiiig letter/ nor 

having returned your delightful Ode ; whick 

has run in my head, and been the only pleafing 

ihoughf during my confinement to my bed ; 

ibut the pkafure was generally eclif^ed by pain 

hefbre I could hanie fpoke (much' left have 

wrote) iny approbation of it^ and now I do 

it with a weak band and head, the fever never 

having left jne for a weeks but my heart 

thanks you for my Jbare of the compliments 

you pay to your vifitors at the Leafowes,, and 

which every party defcrves more than myfelf^ 

by tljeir merit % but can never deferve it moic 

by their fentiments in regard tp you. Sincerely, 

I think it fine poetry, and am pcrfua4cd better 

judges will think the fame. 

I cannot write much more; yet muft tell 
you one fecret which nobody in this neighbour- 
hood knows, viz. that my Brother Bolingbroke 
h to fend a let of horfes from Batterfea on 
Saturday next, to fetch me to him. He would 
have bad me come fooner (as being his only 
comfort) if I had been able. I am now 
by my bed-fide expedling Mr. Holyoak, to 
know if he thinks I fhall be able to fet out on 
Tuefday morning : I muft be dying if ^ I do 
not; and I repeat my medicines every two 
Jiours, hoping to advance my cure* My Bro- 
ther 
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thcr has a cancer oii his cheek-bone, which is 
already, an inch and half diameter, and three 
quarters of an inch thick. He is not under fo 
much.apprehenfion as I am for him,— I hope 
(if I do not hear before) that I fhall hear from 
you whftn I am with him. Direft to me at 
Batterfea Houfe, Surry, by London.*— I hope 
your Brother is well, and that you are perfuaded 
pf nly (iocere attachment. Adieu. 

• ti. LUXBOROUGH. 

p. S. Outing propofes to be here next week. 
He little thinks that he will be difappointed. 

Pray do me the favour when you have an 
opportunity, to alic Aris for a Sill, of Paper, 
&c. that I have had of him, and inclofe it in 
one of your letters to me. 
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DEAR SIR, Barrells, Aagoft z^tb, 1751* 

AMONG the many difagreeable things I 
fuffer from the iniquity cf Chance^ {^ yon 
exprefs it) it is none of the leaft, that I am dc 

prived 
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l^rivfed of feeing you and your improvements 
at the Leafowes. I fometimes form an idea of 
them i but they amufe me in that fhape only 
4s a fairy-tale. You do me jufticej when yoit 
believe that I would willingly (I niay add joy- 
fully) have gone anc} fpent fome days with, you i 
but; as the vulgar French provetb fays, rbomme 
propofe^ et Dim difpofe. 

You are extremely kind in fending to inquire 
after my Health ; as alfo in advifing. me td 
te lefs precipitate, tha^n I generally am, in my 
journies: My Brother Bolingbroke defires the 
izmt of me ; and adds, thait he is hopeful I 
Ihall find his cancer near, if not quite, extir- 
pated ; which revives me a little. If it.be fo^ 
it will do honour to the pcrfon who undertook 
the curei and whom Mr. Chifcldcni in a letter 
to me» treated with fome fcorn^ as a Cancer- 
citrer. Operator; &c. But before my Brother 
employedMiim, he had fufiicient aflbrances that • 
the remedy had fucceeded in a multitude^ of 
cafes ; wbieh he took care to have examined 
and verified : therefore he fays^ he Ihould even 
be more unfortunate than it belongs to him to 
be, if it failed in his cafe alone. Perhaps I 
may bring him back with me ; and who knows 
but we three may meet here ? as to the Lea- 
fowes, I cannot anfwer ; for I believe he will 
U not. 
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not make' many peregrinations the reft of his 
life. 

I will undoubtedly write to you from datteN 
fea; and have fent this day covers to Lord 
Archer to frank, with that intent* You muft 
not cxpeft much news, or any thing jovial 
from thence ; but finccrity of heart you may 
always exped from me; nor need you doubt 
my remembering you wherever I am. The 
aifedion of my real friends, and the civilities 
they fliew me, make a much ftronger impref- 
fion upon me than the injuries of my enemies^ 
or even than the treachery and ir^raticude of 
iuppofed friends. 

The fituation of the Prince's Pillar at Hag- 
ley, as I remember, did not much pleafe me : 
the eSc£t it will have in the other place I can- 
not judge of at this diftance* If Sir Thomas 
dies, I fuppofe his Son and Mr. Pitt will ex- 
tend their genius and tafte fome miles: but 
they cannot obtain for money what Nature 
has prefented you with at the Leafowes^ I 
.mean, a command of waten^ 

That I ^pFove your Ode is no merit in mc, 
unlefs you account it one to know that a good 
thing is good. 

As to Peregrine Pickle, I hired it, and 
that merely for the fake of reading one of tkc 

volumes^ 
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ijraiumes, wherein atie infefted theMbmoirs of 
Xiady V—; which, as I was well acquainted 
vrkh her, gave me curiofity. The reft of the 
hook is, I thinks ill wrote^ and not intereftirig« 
JPampey the Little is pretty and hutnoroi^s, 
land the laogtrage good } but it was only lent 
tne; ^d I have kad nothing of late frool 
Dodfley : but you may depend upon it, if I 
{MCk up any thing worth reading at London^ I ' 
WUi &ad k yoii. 1 am glad your Brother }\9S 
had no return lately of his afthma, and beg 
tny compliments 10 him^ as alfo to Mr; and 
Mifs Doliiian. 

I have laid yduf letter to Mr. Outing upon 
iiiy chimney-piiece, where he will find it if he 
tomes to Barrells : when that will be, it is not 
in my power to fay^ any more than it is in his, 
I fuppofe, to be more ambulant. 

1 cantiot give your meflage to Mr. Hall, 
hot having feen him this month. He is, I 
believe, at HarboroUgh, and would undoubtedly 
accept of your invitation. 

I beg you will favour mi with your com- 
mands to London^ which I can execute witlir 
eafei and will do it with punctuality. 

I muft now alk pardon for keeping your 

iervant-maid all night againft her inclination 

and duty : for ihe faid ihe had promifed to come 

U 2 home. 
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home. I fent her word, I was apprized of the 
length of way, and that the fatigue would be 
too much, and moreover that I woul4 take the 
fault upon me, if it was one; fo, dear Sir, you 
arc to punifh me and not her, if this proves 
amifs. I have fent her to fee my Gardens and 
Coppice ; but fear fhe will defpife them, being 
ufed to your's. 

What more can I fay froni this folitude^ 
but that in all places I am eiqually. Dear Sir, 

Your faithful friend 

and obliged lervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH ? 
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S I Rj Sunday^ December zyih^ Two o^clock. 

AS I was ftepping into my poft-chaife this 
morning, your fervant delivered me 
your obliging letter; which nothing fhould 
have prevented my anfwering immediately, but 
going to church ; from whence I anri this mo- 
ment returned, fo pinched with cold, and my 

fingers 
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fingers fo numb'd, that I can fcarcely hold my 
pen ; and your fervant fends me word he cannot 
well ftay, having fo far to ride. Thcfe reafons 
will I hope excufe my not anfwering your letter 
in the manner I ought. To which I may add 
another reafon. Sir Peter Soame being juft 
come in to dinner : but I muft find time, . iii 
juftice to myfelf, to tell you that I am greatly 
pleafed with the hopes of feeing you at Barrells 
next week ; and I efteem rnykli no fmall Heroine^ 
iince I have removed fuch a bar to my plea- 
fure as was your indolence^ which prevented my 
feeing you here ; but fmce that is removed, J 
glory in my exploit, and am. Sir, 
Your Oioft obliged 

hymble fervant, 

H. LtT^XBOROUOH. 
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SIR, 

MY paralytic fingers will not obd^ the 
didbates of my heart, which thanks 
j^r. Shenftone for his kind letter^ and begs 

y 3 io^ 
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fbr more fiich cpiftk$, I believe the Greet^ 
Book would cure me^ an4 fave a journey tcf 
3ath. 

Mr. Malkt begs, for the fidce of hiirtiaf 
and ^lac world, riiat your Mufe would noC be 
filerit- 

Adieu. Je n^en pi|is dice davaatage fans I'u- 
fage des doigts, qui me paroiiTent ayoir reptis 
rimprefllon de tous mes autres oiaux; car| 
pieu mcrci, je me porte paflablemcnt bien d^ait 
leurs. 

H. L. 
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P E A 9. SIR, Bath, Janaaiy 20th, 17551, 

MY fingers Jhall make an effort to write 
to you : you muji make a great one to 
read what they write* Such is my paefent 
fituation— The Doftors give me hopes that 
bathing and pumping will foon reftore me to 
the u|l of my hands. But as yet, I have only 
fkaok the waters at home, the week I have 
^tcn here.rri fpcnt three weeks at Londoq. 

after 
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after my Brother's death, at Mr. Wymonde- 
fi>ld's» They enquired much after you. 

Your grief for your Brother I feel in its full 
£>rcey and am perfuaded you feel the like as to 
mine : but as our lolTes are irrecoverable, wc 
ought, I believe, not only to fubmit, but to 
endeavour to ftiake off the melancholy ideas 
they fuggeft.-—! preach what I do not well 
praftife ; and will prefcribe what I do not well 
execute — Come into company; Bath 15 your 
place— ^nd I am in all places, and at all times. 
Your faithful fervant, 

H. L, 
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Oraogc Grove, February 29th, 1752. 
DEAH SIR. 

LEST my fingers fliould refufe me their 
afliftance for more than two minutes, I 
begin my letter by telling you that your recom-- 
mendation leaves me no room to hefitate •, and 
I readily accept the hpufc-maid from your 
b^irads (who knows, 1 prefume, that Ihe is alfo 
U 4 ^ tft 



/ 
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to do the dairy, as her predeceflbrs in my fer^ 
vice did) and I would have her go to Barrells 
inimediatery, if poffible; for I have been 
obliged to fend for my laundry-maid hither, to 
aflift for the prefent (my own fervanr, who is 
alfo my houfckeeper, being married) ; fo that 
there is not one female now at Barrells. Joe 
^nd (he will fettle the day of her going. 

For once bid bufinefs avaunt, and afk us 
how we do at Bath, and at your friend Graves's. 
We can offer you friendly converfation, friendly 
fprings, friendly rides and walks, friendly 
p^ftimpis to diflipate gloomy thoughts \ friendly 
bookfellers, who for five (hillings for tlic feafba 
will furnifti you with all the new books ; friendly 
chairmen, wbp will carry you through ftorms 
and tempefts for fixpence, and leldom elfe, for 
Duch^fles grudge the ftreets here unattended : 
we have alio friendly Othellos, Falftaffs, Rich- 
ards the Third, and Harlequins, who entertaia 
one daily for half the price of your Garricks, 
Barrys, and Rich's—And (what you will fcarcely . 
believe) we can alfo offer you friendly folitude; 
for one may be an Anchoret here without bjcing 
difturbed by the queftion /^^?— Would you 
fee the fortunate and benevolent Mr. Allen, 
his fine houfe, and his (lone-quarries ? Would 
you fee our law-giver Mr. Nafh, whofe white 
* • . hat; 
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^at commands more refpcft and non-refiftance 
than the Crowns of fome Kings, though now 
worn on a head that is in the ^oth year of its 
age ? To promote fociety, good manners, and 
a coalition of parties and ranks ; to fupprels 
icandal and late hours, are his views ; and he 
focceeds rather better than his brother-monarchs 
generally do : haften then your fteps ; for he 
may be foon carried off the ftage of life, as the 
greateft muft fall to the worms repaft : yet. He 
i^ new-hanging his Cplle6tion of Beauties, ia 
as to have fpace to hang up as many more 
future Belles. His Apelles is Howard (in cray- 
ons) ; his Pxaxiteles i§ Howard's Brother, who, 
though a ftatuary, deigns alfo to exercife his 
art in fculpture on humble pap^r-ceilings, which 
are very handfome. 

You ridicule the trifles I fcnt you, by 
calling them elegant prejentj ; in revenge, I 
fend you nothing this time in Joe's pocket but 
a bit of dirty rock, and a fnail; petrified by 
the waters hereabouts. If you ple^fe, I can 
buy you, for four ihillings, a quart of durable 
cement, to make urns, &c. in rock-work with 
thefe fort of materials, and Briftol ftones, or 
even of Ihells; 

How infinitely I fcrawl ! I who can fcarce- 
ly Ijold a pqn, and- could not write to my 

Nephew 
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Nephew' Bolingt)i?9^^> tili^ laft week, finee his 
ILJnclc^s deaths 

Adieu^ Monfieur : je n'en puis plus i ma mam 
fc reyoite, mais jamais mon caw. 

H. L. 

I ^m told your Friend Mr^ Graves does not 
leave his Wife an incbT 

P. S. I will ms^se your compliment to any 
body you pleafe, let theni liye 19 what latiuid^ 
jbever, when yoCi n»ne them to mp.-^Mrs, 
Maynard fends her refpefts to you.rnrMy- letter 
k fo fcribblcd, interlined, ai^d blotted, that I 
hope you will copy the part relating to the 
Houfe-keeper, inftead of Ihcwing h?r friend^ 
my whole prcppfterous letter, 

Pray, How does Eolus's harp perform ? 

Mr. Bradley's family are well recovered from 
inoculation,, and not marked. There were 
feven or eight at once inoculated at home by 
Mr. Holyoak, 
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DEAR. SIR, ?w«Uf,TlmrMay^JimP4A,tsr5i^ 

HAD I had a fervant to fcnii to the Lca- 
fowcs, I fhould not have omit«?ed thank- 
ing you for your kind (though fliort) vifit, long 
before this time : but Price and Joe were boA 
^ Loiidon •, the reft of my domefticks all new 
fcrranjts, that are- as unknown tg me as the 
foad to your houfe is to them. Price came 
home in my poft-chaife h& Saturday, but; re- 
turns to Jjondon on Friday next. He brought 
me » letter from Mrs. Wymondefold, in which 
was the inclofed Pbftfcript, as alfo a very di- 
pinutive bottle of Sweets, which I fend with 
this letter to the care of Mr. Williams. She goes 
to Tvmbridge the firft week iti July, and to, 
^ath. the firft week in Oftober ; between which 
feafons fhe will endeavour to prevail with her 
Father-in-law uo- dil^nfe with her company 
thme weeks, in qrder to fpend them here 
with me. 

J muft now beg the favour of you to inftruft 

jne about the ceiling of my bed-room, which I 

l^puld have adorned a little with paper macbi 

% and 
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and the ground painted of a colour ; but da 
not know where to get the paper ornaments^ 
|ior how to have them fixed up : for no perfon 
hereabouts has the fmalleft idea of it. Should 
not the ceiling and cove, which are at prefcnt 
plain ftucco much cracked, be mended by the 
"VV^arwick plaifterer, before the reft is attempted ? 
9e fo good, dear Sir, as to fend me an anfwer 
%o thele queries ^ foon as poflible. 

When you write to Mr, Greaves, pray do 
not forget my compliments to him and to Mrs* 
Greaves, wJiom I ^m forry I did not fee at Bar- 
jcUs. 

I^et me know how your new apartment goes 
on; to which this rainy weather will have 
caufed you to give frefh, attention, as your 
environs cannot have drawn you far from it ; 
and yet we are in the month of June-r-fo fays 
the Almanack— rbut I cannot believe it. I 
am at all feafons (however mutable tbey^ may * 
be) ever immutable in my friendfhip to you,^ 
|nd very much 

Your pbliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 
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Barrells, Satiirdayy Jane 6th, 1752* - 
BEAR SIR, 

YOUR quick return to my troublefome 
letter gave me much pleafurc, but «o 
furprize, as you have long accuftomed mc to 
all fripnjdly attentions on your part : but your 
taking, down your whole ceiling to fend me^ 
merely to fatisfy my impertinent curiofity, i& 
a gallantry that quite confounds me 5 and your 
maid*s charging herfclf with it, and bringing 
it fafe, though unaccompanied, and riding 
lingfe, fliews her a Heroine. Had you feen 
me open the parcel, you would have found 
me a contraft to her. Fear and trembling 
feized me ere I read that it was extremely 
tender and apt to break. It increased fo much 
upon viewing the truth of that, that as I re- 
ceived the pieces I returned them in five mi- 
nutes tim^ tp your fcrvant, left any thing 
ihould happen to them here : but however, in 
that fliort time, I perceived that your advice 
to me was proper in regard to ^j^ ceiling, and 
that your ornaments muft look very pretty in 
yours. I will write to Bromwich to fend me 

fomc 
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tome in tHat tafte, and will get the actideiitsd 
cracks I mentioned to you repaired; after 
which, if the Gentleman your neighbe«i<' £i^ours 
me with a vifit and with his diredionsj it will 
Infinitely oblige me. 

You pleafeme in telliitg me j^ hat« itad 
tompaay, and ttiofe fo^ in telling mc you are 
QOt at prefem: the kaft averfe to fueh diffipa- 
cio&i for yoyr averlbie& to it ptmeuxcd the 
e&d which yxm ieemdd to want from fuch a 
jcmedy* I am myielf cqo averfe to that remedy 
to wonder you mc &>: but it is commosi to 
pjeach better than one pradifes^ 

I know Mrs. Stanlq^i for I Ajpfiofe yon 
mean the Daughter of Sir Hans Sloarie, S%€r 
of Lady Cadogan : Admiral Scnith I do Mt 
know: but who is there but muit wiih to 
know him^ whtnyeu f^ he is the ddigl^i ^ 
mMkmd?''^ am glad Lord Dudley k I'eftcntd 
to you, and beg my compliments to him and 
Mifs Lea.— Mn Outing is ftill at Henky at 
Mn Holyoak's : he conies here £xnetim» as a 
day-vifiter % ibmetimes ftays a nighty which he 
did yefterday with Ja4:k Reynalds ; and they 
left me this morning* He knows he is welcome 
for longer.— I am glad Sir George Lyttelton 
has a view io modern plana for his houfes 

m which 
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which certainly ou^t to be more modem (of 
i«ore antique) dian it is. 

Mrs, Wjrmoiidelbld in my opinion dcfcrvc& 
t^ thanks hr fudi an ideal prefent : for mf 
part) I iftW nothing In the little botde (which I 
durft no^jopen) but a gmen &mU fliadow : if any 
thing was ever in it (as tindocibftedly there was) 
it muft hare evaporated, as well it might, 
being covered with noPhing, and ftopt with a 
edmmon glafs-ftopper.-— Yon do Price too 
much honour :-— he k at London-, how iff0 
or j3?, I do not know as: {^refent. 

Talking of ilkicfa, 1 mention wM real coft-^ 
cern that of your maid's fitter -, and the mow 
fo, as fee is a fcrvant you recommended to 
me, and ^em I much wiihed to have found 
capable ©f the wwk her poft here obliged her 
to^ which is in itfelf fuch as only a ftrong and 
healthy perfon ufed to work can go through ; I 
okean \^hen I have my whole dairy ^ but &RGe flxe 
ha$ been h^re, I have had but one cow, and 
no labour ; 'yet the poor girl was feized with 
pains in all her limbs about four days ago, 
which grew worfe, and are more fixed in one 
arm now. A no fooner knew it, but rfei\t for 
Mr. Hol'yoak, who is the perfon with whom 
-I intruft my own health: after he had talked 
with her, he told me ftie faid any cold was 

apt 
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apt to give her fuch paiiis (which he called 
rheumatic) ; and that wetting her feet would 
do it immediately. Thi& is k great misfor- 
tune to a feryant, and makes it impolllble to 
a miffrefs to keep one fo tender ; and would 
be great imprudence in the fervantj however 
willing^ (as I dare fay this is) to attempt it. 
Therefore hope dear Mr. Shenftone will not 
take it amifs that 1 pArt with her: I offer her 
and your own naaid-fervant my poft-chaife to 
carry them together, as it would be more ealy 
for Hannah on Monday ; and hope your own 
maid will accept the offer, that fhe may ad- 
company her filler^ and alfo fee Barrells tOf<« 
morrow (Sunday) with fcfs interruption; 
I am, dear Sir, with conftant truths 

Your faithful humble fervant^ 

H. LuXBOROUGrt; 

I enquired of ybxir mari after Mrs. Arnold. 
If he docs not tell her, pray let this letter fay, 
I am her hearty welKwiflien 



tETTER, 



L E T T E R S. 305 



, L 1E t T E it Lxxxir. 

b B A R S I k> Barrells, Jaly igxh, ly^t; 

AS I have eight people at table, and as 
you requeft /me to difpatch the trufty 
and valuable Tom to-night^ you muft tiot 
expeft an anfwer fuitable to your agreeable 
letter, cither in length or ftile : fo 'I haften to 
return thanks for your punftuality about the 
label, and for your kind invitation to the 
Leafowes. I muft next tell you the reafons 
you have been fo long without hearing from 
me j which are, Firft, A journey to Oxford I 
was obliged to take upon bufinefs ; and fince 
that. Company I have had in my houfe. At 
prefent, here are Sir Peter Soame and his Son, 
Mrs. Davies, and Mr. Outing, who will write 
his own excufe.— My hanging-paper is arrived, 
and the cracks of the ceiling have been filled. 
The papier mache is not yet come, but is be- 
fpoke.— You may depend upon my inclination's 
guiding me to the Leafowes as foon as it is 
in my power : but I am as bufy in hay as you 
can poffibly be, and having loft half my fett 
of Korfes, and not yet being able to fupply their 
X places. 
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places, the three remaining ones arc fully cm- 
ployed, and cannot be fpared for me to ufe ; 
and moreover my poft-'Chaile is gone to have 
new wheels put to it. Thefc diftreflfcs removed^ 
I fhaU wait upon you, and Lord Dudley ; to 
^hom, and to Mifs Lea, I beg my beft com- 
pliments.-^I fhewed the DSMs of my Bach- 
rock-work tx> your nianTom, who will carry 
a imiaU balketful. 

I am moft inviolably 

Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Sir Peter and Mr. Soame's compliments 
attend you. 



LETTER LXXXm. 

PEAK. SIR, B«irelb| Aag«fi tstb« I7S^ 

YO U are always obligiogy but doubly fy 
now, in iei\ding to enquire again after 
mc» though I have not yet been at the Lea- 
fowes to thank you for all favours : but my 
comp^ay has but juft left me;, and whiJft they 

were 
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Were RcrCj I could neither find time to go any 
Ivhere^ nor even to wrke.— Sir Peter Soame and 
his Son are gone back to Heydon. I carried 
Mrs. Davies home to Stratford yefterday-was- 
fevennight ; ^pd this day fevennight Mr. Outing 
livent to Gloucefterfliire, in order to embark 
laft Monday for Monmouth : fo he may pro- 
bably be afraid with reafon, and become a prey 
to the filhj having fo young a guide as his 
pupil : andj as I told him^ if fuch an accident 
. happened, nobody would pity him j but all ' 
Would iay (as in Moliere's play) 

*' Qq' alloit 11 faire dans cette galere } ** 

This Juvenile party conlifts of Lord Somer- 
,vile*s two Sons, Outing's Pupil, himfelf, and 
Jack Reynalds ; who go this voyage by water 
they know not why nor where. Landrinden 
they talked of taking in their way, when the 
Somerviles, &c. lay here and formed this 
party t but they were no fooner gone than I 
perceived Outing's heart failed him, but he was 
afliam^d to own it ta them ; however, he faid 
he would go no farther than to Monmoyth, 
and told Lane he intencfed to be back at 
BarrcUs in a fortnight's time. If he is fo, he 
will undoubtedly go with me to the Leafowes. 
If I caft alfo get Mrs. Davies to go, flie will 
X 2 contribute 



308 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

contribute to our mirth, and will fing all day : 
Sir Peter taught her two or three new fongs. 
She can lay with my fervant • lb that Ihe will 
not take up a bed the more. I have thoughts 
of going in my landau, and df fending back 
four of t;he horfes the fame night, and keeping 
two at your houfe, which will I fuppole be 
fufiicient to carry me to the Grange, If con- 
venient to you, I propofe going to the Lea- 
fowes on Friday the 28th inftant : if not con- 
venient to you, pray write me word. Price 
begs he may attend my coach.— I rejoice at 
your jollity, and will join in' chorus, when you 
fing 

** Baniflbns la melancolie :" 

but your writing nothing I do not approve of, 
no more than of your not finilhing my Green 
Book.— Your infcription upon the Label 
fliould be Vin de Paifan^ without the s at laft. 

Joe tranflated the French receipt for cauli- 
flowers, and has diftated it to Lane, whilft I 
)iave been writing this letter. 

My beft compliments wait on Lord Dudley 
and Mifs Lea •, and I am ever 

Moft fmcerely yours, &c. 

H.^LUXBOROUGH. 
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LETTER LXXXIV. 

•'VTOtwithftanding my partiality to Autumn, 
JL^ I long for Spring, as it will I hope 
bring you to Barrells, and as it ufhers in Sum* 
jncr, which will carry me to the Leafowes, 
where I will, as long as it is in my power, pay 
my devoirs to you, ^nd make libation's to our 
departed Friend over his urn, which I am 
gla^ you have ereftcd %Q his memory ; as 1 
think it is pity that fo worthy a mian fhoqld meet 
with fo few peopli^ to pay to hi3 memory the 
honours it (Jcfefves ; and fo rnany, that, dn the 
contrary, vilify his charaftpr; And though I 
am far from laying a ftrefs upon funeral pomp, 
no one ( Jacky lieynalds excepted) fhed a tear 
oyer his corfe, pr has laid a ftone over his 
grave, — notwithftandjng Lord Somervile is fo 
0, great gainer by his dying, and the Vicar was fo 
great a one by his living ; but ingratitude is 
now as faftiionable as bribery and corruption. ' 

Here. I end, left you fhould be quite tired 
out, and not return me an anfwer foon, for 
fear of drawing upon yourfelf a troublefolrj^ 

* ^}ie beginning of this Lctte;r i$ ^aliting. 

7^$ >rf|)ij^, 
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reply. It is late ; but I can, with the worft 
pen, and the fincereft heart affure you; that 
I am, Sir, 

Your obliged and f^thful fervant, 

H. LyXBOROUGH, 



LETTER LXXXV, 

DEAR S I R| Barrells, September 28th, i^z^ 

MR, Pixall has juft been faying he intends; 
to go home to-morrow: You would 
otherwife have heard from me by another con^ 
veyance j for I could not longer have forborne 
returning pny fincere thanks for the very 
obliging, hofpitable, and pleafing reception I 
met with at the Leafowes, and for your agreCr 
able, though top Ihort, yifii: at Barrells. 

My cough pontinues •, but I am otherwife 
well, and inhabit my lower apartment and my 
Summer-houfe, wherp I hope to receive you 
and Lord Dudley before the days grow much 
fhorter, ^nd the elms quite bare. My compli- 
ments attend his Lordlhip, Mifs Lea, and all 
your neighbours. 

My Drefling-Room looks juft as /would, 

and 
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and as I believe ymi would have it (fp well has 
IVlr. Pixall performed his part) -, and the feftoons 
over the windows are not the leaft elegant or- 
naments of tl\e.room: the doors ftcni to fcnvy 
the windows, and ^vc in as plain a drefs as 
that of the Qjaakers ; but are very ready to 
(ubmit to any ornament j^^ will be pleafcd to 
bcftow. 

I dcfirc the beairer may lead my coach-horfe 
home J and I beg the favour of you to pay 
the fj^rrier, and to let me know what his bill 
fiomies to^ which will Be better than letting 
him make it to me, who am a ftranger- 

I have juft been writing to the Earl and 
IJ^ountefs of Ferrers, from whom I received \ 
compliments this day, and information of their 
marriage > fo that my hand is tired j but my 
. heart is indefatigahly frue to my friends, zti^ 
wou^d be equally ferviceable, if power was given 

Tour faithful and obliged 

humble fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUCH.^ 
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LETTER LXXXVI, 

9arrells> Sunday, Odober 15 th, 1752. 
DEAR SIR, 

AN Y mcfftfnger that comes from the 
Leafowcs is furc to be welcome at Bar- 
rclls (as Hannah would have becn^ if you had 
permitted her to come) .rr— You- are very kind 
in being folicitous about my health, which is 
good now, my Birmingham cough has left 
me -, but it continued a conliderable time after 
you went from hence. 

I congratulate you upon having had £0 
much agreeable company, who will undoubt- 
edly vifit you often- as, by your account of 
them, they feem to be people of tafte. — My 
pride cannot be heightened by Sir George 
Lyttelton's approbation pf my Lines, becaufe 
Mr* Shenftone had coinmendcd them before, 
and has thought them worthy of being rcr 
touched by himfelf. 

Lord Dudley is flow in fixing a day fop 
givinjg me the pleafure of his and your com- 
patty I but I hope the refolution will come 

upon 
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flpon him fuddenly, and will as fuddenly be 
executed ; though. I cannot promife his Lord* 
ihip any pleafurc in the journey, except that of 
pbliging \ which I knoW is a great one to him. 

Mr, Outing and I have lived like two Hermits 
lince you left us. The few fine days we have 
had I have employed in making fmall improve- 
ments (alterations at leaft) in my Coppice, and 
in the way to it v but much more plantmg i$ 
reqyir^d ; and I siyant greatly a hedge that will 
grow as quick as yours did, ^nc) I fhall prizp 
it as much (but with far more reafon) as tho 
fueuerabk Dean does his newlyrfoynd Pryidr 
Idol 

. I return your fmall R^ed Bqok, after hjiving 
copied the 6d^ on Indolence, which pleafes me 
much.— "I alfo fend you by trufty Tom three 
Rofe? for your Gothic Windows, which you 
piay fix up without cenfure, for they are all 
red- 

I obfcrve your averfion to Autumn cop- 
linues, and that, when you find your ipirits 
deprefled, you are ready to lay the fault on the 
feafon \ but I take it that folitude is the 
^hief caufe, and the nurfe oi painful ideas. 

I hgpe Mrs. Arnold is well, and fhall be 
pbliged tp her for a Quipea cock, wheq con- 
venient. 

Pray 
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Pray remcmbcf me kindly to Mr. PixalJ^ 
and afk if he befpoke my long ftools and iire^ 
grate at Birminghwi f ^and whether he ipoke 
to Mr. Williams ? 

Adieu. I am intcrryptcd by Mr. John Rey» 
naldS) and Mr. Sradley^ and Lady Plymouth's 
iervant, from writing more i but never can be 
interrupted in my fentiments of friendfhip an4 
gratitude towards you^ which ,aiie immutable. 

H, LVXBOROUCH, 



LETTER l^XXXVII, . 

Barrens, Tuefday, Oaober i4t)i> i7$?* 
DEA& SIR, 

LONG hare I cxpcdcd the pleafurc of 
your company and Lord Dudley's, but 
have expeAed in vain ; and my impatience at 
the delay will fufijcienf ly fliow the grejitcr im^ 
patience and the concern I now feel at findiiig 
myfelf obliged to prolong that delay, which 
I wiflied to ftuM'ten.^^The trudi is, that my 
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fAd fervanjt: Price is ftruck with a pdfy, aiu} 
one half of his body is dead 1 (o that he in 
entirely hejplefs : and a^ his wdght and fize 
4io not agriec wifh the narrownefs of my garretr 
ftairs, there was not ^ poffibility of carrying 
him, laft Saturday^ higher t^han the firft ftory 5 
where he has continued ever fince in the be4 
Mr. Qbting lay in till then ; and another per- 
fon lays in the other bed, in the fame room^ to 
\)i ready ^t hand to affift him, and turn him as 
he lays. This accident, and the confequences 
pf it, perplejc me a gpod dieal 5 buf it wa? 
unavoidable : for fo faithful an old ^rvant 
could not be fent out of the houfe, unlefs in- 
humanity had guided me 5 which I hope will 
never be the cafe, though I forfeit my own 
pleafure ; for I cannot afk to fee you and Lord 
Pudley, where I cotiM not lodge you» I have 
literally but ofie fpare bpd at prefent^ and that 
is ufed by Dr. Wall when he qomes to Ae 
fick man.-r-I never till now wilhed for a ipa- 
cious habitation : my fmall one was fufficient 
for my ufe, and fully fatisficd my ambition ; 
but now that it banifties my friends, it is in- 
^portable to me : it is, however, but for a 
time, and ibat^ I hope, a Jbm erne. As foon 
^ thcfc difficulties are removed, I will acquaint 
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you of it for my own fake. In the mean time, 
be pleafcd to prefcnt my compliments to Lord 
Dudley and Mifs Lea, and acquaint his Lord- 
'fliip of my difappointment.— Mr. Outing prc- 
fents his compliments to you, and aflcs your 
commands to London, where he is obliged tq 
go foon.— I am molt fincerely, dear Sir, 

ypvjr obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 



f«" 



LETTER LXXXVm. 

DEAR SIRf Barrells, Noveiiiber6th, 1752* 

IT is both kipd and polite of you to fend 
fo far tp enquire after my hbnefl: old fervant 
Price : but the anfwer is fuch as I believe you 
guefs:— He is no more, Jt pleafed God to 
rcleafe him from his mifery, but not till yefter- 
day morning, at two or three o'clock. He had 
his feiffes to the laft, and made his will. We 
propofe %o bury him on Wednefday. I have 
fcot into Hercfordfliire for Mr. Smith, the 

Clergyman 
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Clergyman you faw here. My hurry, and the 
confudon of my houfe, has been very great, 
and is' not yet at .an end : The having ^moit 
all new fervants makes it lay harder upon me. 
—Mr. Outing was to have gone for London 
to-day ; out does not go till next Monday, and 
dcfires his beft compliments to you. 

If you fee Mr. Pixall, pray fay that I do 
not mean to give two guineas for a fender; 
and I even think I need not have any bought : 
but would be glad of a fmall grate; and I 
am obliged to him for the trouble of getting 
the things made which I befpoke. — My great 
Parlour looks very handfome now it is painted 
with flake-white. 

Thanks for your Stanza to Admiral Smith, 
which is genteel and elegant. You are happy 
in having. neighbours deferving of your pane- 
gyrics.— Mrs. Dillon's beauty claims a con- 
iiderable place among them.-*-I can fcarcely 
form an idea of Lady Lyttelton prefiding over 
a Dairy, any more than I Ihould of the vene- 
rable Dean, if you told me he preferred a 
modern Guinea to a copper Otho. 

My beft. compliments pray, at the Grange ; 
and hope the vifit intended : m^, though poft- 
.pohed, will be made ere long. 

I fend you Mrs, Wymondefold^s compli* 
6 menta 



\ 
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ment9 CD yout and her renfoits for not comuig 
to me at profentt m hef own h«ii4*«writing^ to * 
the penifal of which I kave you^ after ^Surifig 
fim that J iiiw dear Sir^ 

Year ever obliged and faidify 

H« Li;xBOiU)tFd»# 

Sit Peter Soame wi^ete me his compTimenw 
for 70U. 



LETTER hXXXlX. 

* 

DEAR SIR^ BatrtilH November a7<3i^ i7S^ 

I THINK it long fuice I heard from youi 
and write this only: t6 diquire after you^ 
and to fay that I hope it wiU not be long liefort 
I have the pleafure of feeing you and Lord 
Dudley here. 

It feem$ the Pediment for Venusfs Temple 
has been finiihed and brought hither thefe 
nine months. I have dcdued Mr. Handa to 
defer erefting it till you come, fince it has not 
been done before, by my being igaorant of ic$ 
being here. 

Lord 
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^ Lord and Lady Plymouth dined hert laft 
^cck, and Mrs. Kendal made me a vifit two 
days before; except which, folitude has reigned 
triumphant here : but, whether with of without 
company, I feel myfelf equally attached to my 
Friends ; and, in confequence, ihuftever be, dear 
Sir, 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LuxBORoucnr 

P. S. 1 write in a hurry] by my waggoft 
which goes for coaU, 

I have not heard from Mr. Outing fince he 
went to London. 
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DEAR S I Ra Banf Us, December 4tb» tj^z^ 

TH A T you are two letters ia my debt I 
do not reproach you -, for the laft which I 
inclofed to Mr. Williams, I imagine neither you 
nor be ever received.. It was to alk if I fhould 
not now be favoured with your company and 
^0|:d Dudleyfs at Barrells ? to whom I defired, 

and 
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and do dfefire, my beft compliments : and to prt^ 
vent farther mftakes^ or even delays j I fend Jofeph 
to enquire after your health, and when I may 
depend upon the pleafure of feeing you?-^ 
My Parterre and Shrubbery arc frozen, and 
yi\\\ yield you no pleafure : but my hearth and 
my heart are warm to receive my friends i 
which I hope you will believe^ though you are 
only told it by fingers fo 'num^d with cold, 
that they can fcarcely fay this truth, which is 
that I am . . 

Your obliged and fincere friend, &c* 

H. LuXfiOROUCH. 

When you write to Mr. Greaves, pray make 
my beft compliments to him and to Mrs. 
Greaves. I owe him more civilities than I 
can pay, for his obliging expreflipns of me in 
the letter you fhewed me, and for his remem- 
brance of the cornel-tree, which I hope he 
will be able to procure, and that Mr», Greaves 
has not forgot the polyanthMS-rOoc. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XCL 

^ Bah-ell5, January 11 th> 1755. 
bEAR SIR, From my Bed, 

THIS is J upon my honour, the firft 
moment I have been able to hold a 
pen fince I received your obliging letter -, 
and I i*as unwilling to fend without writing, 
or dilating at leaftj but I could do neither. 
Lane would have wrote of her own accord 1 
.and I would have permitted her> hffd I con- 
fulted merely good manners •, but frieridlhip 
Would have remained unfatkfied, and the de- 
Kcacy of yburs might have made you fuggcft 
that I was more dangeroufly ill than I reallf 
Was. 

My difordef proceeded I believe from a 
cold I got the day we went to fee the Monu- 
tneat: and-after you left Barrells, it turned 
to a fever of a flow kind, chiefly nervous, 
atuended with pains in^ my bowels, which, 
added to .want of reft, have weakened me 
fo much, that I have not yet crofied my 
room ^ nor h^ve I ibea a mortal except Doftor 
Y Wall 



\ 
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Wall and Mr. Francis Holyoak, and once 
Mrs. Bradley and good Mrs. Holyoak of 
OldbarroW) who was fo kind to fit up "with 
me. As to Mrs. Da vies, fhe has not enquired 
after me, nor have I heard from her, or of 
her, fince you was here ; nor indeed of a con- 
fiderable time before : Why, I cannot tell 
Whenever I do hear, I will make her your fup- 
pliant compliment, and make no doubt but 
you will foon be forgiven. 

I rcjoioe that you and Lord Dudley were 
not the worfe for your difagreeable journey. 
Lfhall, for the future, hold the «Baracen*s Head 
in great efteem for having fliewn you the holpi- 
tality it once denied me.*— I beg of you to 
make my beft compliments to his Lofdlhip^ 
with many thanks for his kind vifit, which 
gave me great pleafure.— Da this by letter, if 
he is out of the country. . ^ 

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley are pleafed and ho- 
noured with your kind remembrance; and it 
was as welcome in your Poftfcript as if it had 
been in a higher place. They, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Holyoak, defire their beft refpcfts and 
thanks for your kind invitation to the Lea- 
fowes. Mifs Molly went to WcM-cefter the 
day after I received your letter, and .had juft- 
(ime to receive your co^unands, which ihe 

foems 
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Rems prone to obey in every particular. Her 
Mamma defires you will keep your brains 
ileady, and not think it rieceflary they Ihould 
fee afFeftcd, bccaufe fhe in mirth called them 
lb : and as you prefcribe rules of behaviour to 
her daughter, fhe, in return^ prefcribes to you 
to (hake off the depreffion of fpirits you com- 
plain of-, and, if folitude and refledion caufe 
it, to quit your (hades for a time, and vifit 
your friends, without admitting one reflexion, 
till the days are long, and the fun has cheared 
the heart and eyes, and h^s brightened all 
glooipy ideas ; for you are her favourite pupil ; 
aftd ftie would not give a dading for a fplen- 
€tic one. I add to this my humble requeft 
that you will con over Mr. Green's Poem 
called Spleen, or clfe compofe one yourfelf, 
to keep you out of idlenefs.— -^^ propos^ finifh 
the Ode you muft, fince I have named it to 
the Duchefs of Somerfet, whofe ahfwer I in-, 
clofe in this letter. As to the Green-B6ok, 
how fhould I truft you with it a fecond time? 
biit it fhall be copied. 

No enemy to you fhall ever find fanftutrjP 
in my houfe •, therefore I fcnt the Abyffinian 
Hero whom you conquered^ to remain youj- 
captive, and affift at your triumph, or receive 
death from your hands, when they are not , 
Y 2 better 
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better etn|)loyed: and his faithful hanpkrli. 
companion accompanies him, hoping with his 
mufical inftrumen^ to lull your anger to ileep. 
-^I hope they marched to the Leafowes time 
enough to wifh you a happy new year y which 
1 do HEioft fincerely ; and ani, d^ar Sir, 

Your ever obliged 

and faithful fervant, 

H4 LuXBOROVOHt 

Lane ddires her bcft fefpcfts* ^ 

XMMt ■ •• ■'■■■ ■.i^^■■- t.- . .i > - ^. ■■ - . 

/ 

LETTER XCIL 

DEAR SIR, Barrdls. Febroaxy 2, 175). 

IT is true the time has appeared . long 
fince I heard from you; but nK)il of it 
has been a feries of fuch very, b^d weather* 
lhat*:I would not have Jbought .even the pl?a* 
fure a£sL letter from you at the eicpencf Qf the 
hazards my friend Thonias muft hare run in 
bringing it. Were I to tell hinpt fq, i^e vqu}d 
not conceive how great a compUmmt I pwd him } 
9 iK)r 
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nor can you. Sir, unlefs you guefs at the degree 
of joy you afford me each time you write. 
Yours, at hearing from me, would perhaps be 
reciprocal, if I could entertain you as well: 
but alas ! how far fliort am I of being able 
to entertain you at all ! particularly at this 
time, that my Ipirits are not only deprefled 
-with what affcfts yours, as folitudc, winter 
ftorms, and more heavy winter evenings, but 
alfo by the ftorm my Daughter's imprudence 
(to call it by no worfe a name) has raiied 
not only in her family, but in the world. This 
melancholy fcene to her friends is I ftippofe 
an amufement to the public, and will (hortly 
be a ftill greater one, who will divert them- 
felyes at her and her favourite'^s expence, whilfl: 
)ier Hu(band and Friends lament her folly.--*I 
had a letter of condolence to-day upon this fub- 
jcft, which is no fecret one, from the Duchcfs 
of Somerfet ; but, as it is a kind of fermon, I 
will fparc you fo ferious an epiftlc, which 
will be more ufeful when your fpirits are too 
Hiuch enlivened, (if they ever are fo) thq^o^aC 
fhis languid feafon.«?^I defire you will not faii 
\o write to Mr, Greaves for the Ode, that I 
piay keep niy word with Her Grace : and when 
you wtit^ aflure him of my efteem, and mako . 
igq com^Umqits to his agreciible Wife.-rl r^-* 
f 4 turn 
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turn the fcnameUed Label for a bottle, whicii 
I fuppofe is meant for him. The defign of it 
is exceedingly pretty ; and I fhould not fp 
lojig have deprived feim of the plpafure of fee- 
ing it, had J not waited for your f^ryant to 
carry it fafe, who, by the way, was fo kin4 
to. bring pie a pretty large book from Aris, 
who bound it for me : it is called " Memoirs of 
''. fevcral learned Ladies of Great Britain," I 
have not read it; and fliould not have fub- 
fcribed to it, but to oblige a Lady who dc- 
fircd me, having no idea of its merit ; therefore 
I do not fend it you: befidcs, how fhould 
trufty Tom be able to carry that, and with it 
thirteen more things I load him with, to leave 
at Birmingham ? viz. ift, a J4ck for boots ; 
2dly, a reading-delk ; gdly, a cribbagc-board ; 
4thy, a pair of fnuffers •, 5thly, a ruler -, 6thly, 
an eighteen-inch rule ; three pair of nutcrackers 
make nine things; a,lemon-fqueezer, ten; two 
candlefticks make twelvj? ; a piquet-board, 
thirteen :-T-but left you \lhpuld think the bur- 
then, too great for your man or your horfe, be 
it known that thefe thirteen ufcfuj things go 
all into one coat-pocket, and are made out of 
one piece of mahogany, eighteen inches long, 
when open, nine when ftiut, and barely five 
broad. Mr. John Reynalds brought this Pipr 
/ , ^ tcus 
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teus yefterday to. fhcw me, and I fend it to 
have one made by it, firft, for the curiofity of 
this maggotty invention -, fecondly, fpr the ufe 
of it, when it is in the fhape of a reading-delk* 
I faw him take his boots off with it with eafe ; 
and I believe it is equally good as a lemon- 
lijueezer. I think a place might be contrived 
to let in a fmall ink-bottle and a pen : but 
as it was invented by a General^ that utenfil 
gave place to others more immediately neceflary 
to his profeflion. 

• But now for Egotifm (for you alk after me, 
and muft be obeyed) : I have never been below 
ftairs fince I wrote to you laft, and never but 
once fince I faw you, and that was fo long ago 
as New-year's -day; when I went down, for a 
f cry few dull hours, and have been ill fince ; 
but am now pretty well ; and my lower rooms 
have had fires made in them fome days, by way 
df preparing them for the" receptic^n of my per- 
fon, which moves but flowly towards them; 
though I believe I (hall go down the ladder, if 
any charitable perfon comes to receive me at 
the bottom. I expefted it would have been 
Mrs. Davies. with her Mother-in-law, Mrs. 
Bartlet, for whom I offered to fend my 
chaifc to-morrow ; but they choofe to defer 
their vifit one or two days. As to Mrs. Holy- 
Y4 oak. 
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oak^ who teas a very chcarful neighbour^ &c= 
has never been here fince the death of h&r fc- 
cond fon (whofc death, by 'the way, i^ ratheip 
good than ill fortune to his family) 5 'and Mr* 
Holy oak has^been hercbyt once, though it i|. . 
above fi^ weeks ago ; and Mifs MoUy lives at 
Worcefter.-r-Mr. Allon is dead.-^Mr.. Bradley 
has been at London, but called on ipe yefter- 
day, as did pr. Wall 00 Sunday, who tell% 
me a turnpike-road is to be made' (by^^i Ad^ 
of Parliament; promoted by Sir Geoige Lyttel- 
ton) from Stourbridge to ^romfgrow ; and^ 
by Lor4 Plymouth -s defire, on to fim^ll^ wi^ 
to Crabbs Crofs ; which laft place is but fi?| 
miles o|F; and from it one. enters ^po^ ^ 
Ridgeway. You fee hoMf I ftudy the topo- 
graphy of th^ country, and aU in order to 
facilitate the agreeable vifits I propofe annually 
to make to the Leafowes, You, who do not travel 
with four- wheeled vehicles, want not fuch hdps; 
Why then come you not ? Pray anfwer, / camtj^ 
and be as good as yovir word. It is true the in- 
vitation is mercenary, and nothing as yet inake% . 
Barrells a defirable" refidence : .the Aviary i% 
iinpeop][ed, th? Garden, produces only . fnow^ 
drops, crocufes, &c. apd ali themejody of th» 
Grove is. the voice of rooks ; but (seing thcni^ 
tfuild (which they have begun. to d(x) infraduce% 

Springs 



C^nng, or at leaft the hopes of its qmdc ap- 
pearance, as it is aj^roachiiig {o S]iear-4ireze 
week Mrs. Davies wiU be here, who, when 
|he is in ff^riis heyfelf, enlivens others : come? 
then and partake of her gaiety, ^s I Ihall hays 
nothing elfe fo good to offer you ; for at prefent 
I am acquainted only with frppaky chimnies^ 
^nd jrarious kinds of b^ weather, which, for 
want of company, makcsf me lead dircftly the 
Jife oi a ^rmopfe.rrl fhall certainly grow tq 
fny chair, or become lethargic, if my friend^ 
do nof t^ake compaflion on me. As to my only 
pdar neighbours, I give up the thoughts of exr 
pefting it ) for I neither fee nor hear any thing 
from- th^m, but by their ffrvant-boy, who 
comes regularly three times a week tp definp 
the News*papcr. 

Ju refie^ (according to the French phrafe) I 
fend you to read Mademoifelle de Maintenon'a 
^Letters in the origti^al : you iliall fee the,£ng<r 
liih tranflation, if you pleafe ; byt the ftil^ ii^ 
French is as gqo^ as the fenfe, which is a 
fioubie profit to the reader. I alfo fend (buf 
with fome reluftance, becaufe I have fcrawled 
family thing? in the n^argin; which I do not 
intend any fliould fee, but fuch a friend as 
you) the Life of Lprd BoKngbroke, which 

interpftf 
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intcrefts me, a$ he was my Brother : . perhaps 
it may not intereft you ; in which cafe you 
Bced not read it.— Neither Poetry nor Plays have 
approached me of a long feafon^ and news I 
learn only from the worfl: hands, viz. the 
news-paper writers. My correfpondents are few: 
the Duchefs of Somerfet i3 too much retired 
to hear of what paffes, and is too niuch wrapt 
vp in religious and moral refledlions to admit 
pf other fubjefts in her letters.-'^Sir William 
Meredith and his Sifters are not yet arrived at; 
London. Sir Peter Soamc lives almoft always 
in the country ; and Outing is too lazy to 
write a line more than he is obliged to. Happy 
would you be if I were fo too, who have wrote 
fp much,^ that there is room for no more, but 
that 1 am, with unfafhionable finccrity, 

' Your obliged humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH, 



LETTER 
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P^om my Smoakj Rooia» on thb 
FirfiDayof ApriU I7SJ* 

BE it known that I am ^ngry : I wpyld even 
fay very angry, but that you woyld not 
believe, fincc I wriie and fend to theperfoQ whp 
^as offended me; meaning, dear Sir, your 
identical felf, who have neither anfwered my 
laft letter, nor pome jto vifit my Hermitage, 
though preflingly invited. I ofFpred you Mrs. 
Davies's company, as being mpre chearful than 
my own; but flie is gone (after a month's 
fiay) : fo now it is incumbent upon ypu to do 
penance here on this fpot to atone for your , 
pail fault ; and penance it vfUl be, as I gm quite 
alone in this dull hapitapon. But remember 
it is Lent, and the vifit will be a meritorious 
aft ion. As to my own merit, (if any there 
be in retirement) it wilt^l be loft; for fuch 
^reeable company and conyerfation will turn 
J^ent into a feftival ; but let it do fo, I will 
run the rifk of the punifhment, if you. Sir, will 
make the pilgrimage. At this feafdn me, 
(hinks my Shrubbery ought to invite you ; but 
}9 ' S9 
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to ntffilf it is unknown ; and all the intefiU 
gence I have from it is by a few iaMrdrops 
and poljanth&les, ivliich are d»^ fent as ambaA 
fadors into my chamber, tied up in a noi^y, 
but in no ways inviting, though jodned with 
the hxd laureftinus, who is indeed a fripni in 
Hftrefsy (as you called him) and is moft wel- 
come in winter : but I cou{d almo£k wifh <a 
have him cut of fight, and ?vcii the Rolnffs fweet 
iiote out of hearing, as th^r ttmind me of the 
melancholy winter that is Scarcely paft^ ^nd 
|K>thing agreeable as yet denotes approaching 
Spring. I fee Mrs, Davies to tr^qfc^be the 
Creen Book, and began it myfelf : it vras no^ 
quite finifhed, fo Ihe carried it to Stratford; 
but it is fafe, and almoft done, and you ihal} 
^ye the copy. But where are the pretty 
paintings | waa to have I You iee how 
<:ovetousi \ 9m, and how a little received 
makes me gr^fp %t more : byt as covetoyfiielsi 
is infatiable^ fo b yoyr fund of fupplying ii; 
^nexhauftible. . ^ ^, 

I expeft Sir William Meredith foon, whq^ 
will \ hope ipU me news, or bring me Tic^ 
thipgs to read ; all which is uncertain : in tlu; 
mean time^ I have read the Camfier and the 
J^rctbers^ and a book called Manners.* As tq 
riic ^meftcf^f. yo\i h%yq undoubtedly read it; 
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it is true k dmws Wm^ and kcmB ada^^ted to 

do goodie which I heartily wifh it may } but- 

it is mtuih tspcoi a footij^ with Gmfi-tf fiarHm. 

txwfiT; and ia my milid> the heroine's genqo^ 

fity and good aa^cure i$ rather overftrained : but 

thof^ who paint lor the ftage muft draw larger 

thaA lifter ThcMrotbifs I have alfo read, and 

btUevd^ic to be a weU-wrote pieces but as it is 

poetry^ you are tht^bdit judge. I find itisliked^' 

and, I think, with reafon. The Bricklayer's 

performant^e is a iiirprising one in him, and 

h» «Q be fure infinitely mope fpirit than the 

other tragedy called a^ 7*^^ j&sr/ijfj^x; but 

I; never was fond of the fubjc&. As theie plays 

wiU m but a corner of my fervani;^ pockets,^ 

\ ftnd thcm^ though iwell pcrfoaded you muft 

have mead them ; but he can cafily bring tbenv 

back. With them gOtt? Vojitaire's Defi^ce of^ 

my Brother BoUngbr^ke's Letters, &c* 

, Did your man ihew you the little jack ic^ 

iKliots^ and aU the apparatua? I^ it is atr 

Birmingham to be copied for me, Jofcph may 

afk after it; for I order him to return that 

way with a compUmeac to my relaidon Captain 

Soa^rvlle, w1k> ia quartered there, and wha 

lay here, wkh Mr. John Reynalds a week ago %. 

i( is Lord Somervile's ild0 Son I mean; he 

. whon!)i 
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n^hom you may perchance have feen at Edftone ; 
he longs to fee the Leafowe^, and has^ almoft 
as many good qualities as that place has^ beau- 
ties. I find yoUr Beauty Lady Diana Egertbn 
is married, but not to the^ lover 1 law her with 
the laft feafon that I was at Bath.-— Mr. Outing 
is, I believe, at London, in Charles Court ; but 
not an echo fpeaks his name to me, nor does 
a poftboy bring a line from him. I would 
leave him to his contemplations or his non- 
occupations, had not fome particular bufinefs, 
urged by Lord Luxborough, obliged me to 
write, to convey a letter from the latter to him^ 
fo there are hopes that we (hall hear once more 
of him, and even from' him ; but I will nol 
anfwer for it. Jack Reynalds fays, " to be 
** fuf e he IS going to be married to his friend 
f ' Captain Swete's rich widow." 

How does Mr. 'Greaves and his agreeable 
Wife ? My query is not interefted 5 though 
I confefs I wilh for the pretty polyanthus root 
I faw there, which Mrs. Greaves politely of- 
fered me. 

Alas ! will no Chriftian be (o charitable as 
to beftow one lingile pen capable of writing, 
upon a deftitute fcribe ? No I then farewell 

io 
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in the moft laconic ftitc, for I can write no 
cnore than 

Yours, &C.&C/ 

H^ LUXBOROVOR. 



LETTER XCIV. 

DEAR S I R» Barrel^ Mqr: isth, t7Sj. t 

YOU may be certain that I have been ill» 
fince you have not had a* letter from me 
of fo loBg a- time 5 for, next to converfittg 
with you, nothing pleafes me fo much as coN 
rcfponding with you by letter. When* Mr." 
Pixell was laft here, I was fb little able to anfwel*; 
the oUiging letter you wrote by him, thait I 
could not fp niuch as fee him ; for I was in 
bed air day. I fhould have rejoiced- to have 
contributed towards his Son's fuccels, in 
what he defired to obtain at Stratford 1 but 
unfortunately I have no intereffi there: Mrs. 
Kendall gone to Lord Exeter' , and Mrs. Davies 
gone to London,— to whom could I apply ? 
(for Mr. Pay ton he was fure of before, as well 
as of Mr. Kcndrick) yet I diil venture to write 

to 
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to Mr. Brighim and Mrs. Bartlet : the €oirmtf 
was from home^ but has fince fent me the in^ 
dofed anfwcr ; and Mrs. Davies has alio wrot^ 
me a line about it, which I inclofe. I advi&d 
wkh Mr. John Reynalds about the affair, who 
laid there was lio wajr he knew of, Jbut fot 
Mr. Pixell^ the Father^ to go and canvafk, and 
,g^ nine or ten Aldermen together and make 
them drunk, and confec|uently they would be 
friends to his Son/^It is too true that this 
kind of proceeding prevails in England much 
IboMT thaxk merit. 

I find your neighbours and mine echo eeich 
other, j&r and exercifi ! air and enerdfe / and we 
HO Cboner obey but we get cold, and became 
incapable of even taking the air and execdfe 
whicli the houfe and gardens afford. I am 
Cure I find it fo; for though I mi better in 
Health^ I have fuch a violent pain in my face 
md teeth, that I can get no deep, nor a{iply 
inyfelf to any thing* This, added to my Jbw- 
nefs of fpirits, will certainly infpirft me with 
very hright thoughts to adorn my letter !. but if 
dulnefs is my lot, I cannot help it, atld you 
are top candid no|; to pardon me^ though I 
•flumb you with it. 

I fent my horfes to London laft Wednefdajf 
to fetch MrSt Davies and my new poft-chatipt 

lexpca 
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1 ekpeft to fee 'them on Monday at fartheftj 
and then will take from her the copies fhe has 
wrote out of your Green Bookj which Ihe 
locked up at Stratford before flic went her 
journey; Your other Green Book is a curiofity 
more worthy Dean Lyttelton ; but is far from 
diminifliing my real value for the unadorned, 
unembelliflied, un-illuminated Green Book, 
which you allow me to call my own.— But to 
return to the laft Green Book : I muft fay it is 
beautifully illuminated, and the gilding is, in 
my mind, furprizingly well laid on ; and as to 
the price, you muft have paid the man with 
indulgences •, for the money you gave is in 
no ways adequate to the value. I never faw 
but otie like it, and it is the property of Sir 
William Meredith, whofe merit you extol in 
fix as elegant lines as I ever* read. I want to 
fee the whole copy of verfes complete ; and I 
•much want to fee you two here together. If I 
havie not that fatisfadtion, the fault will be 
yours.— I expert him foon« He is at Wi- 
gan in Lancaftiire, making intereft to be cho- 
fcn Member of Parliament : his Sifters are at 
London in a new houfehe has taken^ except 
the Countefs Ferrers, who is already gone out 
of town, and I believe was there but a few 
weeks. 

Z I con- 
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I congratulate you upon Mr. Hylton's be- 
coming your neighbour : he fecmed to me of a 
gentle difpofition, and capable of being a good 
friend, as well as defirous of becoming one by 
his obliging behaviour.— Your correfpondertidc 
with Lprd Dudley cannot be othcn^ife than 
amufing and inftruftive ; for you fay you feldffm 
nvrite to him^ and never hear from bitn. I ima- 
gine the cafe is much the fame between you and 
'Outing •, from whom I hear occafionally, but 
feldom ; and fcarcely ever but upon bufinefs. 
Mr. Reynalds tells me he ftill' complains of his 
pupil, who is not yet gone to fea.— The two 
Captains Somervile are at Litchfield on ac- 
count of the Review. 

P. S. The Moralities and Crito I fend back : 
the former is certainly /r/V^-iflimo ; the latter 
is the reverfe. I have read with pleafure the 
new Tranflation from Solez of the Conqueft ot 
Mexico, correfiked by Mr. Hook, Author of 
the Roman Hiftory ; and find it fets that event 
in a new light by the old author, and in much 
newer and better language than we have ever 
feen it before, by means of the new tranflation. 
— What you fay of Mademoifelle Maintenon's 
Letters is perfeftly true -, but I could not have 
known how to fay it, though I felt it \ fo little 

of 



e£ cl critic ^pi'-I J. an4 t^t I think I ctuld cri* 
ticize upon her ientimcnts,' which, when com. 
pared with her aftions, feem not a little hypo* 
critical* We fball ..fee her Life in print 
fhortly, and then we may ju^ better, if it k 
wrote fairly. 

I J lirft now have feilt f6f tiit" learned Mr. Hume^ • 
rny Gardener, to confult about your hot- bed. 
for melons. He afflires me it is too late ta 
aim at haVing any /i^/i'year; but will dire6b 
your man how to proceed againft the nexl* Had 
you wrote about if in your laft letter, I cpuld not 
only have affifted .you with advice, but a^lfo 
with feeds and plants. — I have ^exceeding fine 
anemonies, but the Gardener fays they will 
die long before they get to you ; other- 
wife you fliould have had a pqfie to wear on 
your breaji.'^l am pfomifed a cornel tree ; .but 
muft wait till September. 

I could laugh (if you would forgive it) at 
you and your apothecary. \ the one fears the 
fteeple will fall on his head, and therefore 
dreads the found of the bells : the other lives 
a mile or two off, and gives money to have 
thofe bells made harmonious, though he cannot 
hear them : the latter has to be fure a more 
ptiblic fpirit, and the other a inQre prudential 
one, according to the felf-interefted fcheme of 
Z 2 • things. 
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things. Upon the whole, I vote for no bells 
ringing when Lord Dudley comes into the 
country, but thofe pretty ones I was fo fond 
of hearing in your hall j and methinks I would 
go and join chorus, 

*' Dawn with your Caps to the Ground, Boyi ;'* 

but firft. Sir, be plcafcd to come*here, and fee 
the fpontaneous beauties of my Coppice •, for 
you never come till they have run their race, 
and are no more. In fliort, if you will not come 
foon, I will not go to the Leafowes at alL By 
the way in which you take this threat, 1 fhall 
know if you choofe my company.— Be fo good 
as to let my Gardener fee Lord Dudley's Green- 
Houfe and Hot-Houfcs: he begged leave to 
fee the Leafowes ; and as you had afked him, 
I could not well refufe. 

Your idea of the ink-ftand*s preventing the 
new machine from being ufeful as a pair of 
breeches, made me laugh (though alone) fo 
loud, that Lane heard me. She prefents her 
refpefts, and I my affeftionate compliments, 

H# LuXBOROITOH. 
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PEAR S I Ra Barrells, Jane 25-4, 1753. 

YOUR two letters arriving almoft in the 
fame minute, roufed me in fome mea- 
fure out of the lethargic difpofition, or : rather 
the lieavy ftupefaftion I have been opprefled 
with, fome time, notwithftanding what I have 
fuffered, and do fuffer, by a violent pain in my 
face and teeth, enough to have given fpirits, 
though not by an agreeable method j whereas 
minc> are as dejcfted as you can poffibly ima- 
gine ; and I fee no immediate reafon to hope 
their fpeedy amendment. 

I very feldom have vifited my Shrubbery j 
and have then be^n obliged to be often fup- 
ported, or to fit down : and as to my new 
^haife, (which is a chariot, or rather a landau- 
let, only drawn as a poft-chaife) I have been 
in it but twice, and then forced in. The laft 
time was only to * Oldbarrow, about four days 
3go, and have not recovered the fatigue yet> 
nor been down ftairs but once. This grim 
dcfcription of myfelf will not recommend mc 
Z 3 as 
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as a companion or a correlpondent ; but I am 
equally a friend-, for my fentiments, thank 
God, ai« not infofted, though my ipirits and 
body fuffer. I am forry you are inclinable 
to fuch dejeftion,, which I kno\y {p ^ell I^ow 
to pity : but iiope you will fliakeit oflT with 
iriorc' eafc, and that I fhall fee you br'itk 
and bonny at this place ere lof!g, with your 
good and ^eeabie Friend. 

I will not fail to fend your packet to the 
Duchefs of Sonierfet, and to obey all your 
commands; but it is too big for the pcrft. — »! 
have read the Ode, and think it can receive no 
amendment. 

I undcrftand that Mr. Hylton and Miis 
Rock both come down with Loid Dudley, and 

that Mifs L — is jealous of Mifs R^ , who 

it fecms is very pretty ; and that they are to 
Hop 13 BtKkinghamfliire, in their way. 

The plural, number concerning letters, in tfec 
firft line of mine, may puzzle you -, but means 
the letter you fent me torday bytrufty Thomas, 
^s aMb that, you wrote (ih part to me) to Mrs. 
Davies, dated the 9th, which flie fent for my 
perufal juft before your fervant came in ; and 
it rejoiced me to find you had remembered, 
when I feared the contrary, J have never ftcn 
7 her 
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her fince her 'return from London, but for 
about li^ days. She pleads much company 
and occupation at Stratford, In Ihort, I am 
as ddfolatc gs Robinfon Crufoe, even when he 
had not his man Friday. 

Being realjy too weak to finifh copying the 
Qreen Book, I fend as far as Mrs. ' Davies 
^rote, and the titles of the remainder. 

Th^ notion of a turnpike pleafes me much, 
hoping it facilitates the way to the Leafowes: 
i)ut you fhould have gone to Hagley. I preach, 
you find ; but how do I praftifc ? Helas !— 
Lady Plymouth, Lady Archer, &c. are in the 
neighbourhood, and I in my chimney-corner. 

I wifli J cQpld fee Mrs. Donolly*s Accufation,' 
and Mr. Outing's Vindication, in a Maga- 
zine. 

Adieu. So bad. a pen, fo bad a head,.fo 
bad fpirits, ought not to trouble you longer : 
yet, under all thefe diftreffcs, you will ever 
fiAd mc 

Your moft faithful 

and obliged friend 
and humble fervant,' 
Z 4 H, Lvxborough;: 
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Upon fecond thoughts,'! have dcfired youf 
man to darrjr the little machine to the Lea-r 
fowes, as you may be curious to fee it ; from 
whence he can convey it to Mr. Cotterdl at 
Birmingham, dcfiring him to make me one as 
foon as poffible, and to make the joint go 
quite eafy, which^ by folfe workmanfhipj this 
model does not. If an ink-hofn and pen 
could be introduced, it would do well, and tfes 
whole fhould be lighter/ 
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. I^£ AR SIR, . Barrells, September lath, 1753^ 

AS you kindly exprefs a defire to hear 
from me,^ I imagine one or two lines 
from my own hand will be morefatisfaftory 
than more lines by t^e hand of any other perfon* 
I therefore tell you myfclf, that I am tolerably 
well; I might fay very well, if I had more 
ftrength •, but that nervous diforder, which has; 
long affefted my fpirits, and which afFe&ed my 
Jimbs (particularly my hands) when at Bath^ 
is defcended to my legs, which have been 

much 
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hmch fuelled about the ancles, and mad? ta^ 
and my friends apprehend the confequencc,' 
as they pitted a good deal 5 but they arc 
now fallen, and I can walk pretty well alone 
in a room; but muft ftill be lifted off my 
chair, and into my landaulet, in which I go 
three pr £Dur miles in a day for the air, and 
back again, without goin^ into any houie ; and 
I lay ftill below ftairs. The worft cffeft of 
all thefe complaints is my being deprived of 
the pleaftire of ranging over the charming Lea-r 
fowes aU day, and of enjoying your convcrfa- 
tion there ; but, left you fhould think me worfc 
than I am, I muft tell you that I am juft como 
into the houfe from the SMmmer-hpuf^, where 
I drank tea with Mrs, Bartlet, Mrs, Pavies, 
Mr. Holyoak, and Mr. John Reynalds: the 
two latter we have left at bowls by moon-light. 
I was led up the flopes, but walk on plain 
ground ; fo that it is plain I mend ; and next 
time I write to yoy^ I think to do it with iny 
foot ; for that cannot perforni worfe than my 
Jiand and pen do at prefent, 

I think the inundation of fine company you 
have had at the Leafowes muft have been an 
additional ornament to that charming place; 
and the place muft have given them real plea- 
fure, as they ate people pf tafte.— All the' 

beauty 
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beauty Mii^ Banks mzy boajl of, caooot ^9^ 
effaced the pthe^r beaudes which your Grove 
prefcatecj w your company, 9fii whkH winter 
lias ipaii^ as yet;, but be^re pf w^at iisr 
preffion her ch^ois m?y ^.ave roade upop your 
beart, if they g^aed admktancc there, ^ 1$ 
feared : but pray who is the &id Lady, lad 
where does the eachaatrefe dwell i 

Adieu. The fu{^er-bell calls ^ the company 
waits. I refolye to endeavour to follow your 
good advice whilft the weather is tolerable ^ 
And am ifi aU ^afons 

Your moft obliged 

and faithful fcrvant, 

H. LuX£OROVQR4 

. I wait impatiently for the letter you pro- 
mifq me frwn Mr. Hylton.-^My compliments, 
pray, to Lofd Dudley, &c. &c« 
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EVERY inftance of your partial friendfliip 
gives me a pleafure, which would be pcr- 
fea, was it not attended by the confcioufnefi 
of not meriting that partiality which I am 
proud of. This refleftion humbles mc; and 
I muft own that what you call brigbtmfs in 
me, is only borrowed, as that of the moon; 
and is owing to your neighbourhood, and even 
to your correfpondence ; which when I am 
deprived of, I remain a dull inanimate lump.-^ 
Your concern for my health fhews your good 
tiature ; which I ought to repay by following 
your advice : but the weather often obftrufts 
my performances in my poft-chaife, which I 
think were to be very frequent, according to 
your prefcription and Sir Peter So^me's j but I 
- go frequently as far as my neighbour Mrg. 
Bradley's, who is not able to come to me at 
prefent, being near lying-in. As to my vifit 
to the Leafowes, I want neither your perfua* 
fions, nor Dr. Wall's advice, to induce me to 
it J my own inclination biafling mc that way 

more 



|4» LADT LUXBQHOUGH^s 

niorc than any bribe could biafs a merccnaiy- 
voter at an eledtipn ; fo that a fun-fhiny week, 
a continuance of my prcfcnt degree of health, 
and a little better ufe (crf my legs, would cer- 
tainly fuiFer me to be attrafted by the charms 
of the nnowned Led/owes^ whofe power di-aws 
Peaux, Belles, Poets, Senators, &c. to pay ho- 
tnage to them. Glad I am that fo much good 
talte is left in our nation; and proud I am 
^hat I had juft enough to difcover its beautiea 
before it had received the benefit of the polifh- 
ing you h^ve fmce beftowed upon it. Na- 
ture and you went hand ip hand to perfcdl it. 
Nature will perfift in her work,-— Pr^y do not 
you be idle, but let the applaufe of the polite 
encourage you. Nay* let Mifs Peggy B— ks'^ 
1 00,000/. caft in a mite to embelliftx what you 
have fo well begun, and fq near accQmpliflicd, 
Where; do yqu fifh for thefe Golden Ladies^ 
whofe ^lerit outweighs their purfe? I wifh 
you fuch a partner for life, unlefs celibacy be 
your choice. The Lady (who is a ftrangcr to 
me) little thinks how much Ihe is obliged to 
me. 

Though yqu have not anfwered Mrs. Davies^s 
letter, flic, to (hew that fhe bears no gaU, 
fcnds you her belt compliments ; and is 'numb- 
ing her fingers to tranfcrjbe a few lines tfiQT^ 

of 
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of yd^r Grein Book, to fend you by trijfty- 
Xom, with a melon, which my Gardener doe^ 
not boaft of, but wc hope it may prove eat- 
abk. Had he any better, they Biould be laid 
at ydur feet by^his good will, as well aS mine. 

I wilh my pen could keep pace with my 
thoughts ; your letter would be anfwered more 
fully ; but you know my hands and legs have 
not been of late famous for agility : yet you 
ijncourage me greatly as to one of my inabi- 
lities, by telling me that moft of your vificants 
are miferabk walkers y and I fhall plume myfelf 
with the remembrance of having been a better 
one not long fince, which enabled me to par- 
take of the diftant as well as of the near prd- 
fpefts of your farm, and will again reftore me, 
as I hope, to that of vifiting every corner of 
your Grove at leaft : the other wood might be 
too afpiring; fo I dare not mention it, but 
Ihall admire it with uplifted eyes. 

Now for the Eleftion. As to the particular 
anfwer to every point which I could have 
lyiflied %o fend you, I muft be deficient to- 
night. You fent late. I am ignorant fo much 
as of Mr. Coventry's friends or his enemies. I 
will fpeak to the Oldbarrow people to found 
' them to-morrow, and will write and fend to you 
about Thurfday, with Ml the intelligence I can 

get : 
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get: but akal the intelligeiKe you mxf es^ 
pe6t from an Hermitefs, you could not fell for 
half a nut-lhcll. 

I am greatly obliged to Sir Georgjc Lyttebxm 
for his enquiry after my health ; and th^ moic 
ib, as I always had the greateft re^ed: for 
him. 

As for yx>U5 Sir, you want not, I hope, 
frelh affurances of my friendlhip^ and for 
proofs of it) let but fortune put it in my 
power, and do you command as haftily as you 
pleafe, you fliall be obeyed by 

Your faithful humble fervant, 

H. LUXBOROVGH. 
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DEAR 8IR» Barrells, September 27tb, 175 }« 

WHEN your fei:yant was laft here, I 
couW not fend you a pofitivc anfwcr, 
nor indeed any anfwer about the Oldbarrow 
Voters for the county of Worceftcr 5 for indeed 
I lire fo much retired, ihat I am ieldom in- 

foripcd 
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formed of what paffiis Imt by the news-papers^ 
which I think have not mcftfioned that dee- 
tion. Ever fince I received yours^ I have been 
anxious to enquire who were the voters in my 
neighbourhood, that 1 might have an oppor- 
tunity of obliging you ; as alfo Lord Dudley 
find Sir George Lyttelton; for both which I 
have the greateft regard and efteem. By means 
' of Mr. Holyoak I got fome names of freehoki* 
ers, with whom both he and I will ufe our 
intereft in favour of Mr. Coventry. If you 
know of any befides thofe named in this lift, 
be pleafed to fend me their names. Lord 
Archer ituKk me. a vifit tso-day : 'I fpoke to 
him upon this affair, and found that he -and 
Lord Plynnoteth' were in the incereft of Mr. 
Coventry as ftrongly as we could wifh $ how- 
•cvdr, I ^ve him, by his own defu-e, the inclofed 
little lift which I got from Mr. Holyoak. As 
to Mr. Packwood, Lord Archer and we fup- 
pofc him to be engaged on tlie other fide. 
.There are voters who live at Tanworth : I 
ihake no doubt but Lord Archer fecures them, 
-as he appears to be zealous in the caufe. 

Mr. Holyoak defires his compliments to 
you, and fays he is wholly at your fervice for 
whatever intereft he can make : and you ^ive 
me pleafurc by afibrding mo an occafion. of 

proving 
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provihg to you the finCerity with which I 9U 
ways profefs xnyfelf. Dear Sir^ ' 
Vour obliged and moft 

humble fervant and frietld, 

H* LuXBOROUGtf; 

K. fi. Lord Lu:)cbordugh has aft eftate at 
Oldbarrow, which he bought of Mr. Thoma* 
Holyoak, dcceafed. 
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BEAR SIR, Barrells, November i2th» tjsp 

1C A N N O T forbear reflcfting upon youf 
kindnefs to your friends in general, and to 
me in particular. Your obliging letter came 
juft i propos to rouze me from an unpleafing, in^ 
aftive, and worfe than lethargic ftate of body ; 
for as to my mind,* it is ever waking and intent 
upon my friends 5 nor do they lofe one fcruple 
of the regard I owe them, by my not exprefling 
it with my pen 5 nor do they lofe an inftatit of 
pleafure by my filence 5 for what can / fay to 
pleafe, who hear nothing to pleafe myfelf ? But 
no more of this,— Be affured niy friendlhip 

retains 
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i^tairis its full weight, and is neither ejlranged 
from you, iior in the leaft diminiflied. Youi^ 
xnerit and my eftcem fecure it yours. , 

I am aftiamed of myfdf when I name your 
*Ode. 1 am guilty, I confe6, of having de- 
prived Her Grace of it long ; but I am alfo 
innocent of any artifice in my feemirignegled: ; 
only I did not rheet with any body I could 
truft with it that was going towards Her 
Grace*s habitation; and the littlp book was too 
big and heavy for a frank ; but at laft I have 
fcnt it, and hope to give you her anfwer about 
Dodfley*s printing it ere long -, and in thtf 
mean .time flatter myfelf ho falfe edition by 
piracy, &e. can happen to be publiflied: be 
that as it will, I Ihall take the blame upon 
tnyfelf for my delay, and fhall excufe you to 
my Friend the Duchefs of Somerfet ; who is 
tod benign to accufe usy as ihe muft know 
wc mean hef well ; and I do not doubt but 
ihe.will permit Dodfley to print it^ and that 
with pleafure^ You was kind in contributing 
fomething of Mr. Whiftler*s and Mr. Graves's 
to his Mifcellanies : Would I were capable of 
adding a line \o them worth reading! but I 
am no Poctefs : if I was, the Leafowes and its 
Owner fhould ftill be my theme. 

Mrs. Davies ha* left me to horrid folitude ; 
A a but 
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but has left the reft of your Poems, which 
I inclofe. You will, mcthinks j ftare at the 
epithet horrid which 1 have annexed to foUiude\ 
as that ufed to pleale me, and be called fweet 
at leaft: but changes of one kind bring 
on chwiges of another, even without being 
owing to fickleneis, as my life has proved to 
tnej yet my taftes are the fame ; and I had 
rather now deck jsl rural bower than glitter on 
a birthnight at court : but as we are all made 
for fociety, the lofs of neighbours and of 
limbs, make thefe bowers more irkfome than 
inviting, I am, however, much better in 
health and limbs than when you faw me, and 
do not defpair of meafuring your walks once 
more at leaft with my fteps : provided you 
come in the mean time to do thefame to mine ; 
^hj not ? Winter is your feafon of appearing : 
the Leafowes has too many charms, and attradb 
too good company to be left in Summer :■ but 
our country* hearts and hearths may be as 
honeft, pert, and jovial, as any your parifhion- 
crs can afford you ; and at tnore we (hall not 
afpifc— Come elfe and fee. Outing will be 
here foon, I fuppofe 5 for the roads of the Vale 
of Evefliaip frighten him from the thoughts 
of coming from Sbmervile*s Afton hither, when 
they are at the worft. Parfon Holyoak ..went 
' ' with 
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^itk him thitherj and ftaid a few days ; and 
klfo went to Hewell with him, where (according 
to the news-p^per*s phrafe) they were hko^ grd^ 
tioujly received.^^The great Mr. Weft of the 
Treafury fent his gardeiier .to-day to view my 
fmall Garden arid ihy Walks j which 1 won- 
der atj as himfelf had feeri them before^ and 
muft know they would not teach or ferve a^ 
lexamplefi to his fervartt. 

^I did not think of making mere laft words i 
but I cannot go to bed without congratulating 
you upon the polite company you have re- 
ceived ^t the Leafowes, I am vain rriethink^ 
that what I fo much approved whfea in iti 
tradlc, fliould become the reifort and envy 
t)f the beau monde^ . in fpitc of the roads and 
i^reathcr. 

I am glad you do Lord P I ^ s good ha-^ 
ttire and politenefs the juftlce it dcifcrvcs. I 
had a few lines from him and. his Lady ^o-day ; 
ihe is a deferring and amiable yroma^n. I am 
glad you will advife as to their improvements 
'Without doors -, for they intend right as to 
the irtfide. Mais lespauvres envirtms' rejieront en 
idefaut. The approach of the waters to the houfc 
l^iilj I fearj produce more agues than good 
fifli, or pleafant views to the place. I am 
inuch obliged to Sir, George Lyttelton 5 had J 
A a a power. 



/ 
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power, he triight commalid kj Or you for 
him. 

I hear the bppofition as to the Ele6tion is^ 
ftdpped, and hear it with pleafure. I envy you 
fomc of your cdmpany more than that of your 
antediluvian, though Reverend^ Beed^ and that 
of your Gothic, though modern. Miller.— I am 
glad Hagley is to ftand in a rational place, as 
it has a rational mafter^ and has loft its unra- 
tional controller, the late gardener of it. 

I cannot be forry Mr. Hylton has hauJei 
his thoufand pounds back, or is fo to do. It 
is far better to haul his money, than zpertuifane^ 
or whatever elfe is the name of the tall thing 
they haul. As to the bottle^ and what was 
over the bottle^ you riiay affure him I never 
ventured to let Mr. Ou— g fee it 5 for what 
might have enfued? No, Sir, I would not 
offend any officer in the King*s troops. 

I am forry Lwd Dudley's toe has been 
■fo offended by his bed^s foot^ of which he 
fliould be cautious for the future, as I fear 
the damages would rather upon trial fall on 
his Lordlhip than on that offender. J beg my 
belt refpedts to his Lordfhip. 

Parfon Holyoak, &c. are your obedient fcr- 
vants. Mrs Bradley is recovering from a 
dangerous lying-in j and Mrs. Davies is at 

prefent 
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prefent with. her. Farther than this my intel- 
ligence goeth not, I wonder you choofe a 
correfpondent of (o fmall a ftiarc of intelligence, 
fo barren a genius, and fuch confined ideas, as 
belong to her, who is with a more expanded 
Jicart, Dear Sir, 

Your moft faithful 
gnd moft grateful humble fervant^ 

H. Lv^CBOROUOH. 

. Compliments, pray, to all your neighbours 
who remember me. You would have the likq 
from hence, if neighbours I ha4. \ 
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Barrelh^. Monday Night, NQ^ember z6iti, ly^^ , 
DEAR SIR» 

AN hour ago I received the inclofed from 
our Duchefs, and thought it incumbent 
upon me to let you fee it as foon as poflible \ 
and haftcned to fend it the rather left the 
diredtion Her Grace had filhed for twelve 
spiles off, might not be the true one, and fo w« 
Aaa ^11 
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all might become the paftime of poftmen «\4 
poftwomen : for what has bceq may be ; whicl^ 
' the Lord avert ! 

You obierve the Duchcft forbids her name, 
0r that of Percy-Lodge, to bp made public : I 
dare fay you will obey her orders. I am glad^ 
for Dodfley^s fa|c?, and for many more reafons^ 
that fhe has not forbid printing the Poem. 

Your Governefs Mrs. Holyoak k here, and 
defires, fir ft, her humbleft compliments, and^ 
fecondly,^ enjoins her ftrifteft command5 that 
you leave your chimney-corner, fince all your 
fine company lias left you, I join with her i 
and thov?gh my nierit k fmall, yet I am proud 
enough to defirp the preference before your 
parifhioncrs, who are the perfons you feem tq 
have chofen to be your winter companions, 
Mr. Holyoak i§ alfo here, who defires his beft 
complimeiits. Okting^ is at the H^ffitakle Houfe^ 
Somervile':^ Afton ; and they are deferted by 
Sir Robert Cocks, who- 13 gone to Bath. I 
would accompany this with .fome entertaining 
ballad, elegy,* or epithalamium -, but where muft 
J find them ? Not in my own head, I am fure^ 
fo you mpft ej^peft no poetry from me till the 
Henley bellman has gone his Chriftmas round j 
and ere then I hope you will hear him utter hu^ 
§U?owkks herci. »' ' j 

Lord 
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Lord Plymouth's workmen hav€ left them 
(7;;?^ Jiabitable room till after Chriftmas, (n^ 
loQger) as his Lady writes me "word- — I have 
not had the pleafure.of receiving Mr. Hylton's 
intended epiftle j but am of opinion that his 
iiile does not require fo long a delay to make 
his correfpondence appear the more valuable. 
Let him write as he fpeaks^ and his letters will 
jbe agreeable to ifte. 

What more have 1 to fay ? I tbinky and 
fbink in vain.'^Ycs ; I muft tell you, that I 
am fo much better than when you • faw me, 
that you would be furprifed.— My heart is al- 
ways the fame ; that is, affeftionate towards 
my friends : judge then whether I can ceafe 

to be \ " " 

Your faithful friend 

and humble fervant, 

. H. LuXBOROUOH. 

1 

3end back th^ Puchefs's letter, pray.—- Mrs. 
JJavies is ftUl at Mrs, Bradley's, as I hear.-— 
My ^compliments to all yovir good neighbours.—^ 
Perhaps Lord Dudley is gone to Parliament. 

I am glad my favourite room is honoured 
biy your books; and think ^he bed (as you 
Jiav6 contrived it) no detriment to the elegance 
of it, though a confiderable convenience to the 



3l5o LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

Mr. Hylton need not be alhamed to write 
to me : late or early:, I Ihall he glad to hear 
from him. 
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B^rells> Wednefday Night, December i;^th, 1753; 
DEAJl SIR, 

TH O U G H I undertake to write to you 
to-night, I do not know how my letter 
is to be wafted to Birmingham^ unlcfs fome 
kind Sylph ofFers her fcrvice; the terreftrial 
meflengers not being able to travel, at leaft not 
in this country, where it fnows, rains, and 
frizes, not alternately, but at the fame time. Is 
that your cafe in Shroplhire ? If fo, I pity you ; 
but I think you and I, who have npt much 
clfe to do, fhould utter our lamentations to 
each other from the corners of the fame chim- 
ney. Sharing the burthen of winter would be 
Icflcning it to each of us. I cannot go to riie 
Leafowes j ergo you muft come to Barrells, or 
we cannot meet. . Is not this true reafonihg ? 
You will fay (and perhaps with truth) that it 
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is like an invitation to a funeral; which, I ana 
pcrfuaded, is a compliment moft people would 
be glad not to receive ; but though it could 
not entertain you to accept of fuch an invita- 
tion, it would illuftrate your friendly qualities, 
by afFardmg you an opportunity of giving, 
rather than of receiving, pleaftire. The word 
pka/ure reminds me that I have received a 
^very agreeable epiftle from your Friend Mr. 
JJylton, whofe lofs of a place at Court does 
not fcem to fit heavy upon him. It is no more 
than I cxpedted from the good fenfe I obferve4 
in him, 

I return you the Duchefs ofSomerfet's letter j"^ 
and hav£ n^ethinks too long forborne fcolding 
you for imagining Her Grace's, meaning to be 
that you fliould not print your Poem upoti 
Rural Tafte. On the contrary, flic is, I am 
fure, proud of its being infcribed to her, though 
too baflifiil, in h^r retirement, to choofe her name 
to be at the head of it j yet well knowing with 
inward fatitfa&ion, that every body will know 
ihe is the Heroine of the piece, as much as one 
knows who was Waller's Saccharifla, without 
reading her real name at the top. Had our 
Duchefs not intended you ihould publifh it, 
what need had (he to enjoin Jiars or dajhes in^ 
jtead of her and of her habitation's names ? 
a Pq 
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Po noe derive the piiblic of the pleafure the^ 
would hav^ in reading it^ and do not deprive 
Her Grace of the complin^nt you intendej 
)ier» and. iqrl^ieh fo much feems to pkafe her, 
both by the letters fhe writes to me as well as 
|x> yovrfelf about it. In anfwer to your 
fjueftion, I pan |inccrely afiure you^ that I never 
pnce thought of the Duchefs's refufal, nor do I 
{rail it one now ^ and am cf^rtai;) fhe means nQ 
fnore than what fhe exprefies to you abou| 
jfupprcffii^ her pame ; fo that yovfr vamty^ were 
it ever fq great^ would not be really hurt by 
^is^ which youi' itnagipation only deems a dif^* 
|)ointment. 

your Verfes {o Lady Plymouth (whofe name 
is Catherine) pleafe me greatly, and fhe a^ 
greatly merits your praife. Your exprefEon in 
pae l^ft^line ought to be far from difpleafuig 
Lord Plymouth, and is, in my mind, mcxrc 
proper and more ejegant than any feigned 
name you could give him. I cannot but fay I 
ihould rather wifh the infcription,, being to a 
Lady, had been in Englifh, Could npt that have 
been, and yet Horace's^ Latin motto have been 
prcferved ? byt I am no critic, haying neither 
capacity nor inclination to be one ; fp that 
what I fay upon fuch fubjeds fhoul4 be wrote 

«i fand. 

% ' Icon. 



letters; 361 

I congratulate Lord Dudley upon his goo4 
Jqck ; and wifti his good neighbour as profit- 
able a fquniUfs to warm himfclf by: Be il 
known that foundlefs is a Warwickftiirc word^ 
as I am told : in' honour to the copnty I ufe it^ 
or ftiould elfe have" ftolcn a wprd from thp 
French, and have faid, une trouvailky for fucl| 
is a coal-mine at any time; and I ipeak of it 
^he more feelingly now that I ^t freezing, and 
can fcarcely get a little coal for a great deal 
of money. Pray, fince your county carries 
■jfuch profitable things in the bowels of the 
parth, ranfack them well, and let me hear that 
you have found fome mines or other : It is ^ 
felfilh wifli \ for I am fpre if you Had thofc 
of Peru, your friends would fhare with you j** 
and were it only by viewing the ufe you 
would put them to^ in making them fubfer- 
yient to your good tafte, they would afford 
pleafure to all wj^o knew how to relilh the 
5works of tafte :j and as to the mifers, let them 
4Yaunt.-TY<>ur Gevermfi and \ ^e parted by 
0oods: and peaM^^ are no jnpre, for this 
fcafon at leaft; but they will ftilj live in verfe, 
if you employ your pen in their praife. 

Since you are fo favoured by Apollo and. 
the Myfcs, that you can dream in verfe, you 
ought not to be niggardly of them. J want to 
^ ^ . • fee 



J 
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fee what alterations Somnus or Morpheus have 
made in the pretty lines you wtbtc here in the 
year 1747 : They woula not eafily find what 
to mend. 

Adieu, The wind ttlows 5 I fliiver ; my ink 
freezes 5 my pen wants mending : fo agaia 
adieu. 

Sincerely yours,' 

P, LuxBORovoa,^ 



I, 15 T T ^, Rv cn, 

Bantllsy Satnrday, D^ember 15^19 1753^ ] 
p^AR SIR, 

SOME malicious fiend or other has furely^" 
by way of Chriftmas g^mbol,^ entertained 
himfelf by refolving to marr our correipond- 
cnce, and to thwart whatever you or I have 
innocently projedted for our amulement : and 
what I lefs forgive isj ^hat when I mean to fliow 
my gratitude for your friendly attention upon 
all occafions, my letter is carried to London 
inftead of Birmingham. I wrote it on Tuef- 

day 



LETTERS. 365 

day or Wednefday laft, and inciofcd the 
Duchefs of Somerfct's, which you had fent 
me to fee. The froft came, the floods-fvucceeded, 
and nobody could go ; nor did I dare truft my 
fcryant and hoffe to the weather, and ftill lefs 
^ared trult my letter to the curious Poft.O£Bce 
at Birmingham: fo even changed the cover, 
put k in a frank, and fent it to-day to go 
through London to you j and it was no fooner 
gone paft recall,' but trufty Thomas brought 
your laft obliging^ and entertaining letter : but, 
far from anfwering it, as I defigned, I only 
muft (and that with difficulty) return you 
more and more thanks for the entertainment 
you afford me, both by your epiftle, and by 
Mr. Graves's lively Fable, which I return now. 
—-As to your Stanzas to Afteria, I am too 
proud of them, and too well pleafed with your 
addition and emendations, not to value and 
preferve them with care both in my memory 
and in my beft pocket-book. If I had pre- 
ferved.Mr. Somervile's little Poems and Im- 
promptu's in as orderly a manner, I would 
have fent you a parcel to-night to pick out any 
you liked for Dodfley ; but they are in a drawer 
intermixed fo with other papers, that to un- 
dertake to look them out now is impoffible : 

befides. 



^66 Lady luxborotJgh's 

befideS) I have a fever fit upon me, aiici 
have not flepc thefe twd nights, and live 
upon wormwood draughts ; which^ thou^ 
wholeibmei do not immediately r^ftorc one 
to ftrengthi or to oiie's ufual ftile ot con- 
verfation. This is alfo the reafon I muft defer^ 
for a poll or two ahfwering Mr; Hylton*s poliai 
letter; which 1 hope he will forgive, whilft I 
implore my fever to leave my mind capable of 
deferving, by my punftual anfwers, the letteri 
I am favoured with.— *^You will have mine I 
hope from London on Thurfday next.-i^Our 
ferVants had better be a little fatigued with 
journics between the Lcafowcs and Barrells^ 
than we moleftcd with impertinent Poft-peoplc^ 
indolent or carelefs chance-meflengerSj or idld 
druliken farmers, who undertake to carry let- 
ters they never think of after.— ^Tout own in^ 
tended Mifcellany will be higher in my efteent 
than Dodfley's, if his are to be deprived of your 
Works.— *I told you my thoughts about youl^ 
Iniftaking the Duchefs of Somerfct's meanings 
as you will find in my travelling letter.*-^I fliall 
be glad to fee the Agriculture of Doddcj ^ ajid 
as to Sir Charles Grandifon, only wait its being 
tomplete, to fend for iti Mr. Hylton recootr 
mends it alfo. 
You had better harrafs yourfelf than youf 

fervants^ 
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Ibrvants, and let me fee youythis Chriftmas at 
Barrells : I aflced you before ; I aflc you now 
the third time. I will fend the ilea you in- 
tended for Mr. Hylton, to fetch you. I caa 
fee no longer; every letter feems double ^ {q 
ftdieuw Excufe an invalid, who is 

Your faithful fervant, 

H. LuxboroughJ 
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Burells, Friday, December siil, i753« 

AN opportunity offering itfelf, dear Sir, of 
fending this letter to-morrow to Birming- 
ham, I refolved without hefitation to write 
it ; being vain enough to believe my laft gave 
you pain 5 for I wrote it with a trembling hand 
and confufed head, and with a fever-fit upon 
me. I hope you have burnt it, and will think 
no more of it, but to the fever*s praife ; which 
(caufing me to fweat),has raifed my'fpirits and 
fuppled my limbs; fo that I am born anew: 
and, if I continue in my prefent ftate, make no 
qucftion but I Ihall fee the Lcafowes in Spring* 

In 
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In the mean time, it is your taik, as a Ftitnd^ 
to perfeft this cure by giving me your company 
at the deferted Barrells; which place droops 
now, but will revive at your approach. You 
have ufed it to that fcnfibility in .winter i fo 
that no other company will reftore it to its 
gaiety.— Let me know if you received ycfter- 
day my travelling letter from London. What 
fay you to my reproaches about your manner 
of conftruing the Duchefs's letter of thanks to 
you about your Poem ? 
' As to the little fcriptions I have of Mr. So- 
mervile's, they are for the moil part too trivial 
or too locall for the prefs. I^erhaps you or 
Jack Reynalds may have others : however, 
thofe I have you may perule here^ aiid ufe them 
a difcretionj as the French Recipes term it. 

Lord and Lady Plymouth are at Umbcrflade, 
where Lady Archer has again been dying. 
Some inward impofthume has broke ; and ihe 
goes foon to Bath, hoping perhaps to prevent 
its gathering again.— -Mrs. Davies came here 
a week ago to make a formal vifit, with Mrs. 
Kendall ; whofe vifit was an adieu before flie 
quits the country, which will be this Chrift- 
mas J for ever. — Some places and things have 
the quality of attraction : poor Warwickfhire is 
lendowed with the reverie, or I would dcfire it 

to 
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tb draw yoU frofti Shropfhire : }t ought to have 
pride enough to attempt it ; but I fear it Hai 
not merit enough to fucceed, unlefs your hu- 
manity brings you to my cell.-^I think I n^uft ^ 
read Sir C. Grandifon in my own defencfe • for 1 
hear of him till I am tired. Let us read hini 
here together. I remember I heard fo much 
in Tom Jtmes'i praife^ that whep I read him, I y 

hated hiia. J want to fee Hog«rth'6 Asalyfis of 
Beauty : Mr. Outing's ufual dilatorinefs prevent- 
ed my being a fubfcriber.-^I fee nothing new.— ^ 
I hope, how the Jews* Aft is repealed, the 
writers, who tormented us about iti will employ 
their pens on fome more agreeable fubjeft :— ^ 
No, alas ! it Will be Elcftiohs : for the thick 
air and ale of England infpire fuch heavy fub- 
jefts of convcrf^tion and debate; to furnilli 
which. Gentlemen ruin their eftates, inftead of 
enjoying them gayly and hofpitably (yet po- 
litely) ; which they do not do, though they 
talk of ti^t for ever 5 but never feel it. 

I juft now perceive that I am fpinning out 

lK>nrenfe and dulnefs to a great length ; fo haften 

to b/eak the thread, by ending my tedioui 

ktter with the fincereft aifurance of my being, . 

Dear Sir, Your moft faithful 

(though not moft fprightly) 
friend and fervant, 

B b H. LuXBOROUGH, 
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P. S. May your Chriftmas be jovial, and 
your day$ long and happy ! - 

Remark. This Letter is a volunteer. 
^9re. When does trufty Thomas come ? 
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DEAR SIR* Barrellt* Janaaiy 20tb» l^^^ 

WH E T H E R you are well or ill, alive 
or dead ? and whether you remember 
that you have a fincerc Friend here, who is 
impatient for the plcafure of your company, 
and that you promifcd to come here before 
this time ? are the queries I defire you to anfwer 
by the bearer, who goes to the Leafowes on 
purpofe to receive thofe anfwers; which I 
hope will folve my doubts, and fet my mind at 
cafe. You are two letters in my debt. 

The clofe of Chriftmas is furely come ; for the 
rooks are building, and confirm xhtnewfyle\ 
yttyou remain by your own fire-fide, regardlefs of 
us abfent mortals, who regret the want of your 
company, and which you beftow perhaps upon 
your pariftiioncrs J for I imagine your, neigh- 
bours 



LETTERS; 371 

hours of higher rank have abandoned ym^ as 
you do us : I fay la , but it is improperly that 
I write in the plural nunabcr ; for, God knows 
I am as much alone» as' an Hermit ; but how- 
ever I fhall fee Mr. Outing, and, I believe, Mr. 
J.. Reynalds here this week ; which will rather 
I imagine haften than retard your journey hi- , 
then Neither roads nor waters, nor v^rind nof 
froft, muft be mentioned by you, fince the cau-. 
thus Mr. Outing refolves to encounter thofe 
enemies ; for, though you do not wear a cock- 
ade in your hat, I believe you as courageous 
as he. 

Adieu: I fay no morcj for you will come 
and hear whatever I have to fay, if you are a 
man of your word; and you will take mine, I 
dare fay, when I affure you that I am un- 
feignedly 

Your faithful and obliged fervant, 

H. Ll/XBOROUCH. 

The compliments of the Oldbarrow family 
attend you.— I have had no reply as yet from 
Mr* Hylton. 



Bb2 LETTER 
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Barrells, Fndkf, Fcbniuy 8tlM 1754* 

DEAR SIR, 

WH E N I fent my fcrvant to the Lca- 
fowes, I was very well: when he re- 
turned) I had got a bad cold, cough, and fever. 
When your fervant came here, I had loft the 
two latter complaints ; but was ftill too much 
out of order with my cold and fore throat, to 
be able to hold a pen, or even to diftate ; and 
have kept my bed fcveral days fmce that 5 but 
am refolved to write now, though my eyes 
iinart for. it. Far better it is to fmart than to 
have ,evea the appearance of ingratitude, -of 
of negleding thofe one profefies a friendihip 
for. This is no florid excufe, but is the real 
opinion of me your culprit, who cannot fo 
well excufe myfelf for the impolitenefs of letting 
your fervant go back without the Duchefs of 
Somerfft's letter, and Mr. Hylton*s, which 
you had fent me to perufe ; but the forget* 
fulnefs proceeded from having company at 
cards, and talking round me. — Though I con* 
gratulatcd Mr. Hylton upon his difappoint- 

menc 
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ment in the affair he had engaged in, and 
thought he had no great iofs in being deprived 
of the pkafure of carrying a battle-ax ; yet I as 
fincerely regret your having miffed the oppor- 
tunity, which feemed to throw itfelf in your 
way, of executing a more agreeable office 
without toil, and one both honourable, and at- 
tended with great conveniencies to a country 
gentleman, who choofes to be exempted from 
fome ftupid or turbulent offices in his county. 
Such would have beien your cafe, had you 
been Sir R. Lyttelton's Efquire, whofe Brother I 
think fhould have propofed it to you. It 
would have been friendly, neighbourly, and 
in no ways'" doing you a pleafure at their own 
cxpence,— As to the account of ydur ill health, 
r am not difpofed to believe it (pardon me. Sir, 
for it was jtw complained) ; for I think your 
folitude^ your want of air to breathe^ objeSls to con- 
verfe with, inclemency of weather^ privation from 
the amufcments your own tafte ka^ procured you in 
your own environs % are all poifons imbibed in 
winter, and it is not blijiers, &c. &c. that will 
expel them. Try the company of your diftant 
friends ; perhaps change of air and the exer^ 
cife of travelling may perform miracles : if one 
place does not- do, go to another-, but pray 
^egin by tbis^ where I expeft you daily. Mr, 



B b 3 Outipg 
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Outing and I will nurfe you, and the bufy 
rooks will tell you each morning that it is 
time to prepare for the feftivals of Spring, and 
to bury your complaints in old Winter's 
grave. i 

My kindeft fervicc to Mrs. Rock^ whom I 
Ihall always be ready to oblige when in my 
power •, and wilh I could ferve her e&ntially, 
J)y contributing my intereft with Lady North- 
umberland, in conjun6tion*with the endeavour$ 
of her other friends, to place her Daughter 
about Lady Betty Percy : but unfortunately 
I cannot be deemed ^ proper negociatpr in 
this affair, having fome time ago refented her 
Ladyfhip's fpending a confiderable time in 
my neighbourhood bofh at Lord Brook's 
^nd J^ord Hertford's, and paljing through 
Henley without calling or even fending to m^. 
This appeared to me unkind ; and I could not 
forbear exprefling my opinion of it to the 
Duchefs pif Somerfet, who prbbably might 
fpeak of it tp her Daughter ; from whom» how- 
pvcr, I have not heard, and to whoqi I have 
not wrotf, nor would I kegin by aflcing a favour : 
all therefore I can ^o is to mention Mr?. 
Rocks's requeft to %\ip Duchefs; which I will 
flo in a few days. 

|s Boadicca a good play or a bad one? I 

haye 
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have not feen nor read it.— You frighten me 
with the prolix ftile of the Author of Sir 
Charles Grandifon's Memoirs : fo I defer read- 
ing that.— I thank you for the news articles of 
your letter; as alfo for acquainting me that 
Lord Dudley is well; to w^om I beg my 
rcfpefts, and hope and fincerely wifh the 
fuccefs of his coal-mine. 

May you. Sir, gain the min.es of Potofi, and 
yet retain your generous fpirit ! ^ which will 
oblige others to be, ais I am^ (and as I Was 
prior to them) 

Your fincere friend 

and humble fervant, 

H, LUXBOROVOH* 
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Barrellsy Febroary 27th, 1754. 
DEAR SIR, Aih-We^efday. 

EVERY day have I been in expeftation 
of an anfwer from the Duchefs of Somer- 
fet to the letter I wrote Her Grace to recom- 
mend Mrs. Rock's Daughter ; which I did in 
B b 4 ths 
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the ftrongeft manner J was capablp of. >^o 
anfwer is come as yet ; which may be owing tQ 
JHlcr Grace-s not having had a proper opporr 
funity of talking wit}} the Copntcfs of North- 
umberland about it. Be that a$ it will, I aqi 
determined not to defer longer, than to-morrow 
fending 4 fervant to the Leafcjwes to enquire 
after your health ; but have ordered him not 
to fet 04Jt till the pqft is come in, bec^ufe if it 
fhogld bring an anfwer from ihe Duchefs iq. 
the moaning, it ihaU go to you inclofed in 
^his i in the mean time wifhing it may be aif 
agreeable one to Mrs. Rock, ^pd confequently 
|:o you and myfelf. 

The inclofed letter of requfft to me caufes 
mfe to make one to you; which is, dear Sir, 
that you will mention the affair to Lord Dudley 
from me* in behalf of the young clcrgymaa 
who writes the letter. He was once at Barrells 
fome days with Sir Peter Soame, to whom he 
isva neighbour. He appeared* to me to b^ a 
very fober, modeft man. Want of preferment, 
and at laft getting a trifling one, too little to 
live upon, (efpccially for a married n^m) he 
ran in debt, and has been feverely treated by 
bis creditors, who would, if they could, havt 
confined him, and taken from him thp boneft 
means by which he prqpofcd tb extricate bii% 

^ k]f. 
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fclf, and to do juftice to them. Fortune, how^ 
ever, and good friends have hitherto prevented 
their dcfigns, and have favqured him with 
fome preferment at Shfeernefs (as you will read 
in his letter) 5 but yet he fears his perfon is not 
fafe without vfondc fort of proteftiaiv. Perhaps 
Lord Dudley may be able to give him a chap- 
lainlhip; which would greatly oblige mc 
Speak of it, pray, to his Lordlhip, and let me 
know his anfwer. I have declined writing to 
Mademoiielle de Montandre for an Ambaffador's 
protection, for particular rcafons regarding only 
her and myfelf ; and I am the more folicitous to 
endeavour to ferve him another way, which makes 
me, I fear, too troublefome to Lord Dudley. 

I have had a fecond letter from Mr. Hyltoji^ 
but have not ajjfwered it, becaufe you fay you 
pxpeft him in the country ; where I hope to 
fee him with you at my houfe. 

My tedious cold, which torments me in all 
fhapes, ftupifies my brain, and makes me in- 
capable of writing more than to give Mr. 
puting's compliments, and to aflure you of the 
^riendfhip of 

Tour obliged fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

I forgot, laft time I wrote, to make you Sir 
Peter Soamp*$ pompliments. 

LETTER 
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DEAR SIR* 9amlls» March 5d, 1754. 

ON E would think there was a real or a 
paper war between the Leafowes and Bar* 
rells, or at leaft a negociation of peace not 
concluded, as fo many couriers pafs ; but I hope 
there is no realwzr. As to the paper war, I am 
not afliamed of it, however ill I may fupport my 
opinion by my weak arguments.— Did I not 
fay you mifconftrued the Duchefs's meaning, 
when fhe defired ftars and daflies might fupply 
flames? and did not that prove flie was defirou^ 
your Poem to her fhould be printed ? for (as I 
faid to you before) there would be no occafion 
for afterilks if your Poem was not to be 
printed. You fee that fhe efteems it, and fpeaks 
gratitude as well as applaufe to yo\x the author 
cfiti and Ihe is too fincerc to fpcak what 
fhe does not mean ; and I fhould be too imper- 
tinent in interfering, if I had not been the 
perfon who (by your defire) prefented it to 
Her Grace.— The copy of the requefl I made 
her in favour of Mrs. Rock's Daughter, I 
inclofc. The anfwer I could have wifhed more 
6 favourarble : 



LETTERS. 379 

favourable : but one can do no more than en- 
deavour to oblige one's friends :— that I hav« 
often done in vain ; and have ferved myfelf 
worfc upon many occafions. I have an unluciy 
handy as the Gamcfters fay ; but I can brag of 
a fincere heart, with which I am, ^ Dear Sir, 

Your obliged aad faithful fervant, 

H. LyxBORoudJi, 

Mr. Outing prefents his compliments.— I 
fliall be glad to fee the Analyfis of Beauty, 
however defcribed ; and am forry I have not 
ffow an S in mv name to claim any fhare in ic 

P. S. Be pleafed to return me the Duchefs^s 
letter .-^Pray prefcnt my ^refpefts to Lord 
Dudley, and fervice to Mrs. Rock. 

Mrs. Holyoak, &c. are obliged by your 
remembrance; but had rather {ccyou than your 
written compliments. 



LETTER 
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DEAR SIR* Barrells, Mardi i6th, ij^ 

NOBODY is fo unfit as I to anfwer your 
agreeable letters j for were I ever fo 
capable of it, my fingers would not obey : the 
froft' having made them almofl; as ufeleis as 
^hen I v^ent to B^th, and more painful ; and 
my bead has been ftupijied eight weeks widi 
9. co^4 (hat is not only obflinate, but has taken 
^s many 4iffcrent fhapes as Proteus, to torment 
me in various ways.— I am forry for my friend 
Tom, who has, I fuppoie, fuffered as weU as 
I, by the inclemency of the weather. 

I have no new book^j^ alas! to amufe myfelf 
or you i {q cp only return yours of Hogarth's 
with thanks. It furprizcd me agreeably 5 for I 
had conceived the performfince to be a fet of 
prints only, Yrh?rc?? I foupd a book which I 
did not imagine Hogarth capably of writing ; 
for in his pencil I aliyays confided, but never 
imagined. his pen would I^ave afforded me fo 
much pleafure. As to his not fixing /^^ ^ecifi 
degree of Mipiity^ which conftitutes beauty, I 
forgive him, bccaufe I ^jiink the talk too hard 

9 W 
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to be performed literally; but yet he conveys 
an idea between his pencil and his pen, whiclk 
tnakes one conceive his meaning pretty well. 

When I write to the Duchefs of Somerfet, 1 
will do it in the manner you defire, ai to yout 
Poem; ,and will alfo name Mrs. Rock's 
Daughter again ; but fear the Duchefs (Hljfe 
myfelf) fees fo few of the inhabitants iof this 
terrcftrial globe, th^t (he will not readily find % 
proper perfon to recommend her to as a 'Lady's 
woman, though Iteake no dpubt but the young 
woman deferves it; I Ihould think Lady 
Elizabeth might with much propriety dcfire 
her Mamma to recommend her to fome Lady > 
nor do I think Lady Northumberland would 
take it at all amifs that Mifs Rock afked the 
child that favour.— The iriclofed • will be 
teazing to yqu, as it is* to me j for it vexres me 
riot to be able to ferve the diftreffed, who 
addrefs themfdvcs to me. You would how^ 
ever be kind to me, and charitable to the poor 
man, if you could contrive a way how Lord 
Dudley might ferve him; and his Lordfhip 
would add to the favours he has always (hewn 
to me upon all occafions. 

I will not pOfitively fay one word in behalf 

of'indolencey fincfe it keeps you by your fire- 

•-'••• " fide. 
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fide, though by promife yoti ought to be by 
mine. 

Had I not been extremely out of order, I 
would have fcen Mr. Cotterell ; but hope at 
Icaft that my fervants have been civil to him. 
When he has finifhcd your Eolian harp, I be- 
lievc I fhall defire you to befpcak one of him 
for me^ Sure I am, that inftrqmcnt will fare 
well at Barrells, fince the Winds are its food. 

Mr. Holyoak's family would, I am cer- 
tain, fend compliments to you ; but they are 
Ihivcring at Oldbarrow, as I am here. — ^Mr. 
Bradley is freezing near Stowe in the Wold, 
with a fick uncle j and his wife is tormenting 
herfelf with fears for her four eldeft children, 
who are to be inoculated on Monday next.— 
Such anxieties we mortals are doomed to : yet 
who would be void of feeling ? 

Mrs. Davies fends you fome more Poems, 
tranfcribcd by her in hafte out of the Gieen 
Book with a bad pen, and in a great hurry \ 
fo defires you will excufe her defedlsj and 
promifes to fend the remainder of the book 
foon. If Ihe does, I defire Ihe will write 
better, or make her excufes herfelf: but Ihc 
pleads that you owe her a letter. 

Lord Ar— fays Mifs Banks*s fortuhe is 
jo,ooo/. which wants one cypher of the ac» 

count 
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count you had of it ; but her merit and charmf 
will I dare fay fill up that chafm. 

Mrs. Bartlet is here, and prefcnts her com-* 
pliments. We all three wifh you happinefi 
and fucc^s in all your undertakings. 
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BaneUst AprU.i7tIi» I7;4»* 
DEAR SIR» Saturday. ; 

WHEN your fervant brought me your 
letter, I was ill in bed with a fever fit>. 
^hich made it impoffible for me to fit up, of 
to put my hands out of bed to write. It 
went ofi^ next day, but then I receiired the 
news of the death of an own Aunt (and of her 
Hulband, who furvived her but fix days) at 
Geneva. Lord Luxborough fent me word of 
it, becaufe my furviving relations there did 
not well know where to diredt to me : but I 
was equally obliged to write to them upon the 
occafion, and deferred writing to you merely 
upon that account; and at the fame time re* 
folved doing it by my fervant Jofeph, as to* 
morrow j but this day Mrs. Holyoak of Hen* 
' ley 
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ley has feht to mc to dcfire my chaife ihay 
fetch her to ftay at Barfdls feme days^ ^ 
that my epiftte cannot Fcach the Leafowes be- 
fore Mondtrjr. This will, I hope, be a fuffi** 
cient excufe fyr not anfwering yours ibenef) 
which I ought to have done, upon account of 
the Gentlewoman you recommend to me as aH 
houfekeeper. Her charafter I would take from 
you. Sir, as foon as from any friend or ac- 
quaintance jiving 4 but mufl: confefo -I have 
had fuch ill fuccefs with fervants in that pofl^ 
thait I tetciid.to: do without one^ and hare 
given theiame anfwer to a friend of nfiife, iAio 
yecommendbd one of Bfrmiogham aUb. 

I acvtr wa3 more furprized nor concimed 
than at tlie. deftth of Mifs Dolman« I cFer 
cdcemed her* and wiflied her welfare* I cqbk 
dde with hei^ Brother, as I do with you &&• 
ccrely* 

I rejoice that Fortune vifits .the GrangfCy and 
liope ibe will call at the Leafowes next. Poor 
Mr. fiekhier is frowned upon by her ; and 
though he is much obliged to Loi^d Dudley 
and you and myielf^ for our endea^oufs M 
jerve hiti^ he thinks l.or4 Dudky^s lawy^ % 
little too £:rupulou6 in his objedtions: fdr 
my part, i am no judge of diat ; but he ftyi 
« &W ihonths would h«^ been iufficient tfr 

extricate 
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fsctricate hiiti ; and that the {ztnc favour i$ 
granted to other clergymen : and Sir Peter 
Soame writes him word he muft not let it be 
known where he is ; for people are ready 
enough to enquire and to thricaten to get writs 
QUt 9£ainft hi,tp, which his friend Sir Peter 
Soanie has hitherto prevented. In the mean 
time, the poor man is tormented with the ague, 
If^hich Kent has given him, added to the vex- 
ation of his mind* If he dares get out, he will 
conie with Sir Peter here, and thank me for my 
endeavours to ferve him.— You will I hope find 
out that he thinks there are many precedents for 
Gentlemen in orders receiving the favour 1^ 
alks.— -^orry I am to be troublefome to my 
friends •, but more fo,^ that I fee the diftrefs of 
others, without being capable of removing it, 
when they implore my affiftance. 

Talk to me no more, I defirc, of your winttrly 
fiait of health \ for Boreas has at length given 
place to the Zephyrs, who will fhortly blow 
out the buds in my Shrubbery; which will 
take it amifs if you Ihould not be here 'to re- 
ceive its ,wr«al offerings. 
. Mr. Hybxin is very obliging in remembering 
^ae. \ beg you will make him my compli* 
HMots, aod afllu^ him I would have anfwered 
.Cc • . hia 
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his laft, but imagined he would have quitted 
London for the Leafowes long before now. 
His cabinets and boxes I efteem as^ his hap. 
hingers; and as for his wine, I hope -at leaft 
that you drank his health in it. ' 

I am not forrjr you have done nothing new 
of late at the Leafowes : it wants nothing to 
make its beauties more admired ; and your 
finances will be the better for your indolence in 
that point; as ^ would mine, if I had been al- 
ways as indolent as I am at prefent. 

Sir William Meredith is chole Member of 
Parliament for Wigan. One of his Sifters 
is under inoculation. Sir Peter Soame waits 
the event of his friend Mr. Gardner's Eledtion 
for Hertfordfhire, to come to Barrells. 

I have not left myfelf room to fay a truth, 
which is that I am 

Your faithful fervant, ' 

H. LuXBOROUGH, 

One in the Morning, 

You write me four fides of paper— True : but 
pray count the lines and fyllables of my, letter, 
and then let us reckon who is debtor : but I de- 
fire the contents may be left out of the account.^ 
Should the difference of our letters be men- 
tioned 
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tioned that way, I fliould be caft in a monOent, 
and my rcfoyrce then would be no better than 
a Lord Lainfborough, who having maintained^ 
fome yeats ago at St. James's Coffee-houfc, that 
England was bigger than France, had no way 
to prove it, but to cut each kingdom out of 
two maps, c£ different fcales, and to weigh 
them. If this be my cafe, I muft make my 
packet as thick as I can : fo you will cxcufc 
the awkwardnefs of it. 

My refpefts to Xord Dudley when you 
write ; and compliments to Mr. Hylton. 
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Barrells, Sunday, May 12th, 1754. 

I CAN with great truth aflure you, deafv 
Sir,, that I am in the higheft degree fen- 
fible of your kindnefs in exerting yourfelf in 
favour of a perfon recommended by me'; whole 
diftreflcs are his chief recommendations to me: 
and I am highly obliged to my Lord Dudley 
for his readinefs'to confider of a proper method 
of complying with the requeft I took the liberty 
C c 2 to 
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to make in "btk^fof the diftrefled ptfrfta^ U 
whom I fliall without fail fend his Lwdihtp's 
kind prote&ion by to-morrow's poft ; defiring him 
to acquaint me whether he finds by people be^ 
longing to thde offices where he is to be entered^ 
whedier any forms are wanting in the inftriK 
nient his Lprdfhip has fent ? not doubting but 
if that (houM be the cafe, my Lord will extend 
his goodness by fupplying in a fre0i fornfi 
what may prove wanting in this. 

The inclofed I received fipom the fame Mr. 
(John) Belchier whom we arc endeavouring to 
ferve i with a fermon he preached upon the 
Eleftion of Mr. Charles Frederick, &c. for 
Quecriborbugh. 

My rcfpefb and beft thanks attend Lord 
Dudley ^ and I defire my compliments to Mifs 
Lea, and all your good neighbours. 

My fervice, pray, to Mrs. Rock, from 

Yours fmcerely, 

H. LuxBQROucm 

I find with pleafure, that Mr. Hylton is 
Vrith you 5 and hope he will not forfake you 
when you come to Barrells. -Mr. Outing, my 
faithful Boftangy, affures me the Shrubbery 
will be ready to receive you in its fpring- 

clothing 
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dodiing be&re next week is out: by which 
wne (if not ^rcady) I hope you will h^v^ 
fbfgot you ever had any disorder in y^ur heakh» 
which will be rather eilablifhed than impaimd 
by riding a (hort day's journey. 

I have been out in my poft-chaife half a 
dozen times lately, and walked my ufual round 
of Gardens and Copjaice, &fc. on Frviiy laft 5 
and have ftiredded my avenue, I hope, to finx^ 
advantage to the eye, as it is undoubtedly to 
the grounds it fliadcd. I would have fent you 
fome cucumbers ; of which I have cut feveral ; 
but it fecms all that were fit to fend are de- 
voured already -, and a nafegay of tha fineft 
double hyacinths I ever faw, and which I meant 
to prefect tp you, are too mature to feear the 
Ihaking of the horfe without fheddi^g. They 
would have gone fafe Lail: weelj: ^ but I am ho^ 
reduced tp the cafe pf Bpnniface in the £eau9c 
StralAgemy who had had a fine loin (^ vjeal pn 
tj^e Wednefday before it was wanted, 

Popr Mifs CarriBgto6*s death grieve^ thi^ 
mghbourliood. Would il)e and Mjf^ PoUnan 
had b^en inoculated^ a^ it has fucceeded mi- 
raculouHy hereabouts I'wMr. Outing defire^ ' 
his compliments to you and Mr, Hylton; to 
whom I defire mine very fincerely,. though I 
4id DPt write them, as I ihould have ^one^ in 
C c 3 ' return 
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return of his laft letter -, but really th«i thought 
him on the road to the Leafowcs.— -My neigh- 
bours are much your friends, or ihould not be 
mine •, I being fo with unalterable ftiendihip 
and gratitude. 

PJ. LUXBOROUGH. 

I obferve you have a new Seal, with a pretty 
device. 
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Barrells, Auguft die laft^ or September the firft^ 1754, 
DEAR SIR, 

YOUR letter of the 17th pf July is before 
me ; but the date makes me blufh ; fo 
I fet it alide, not to be reproached : my con- 
fcience, however, clears me, and I hope you 
will do the fame, when you are apprized that I 
have been too ill to write a line, much Icfs to 
undertake a journey of pleafure •, for fadnefs 
would have accompanied me, and I fhould 
have fcattcred it about your pleafing dwelling. 
You are then obliged to me for my abfence 
more, I fear, than you will be for my prefencc 5 

which 
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which (unkfs you forbid it) I propofc to tor- 
ment you with next week. Say if \ Jhall^ 
without regard to compliment. I pay nobody, 
not even Lady Plymouth, the common com- 
pliment of a y ifit, though I rcfpeft her greatly ; 
but really the conjunftion of bad roads, bad 
health, and bad fpirits, make me like, an owl 
inthedefart. 

What attractions muft the Leafowes^ have, 
which draws the lame, the fplenetic, the indo- 
lent, from every point of the compafs to that 
one, in ordpr to admire the mixed beauties of 
nature and art, and to give their tribute of 
applaufe to the ihafter of the place, who in- 
vents and completes more for th^ pleafure 
of his friends or his vifitants of tafte, than for 
his own ! 

As I propofe feeing you fo foon, I wave any . 
anfwer to the articles of your letter which do 
not relate to -the prefent purpofe, though I 
could echo your founds, and lament the poor 
Duchefs of Somerfet for ever. As to Sir Peter 
Soame, he has been here a week, and I fhewed 
Jiim the paragraph in yours about July. He 
fixed upon a day to go with me ; but behold, 
it rained to a degree, that no comparifon caa 
feach. More or lefs it continued during his flay. 
Adieu, 
* C c 4 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Davics fays flic mufi fend her compii^ 
mcnts to you, as ihc intends f<*infg you fe* 
foon; Jhcv being to go in the chaife liFith mfc 
i w?ll a(k Parfon Holyoak; but fear' church^ 
duty win iitterfere, as it will be lafc in the 
week.— I would have you expeft me on Frid^ 
evening,— not before : your fupper wfll be oar 
regale. But above all, let Jofcph, my coach* 
man, be inftrufted to return with your aniwer 
by the new and good turnpike yoU tell me it 
made by your houfe*^ f^r fears and terrott. 
might be too ftrong for my Weak limbs aiid 
nerves. Such is the decrepit company you 
aflk for, and fuch you fliall have^ if the jour* 
ncy can be performed by 

Your faithful humble fcrvant, 

H. LUXBOROUGH. 

Mrs. Davids's beft compliments. 

Siincky i^kt 
Finding an opportunity of fending Ais 
to Birmingham to-morrow morning by Mr, 
Jackfon, I do not fend Jofeph^ as I interided-i 
having employment for him concerning fidi* 
ing, &c. fo hope, dear Sir, you Will eXcufe nay 
hot fparing him to go to the Leafowes this 
time i and that you will remember to come td 
Barrclls foon. Adieu. H. L« 
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DEAR SIRt Sarrelb, SljpMaW s$tS| 1:^54^ 

YbUk thanki% me for my vifit at the 
Le^wes, frdFote I had fent my thanks to 
ybti for your very kmd and agreeable reception 
uf ime there, h vety obliging •, but being fo, it 
comes the fevereft reproach you coiild have 
made mei by itiaking me fenfible of the irud«. 
mfs t have been guilty df, In riot fending t« 
jrou fince I left you. Th6 truth is, that I ha4 
nobody to fend, having parted with the idle 
bdy t had vdth me at your houfej and cver^ 
day Jofeph has been employfed in driving mc 
;Out: fo great a gadder has the line weather 
made me, and fo much better Tiealth and.fpirit$ 
ha^ imy jpwney to the LeafoWes giVeh me. Ten 
phyficiatts, ^th an equal number iof fufgeons 
and apothecaries, could not have effefted iuch 
in mmimem\ I believe I might Tay €ure% for 
I have neirtr beeh Tick' once/ 1 imagine youf 
itr is -good; and I ftc that jr^bur improvements 
ftt your Walks aiid Cafcadfes fiiake your place 
^ Faradtfc in miniature : yet, thbugh I am itg 
prc^efied admirer, it muft permit mc to fay 

that 



394 LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

that the converfation of the mafter and cootri*^ 
vcr of the beauties I faw there, was to me pre- 
ferable far to them ; fo that I regretted lefs 
than I (hould otherwife have done the ^eaknefs 
of my limbs, which prevented my trampouTing 
fo mi|ch as i ufed« 

I have been to fee every neighbour L have, 
but the one I moft wilh to fee. Lady Ply- 
mouth.— A crpfs tenant of Mr. Sheldon's has 
cut off aii conncftion between Hewell and 
Barrells; yet I perfevere in trying for a road, 
as eagerly as thofe who bore for a mine. If 
my endeavours are not fruitlcfs, I propofe going 
on . W^dnefday. Would I could meet you 
there! Sincie I aip wifliing, I wilh alfo that' 
your new artift was to make a Bufto of you for 
my. Library, to accompany Pope and Shake- 
Jpear^— I fend yqu a frame for the Fruit-piece 
you mention. It is the leaft fize I have, but 
muft be cut lefs. I took it from Queen Caro- 
line (for robbing crowned heads is no more 
than a /air reprifal). My other frames of that 
fize were not gilt, but lacquered, which I 
thought not good enough, though M/, Thomas 
would have taken one, as it was out of ufe; 
but I judged it to be lefs genteel than that 
whi9h I fend, and I remembered this fuited 
to the frame over your parlour-chimney, which 
lo ' might 
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might be aa advantage if they Ihould ever 
happen to hang in the fame room. 

I am, obliged to the ingenious Mr. Bafker- 
ville for wilhing my time had allowed me to 
call there.— I do not know any Mr. Bingley^ 
nor a Mr. Dingley, .except a jeweller at Lpn- 
don, who has fome place at Court. 

Mrs. Davies receives your compliment witli 
the utmoft fenfibility and gratitude. If in re- 
turn of your politenefs to her, you fhbuld aflc 
her a favour, Jhe can hut deny you^ you know: 
but I think (he cannot. Pray then let it be 
that flie fhould not leave me to myfelf, which 
ij^ the worft company, and to my thoughts, 
which are as little pleafing as the found of the 
weft wind that haunts my little habitation, 
and which may be foon expeftedto take up 
its winter refidence here. Oh woeful thought ! 
Oh woeful found! None but the friendly 
Hobin Red-breaft fooths my ear after thofc 
rough founds: but in the melancholy month of 
November^ in which the EngUJh hang them/elves^ 
I expeft more pleafure than from the Robin ; 
fince you and Mr. Hylton will join in his^ 
harmony, and favour me with your company : 
then (and not now) genius, tafte, &c, will re- 
side in my Hermitfi^e.r-Adieu then for, the 

prefent. 



39* LADY LUXBOROUGH's 

ptt&nti and let November *air near, as it 
will bring you nearer tx> 

Tour faithful fcnranr^ 

H. LuX60ROUGH« 

I will deliver your kind and polite complU 
ments to Mn Holyoak and hia Wife, who 
enquired much after you. Mine, pray, to Mrs, 
Mary and Mrs. Davics. We gave her more 
trouble than we can give her thanks.— Mrs„ 
Mftynard's reipefts to you. 
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BEAft ^IR» •a>itlI</Nov«iiiibcriMi,t7S4« 

IT is an age fince I heard fjpom you, and twa 
ages fince I had the pleafure of your com- 
pany .•^Sk William Mdredrth has been here, 
and wiflicd you bad come then. The Ihortaels 
of the days, the downfall of t&e leaves, the 
badncfs cff the roads, and wfsry other mark 
of decay in the pnogrefs of the year, ihould 
drive yt)u from 'h<wne j ^ the charms of yow 

place 
7 



LETTERS. 307 

place will be loft for a time, even to yourfclf . 
and as coal is to fupply the place of fun, you 
may as. well warm yourfclf at my fire. 

I rcluJftantly fend the inclofiri, which t re- 
ceived laft night by the bearer. I am per- 
fccxsttd by hts Mafter, whole letter I lend 
you ; before which I 'had om to fay he was mt 
his duty on board the Norwich; but wa$ ar« 
lefted at Portfmouth, and was fearful left the 
man of war fliould fail without him; and 
defired I would write to Lord, or Mr. Bar>- 
nngton. Admiral Smith, &c. I put that off 
by letter; but now is come this meilcngcr: 
land as he fends a letter diiefted to Lor4 
Dudley, do not think myfclf entitled to keep 
it. ^ I therefoie forward it, riiough it is^giving 
you trouble; but you will forgive what yew 
know proceeds from mere oompafllon to any 
perfon in diftrcfs.— Mr. Outii^ is your fcrvan^ 
as I am Lord Dudley's, and ever 

Yours moft fincerely, 

H, LVMOROUOJBU 



^i• 
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DEAR SIR» Barrell9» Dec^ember 4|;tli, 1754. 

THOUGH the ftcrility of fubjeds ta 
write upon from this place, might be a 
fufficicnt cxcufe for my not troubling you 
with a letter at this time ; yet my not feeing 
you here according to promife, in the month 
of November, urges me to remind you that 
that month is pafftd ; and to alk you when I 
may expeft you ? as alfo, what prevents my 
having the pleafure of hearing from you as 
ufiial ? a pleafure I can ill fpare in my fituation, 
which affords fo little joy ; and which I fliould 
prefer to moft others, even in a land abounding 
in gaiety. Bcfides, Sir^ be it known to you, 
(if it is not already) that I wrote to you above 
a fortnight ago, by a meflenger who was dif- 
patchcd to me from Portfmouth, by the little 
unfortunate and troublefome Parfon you was 
fo kind to intereft yourfelf for, with Lord 
Dudley, at my requeft; fince which, I have 
never feen or heard of the faid meflenger; 
neither has Mr. Outing, who fent a letter by 
him to Mrs, Rock. Fray unravel this myftery 

to 
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tome if you can ; but let it be in perfon rather 
than by letter. 

I think I informed you that Sir William 
Meredith had been hete in his way to Parlia- 
ment, and alked after you*^ adding, that he 
had a little prefent for you of Kennel-Coal, and 
wiihing to have met you here. He is fo*kind 
as to write me^what paffcs in the ttoufc of 
Commons in general ; and in particular, men- 
tions a fpeech of old Horace Walpole's, as 
humourous as good-natured, in anfwer to one 
of young Beckford's, who fpoke much of tKe 
flourilhing ftate of all our colonies, except that 
which he • belonged to. Horace anfwered, 
** ^baf was in the moft flourifliing condition 
** of all J for thQre was a new growth there, 
** and a frefh importation from thence: an 
•** importation of political geniufes, which bid 
^ fair to fill both the City and the Parlia- 



•' ment." 



Mr. Jol\^D Reynalds and his Wife are gone 
to Baith with Sir Robert Cocks.— Bradley of 
Edfton is dead rich, from having been poor; 
and was growing richer ftill; but it is the 
common rude praftice of death to interrupt 
fortune in her career.— •! have been obliged 
to take a diftrcfs rfpon a tenant, and to employ 
a lawyer. Should you have known me in that 
* - * occupation? 



\ 
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occupation ?— Is Lord Dudley at ithe Graogpe, 
or at the Houfe of Peers ? and is Mr. HylDMi 
with yov ? My .complimencs attend ikxm 
and your other ncighbouri ; to whom, as veil 
as to you, Mr. Outing joins his : and I am» 
Xin ipite of your laziacfs in regard ^o me) 
Dear Sir, 

Your faithful humbk fer^t, 

H. LUZBOROVGH. 
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BBAR SI^ December sth, 1754* 

IT is late; your fervant js but jufl: come; 
my finders are not to atert as in w^rm wea- 
ther ; my imagination is as contraAed as they 
are: judge then how unfit I amjo give an 
anfwer to yqur letter; and far l^is ib t(> gif^y 
my judgment of the beautiful pieces of -piKtry 
it inclofed, I fhall thcsneforf take the liberty 
to keep th^m till you iend again, which you 
fay will be before the clofe of thif Vi^^ii ^nd 
in the mean time will read them with plQ^ 
fare and impartiality; fuid wiU .wite you iqy 

opinion, 
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c^iDion, firicc ypu do iric the unmferked honour 
of deliring itv but am ferifible of niy-un- 
A^orthinefs to be employed a^ a Critic. I have 
httd only time to «ad the .Ode to 'Memc«y j 
which I had not feen^ and which pl^afes me 
much. As to the two trifling Sqjigs, which 
dropt from my pen fome time pafti ahdt ^Htch- 
yoii propofe to let Dodfley have, I give you 
free liberty fo to do, if you really think them 
deferving of a place in his Mifcellanies ; being 
aflurcd that, if you thought otherwift^ you 
would not^ ^xpofe your Friend^ nor difgracc 
Dod(ley*s Colle<aion. . . ^ 

Your promife of letting me fee you foon at 
Barrells^ I build upon; as that foundation 
will fupport me in a feafon when high winds, 
bad roads, and folitude, deprefs me fo, as td 
makje me ibm^times ready to fink under theic 
weight.-*-As to ydur paft mifdemeariours, (fuch 
as long filcnce in particular) I withdraw my 
charge, and will implicitly believe you could 
not help it ; for if I was inclinable to do 
otherwife) what (hould I gain by tormenting 
myfelf with the apprehenfion of having loft a 
friend) who may be as fincere as he profefics 
himfelf) and as I am perfuaded you are ? and 
if he fhould not be fo, is not an objeft wor- 
thy regrdtting the lofs 6f : fo, in flxort, write 
Dd when 
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wfam you can, without reftraint to yourfeU^ 
aod L will do the lai^e-^ but nfiy indulgeacc 
does npt exten^ to aJlowiDg yoii (o be si\}ijait 
fvm hence fo vciy loBg» and to ft^y here fo 
very fliort a time whisn you do coxne. 
„ I. Irill, trwfmit to Sir William Meredith the 
kiod tH^D^ you fay of hm h and think it pof- 
liblo^ artd even prpbable, you may fee him 
here^.whea the Parliament breaks up for the 

Gladty I tell you, that you miftake the Mr. 
Bradley, that is living and well, at Wooton, 
for the Mr. Bradley who died at Edfton. 
: I hope liXffd Dudley's new equipage will 
oonvey him fafe to the Grange ; thoi^h I fup- 
po& he muft qi^t that again after Chriftmas 
tar the Parliament. 

I caanot cxcufe my friend Mn Hyltoa for 
letting his panics deprive his friends c£ his 
pkafing company. Tell him I can by no 
means cxcufe it.*— I fay nothing of Mr. Outing ; 
he writes for himfejf, and of his own jaccord j 
but adds by my defire a paragraph about the 
unlucky affair I embarked in when I troubled 
you and Lord Dudley about the Parion, who 
proves himfelf to have been fo undeferving of 
the regard we have Ihcwn him. 

Mr. Outing interrupts me to drink youn 
' - health 
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health— Hferc it is done, with a wifh of long 
life and happinefs; and I fign njy name, cq 
it, as it is the did^ate of my h^art. 

H, LuxBORotrcrf."^ 

P* S. Obferve that I write with. a crow-quill,^ 
which behaves tolerably at^firft; intolc&bljr' 
at laft J arid will make you think* me incapable' 
of the ufe of my 'fingers. I promife you, how-^ 
ever, never to write with It again. 
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Bamllsy Thorfday» Decefld>eriitk, 1754* 
DEAR SIR, 

AS foon as my friend Tom had left Bar- 
rclls on Monday, laft, my intention wa« 
to have fat down to the arduous talk you had 
fet me •, but I was feized with a diforder which 
Confined me to my bed on Tuefday, and to 
my chamber yeftcrdayj and though it was 
a diforder which may prove rather conducive 
than prejudicial to my health, it totally inca« 
pacijated mt from performing what I pro- 
D d 2 xniied 
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mifed you, arid even from confulting with 
Mr. Outing, who was in a diftant apartmeon 
Finding myfclf better to-day, 1 only waited 
the abfence of company, who dined with me, 
to begin; and had gone through but two or 
tjirec ftanzas, when Tom came with your 
laft packet. The poor creature was almoft 
drowned laft time-, and what chance he will 
• Hand to-morrow is uncertain; but the prefent 
moment is fhpckingly ftormy, and muft re- 
tard every projeft, though Mr. Dodflcy's re- 
quefting difpatch is rciafonable ; fo that I fend 
you the refolt of-our evening proceedings, and 
write this whilft Mr. Outing writes our defircd 
criticifms. 

When you Ihewed my little Pieces to Mr. 
Dodfley, you did me more honour than I 
ftiQuld.have done myfelf; becaufe I (hoiild 
have feared to have difgraced his Mifcellany. 
I forgot in -my laft to mention what Mr. 
DodQey I find does mention to you, viz. in the 
Title of the two trifles of mine, to fay, fVrote 
iy a L^z^^r— which is, I think, unexceptionable. 

You was altogether right in afluring Mr; 
Crawley I would acquicfce in his condud for 
Lord Dudley towards Mr. Belchier, whofe 
impofitions upon me were reafons fufficient 
to deprive him of my patronage, and leave 

mc 
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me much afh^med of having implored Lord 
Dudley's proteftion for fuch an unworthy 
perfon, as time and circumftances ihew him 
now to be, ' - *" " 

I wait with impatience the day of your 
arrival with Mr. Hylton at Barrells 5 and am 
cv^r • ^ 

Your moft faithful hunAle fervant, 

H. LUXBOROUCH* ' 

What Is become of your Autumn ? I hope 
Dodfley has it, as the poor Duchefs defired. 

Mr. Outing is your humble fervant ; and I 
am ever, dear Sir, as I profcfs myfelf, 
' Your fincere friend 

' and faithful fervant, 

H. LuXBOROUdH.^ 

P. S. If Tom cannot come, I think you. 
might venture to inclofe Mr. Belchier's letitar 
in one to me, to Mr. Williams at Birmingham, ' 
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LETTER CXVIL 

.PEAR SIR, Barrells, Diecember iStli, I7f4« 

THIS goes upon a different errand than 
mylaft. It Is to tell you, that hearing 
Mr; snd Mrs, Holyoake fpeak of a mare of 
Mifs Molly's, which fhe intended to part 
wrtfa,' becaufe fhe had a litrie Welch one Be- 
fides, which . would ferve her, I thought cff^^ 
IHif. Hyhon immediately ; cfpeciaily upon 
finding by all accounts that file i$ pcrfiftly 
found, gentle, and free from vices, and comes 
but fpuc years o}d; has been rode by Mr. 
Holyoake*s younger fons a good while, and is 
tall enough arid ftrong enough for Mr. 
Hylton*$ weight, and does* not want fafliion ; 
cfatrte of foi^e ' very good Horfe at Worccfter, 
-and a Bfiare that had been given Mifs MoHy. 
N6w in cafe "Mr. Hylton is not already pro- 
vided, why Ihould he not come in the Bir- 
mingham coach to . Henley ? when here, he 
may fee this mare, apd may hear of others; 
and if he fhould not purchafc, the coach 
will be a certain vehicle at his return. This 
propofal puts a ftop to your future delays 

upon 
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upon his account, and ihows my mprejfment 
to fee yeu bath, 

I have no time to write more; for Mrs.' 
24ar[dci6i mufl: have «iy letter to-n%ht, and 
will carry it fafe to-morrow early tp dieptjft* 

. Mr. Outing is at Qldbarrow : I am alone 
and ftupid 5 fo' adieu.— 'Believe me una^lcerabJy 
Yoiirs, &c. 

H. LUXBOHOUOH. 

The coach lets out from Henley, I tJimk^ 
'Mondays and Thurfdays, and is at Hcnky 
by brcakfaft (eight or nine). Mr. Hylton 
might He over night at Birmingham. 

This letter is fhorter than ordinary, and 
perhaps you will complai;i ; I wUl ^erefore 
fubjoin -a trifling impromptu I once wrote in a 
hurry, and which I am doubtful if I ever 
Ihcwed you •, but* think 1 never fhewed any 
body. It will fcrve to read, and then kindle 
your candle, or /often your flute^ if^ypu ufe 
paper, as ufual, on that occafioii. 

Mr. Outing is much your fcrvant^ though 
abfent: I am Mr. Hylton's. 
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LETTER CXVIIL 

D B A R S I Rf Bairelb, J^nnaiy 7th, 17$$^ 

THIS goes not only to make you the 
compliments of the feafon, (which I do 
vfery finc^rely, and not merely becaufe it is 
cuftomary) but it alfo goes to alk how you 
do, and what czx\ occafion your filence ? It is 
an age fmce I wrote to you aboyt a horie 
Mifs MoUy Holyoake has to fell, which I 
thought plight fuit Mr. Hylton ; and propofed, 
that if he was not already provided with one, 
he might come to £|arrells in the Birmingham 
coach when you fl^ould cqme here : anci in that 
letter I inclofed a few b^d Line3 of my o^n, 
wrote fome years ago : fmce all which, I fcceircd 
the inclofed from our troublefome little Parfon, 
who is, thank God, failing towards America. 
I fend it, becaufe Lord Dudley's proteftiop 
is in it ; which I defire you will take out 
and deliver to his Lordlhip from me, with 
many thanks and many excufes for having 
troubled him about this affair.— I inclofe, be- 
fides the other, a letter I received from Sir 
William Meredith, as you are mentioned in it.—- 
Mr. Outing is gone to fup at Henley, and does 
not know of my writing, or you would have 
compliments from him, 

I have 



*. 
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••■• •■•;■ :; .■ ' ^ .'•'.•• 
^1 hav^ not &cn:tk^mW^ 

perhkps you can lend i( me.— ^Mr. Outing has 

vt^H^^d fev^f al times o£ making a; vifit at the 

I '^tmig^ ; but doc$ not know whether Lord 

^^JDudlcy is there, or at the Parliament. 

. . v;^^ your ink and your fingers, ^nd 

'•.Jvi^ite glibly away till you come. Remember 

'..tiia.t Twelfth-Day is over, and do not forget 

'"'!; IJj^Ui; ^p^ro^ likewife that J am 

\^f ;^^Jrpiy and u^^^ 

Your faithful humble ifervant, 

r"^i*i^l1j£omplimcnts to Mr. HyUon* | 
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LETTER CXIX. 

rr^**^ EAR S IH, Barrclls, Vdcntine's Day, 1 75 j, 

I Q U R filcnce excites me to break mine 5 



*r-*»g. ^^r Upon the prefcnt footing one of us 
;|je ri^urdered (like the Dey of Algiers), 
:;tB^;qcher die of an apoplexy, and the 
^"^liy^^i'^of the two know nothing of the 
^i^l^ bf :;:t]fc^^^^ Did you not fay in your 

^^p^^ that you would come foon to Barrells? 
'^XTpon thole hopes we have lived ; but hopes 
.:'.aige meagre food ; in punilhmcnt for which, 

■ . •■ V'".^ ■•.•'•... 
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if I touid cdaomatid^ yoti flioukl. be t>U^4 to 
do penancft kcre ihis Le&t; . k is true 1 did 
fioc anfwet your Itffl: s tnit Mr* Oatiqg wmtt 
you the xeafbn, which ought to have beeA 
eycufe fufficient i for I was reaUy ili^ and io. 
capa|)te of guiding a pen, I am much better : 
htxt as the Warwickihire. roads do not invite 
t>ne abroad at 'this icafoi>» one doubty wifliQs 
for the compaiiy jof one's friends round. our 
deferted hearths. 

Mr. .Outing fends compliments : mine, pray, ' • 
to Mr. Hylton, and believe me . * , 

Yours, &c. ; • *• 



0, • 
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'BAriclli, Stindayt i^t>til 2;ili» t^fc*^ ^ 

1*. ;;^-; 

CANNOT well condefccnd to thkht'-i 
you for your letter of the x7tbi confide! 
that it was fcarcely the fhadow of whit I* 
fxpeded, which was your company and ]^9f;^ * 
Hylton's in my Shrubbery^ my. Hi^rmitage, .! 
tay Library, and, in the evenings, at njy fir*- :.* 
fide. No lels than three weeks are pad fincp ' 
-the laft promife came, the others having been 

buried 
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btrridd m oblhridn : but of this laft I tcMt toy-" 
fclf fo fure, di^t, being obliged to go on 
Wednefday !aft to War^vick, I left my btiticr 

* rft h6^c with <Srdcrs t6 fctcli Mrs. H6lybak€ 
tb ehtrfrtain you tStt my Tetiihi ; tut behold!' 
you dd AQtfo mcrch as mike ftiention of yOiif 
having had thoughts^ much Irfs of having 
given promifes'te vifit this place and me! 
The elms arc green in vain: in vain the cu- , 

' cumbefs are large, and as vainly the Shrubbeiy 
Ihoors out, and the Coppice "has a carpet of 
primrofes, cowflips, &<:. Let theni rcproacK 
yoti-, arid let your Oovemefs, Mrs. Holyoake^ 
co.rrcft you : and may Ihe boaft 



Unmly Brats with Birch to tame.'^ 



^ The prettieft thmg I ever faw of the kind, 

^ Ts ^the ft^ll-room at Guy's Clift : Mr. XJreet- 

.*- he^ and Lady Mary have executed it all 

w^ their o¥n hands : i^-bikgingSj ibifimg- 

. . boards J piflures over the doors, &e. If you Was 

not* lazy, you ti^diild fee it. I came from it 

through Warwick, Snitter fidld , Boihes, Bearlj^ 

and Wodton ; but on horfeback you Wouk| 

uot have had that trouble. 

Mr. Nugent vidts me again. Mr. Soame is 
Uhd^r ihoculatioh. Very full, and in gockl 
iplifits.— I go to-thorrow to Kih^^rton to dine 
with 'a clcngym'dn, who fcems/to. have fomfe 

taftc. 
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tafte.— Mn Outing is immerfed in cares about 
letting his houfe, and I do not know what; 
but goes to a Friend's in Effex this week from 
London.— If we are to have no war, I have 
done with politics.—I wilh Mr, Arne may 
sicquiefce in your requeft.— I fhould greatly 
like the four Roman Ruins you mention, pro- 
Yided I could get them coloured. 

I am forry the weather permits the beauties 
of the Leafowes to be exhibited 5 for then no 
hqp^ remain for your humble friends in War- 
wicklhirc, who h^ve nothing to exhibit but; 
hearts -ancj fricndlhips fmpere; fuch.are .pof* 
feffedby 

a. LuXBOROUGH. 
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Bairellju Wcducfday, May 28tb, 1755^ 
DEAR SIR, 

I .WAS moft agreeably furprized yefterday^ 
and at the fame time as ^ifagreeably difap- 
pointed. Yoti will eafily guefs that I meaa 
Mr. and Mrs. Greaves*s vifit; without you, 
whom I had fo long expefted. They left Bar- 
rells this mornings and gave me the fatisfaftion 
to hear they left you well yefterdjay. May you 
4pontinye fo, is my wiA^ ! dq npt therefore totr 
9 ment 



; LETTERS. ' 4f^ 

ment yo^^ri^lf niore than is ncceflary about 
the embroilments of Vorldly affairs 5 but avoid 
if poffible, th^ devouring monfter called Law 9 
it often fwalldws Juftice itfelf. 1 remember 
crice to have heard Lord Chancellor Cowper 
fay, " If every body knew as much of t^e law 
** as I do, they would, were their caufe ever 
** fo good, give up half, rather than embark 
" in our tourts." This I take to be a good 
caution. Thofe lawyers, who arc not arrived 
to the fummit of their wifhes, and who tafte 
the fweet of large fees, will not fpeak fb fin- 
cerely. I hope very very foon to hear you 
and Mr. Dolman difengage yourfelves from 
them, though both may be obliged to yield a 
little. 

I return Mr. Dodfley's Letters ; than which,' 
none can be more polite. Pray keep me in his 
good favour. 

f fhould like to fee Hagley chancel-window : 
Jure it muft be bigger than the whole chancel 
Ifaw! 

'. My beft compliments wait upon Lord Dudley 
and Mifs Lea, and thanks for his Lordfhip's 
fending here. I am alfo Mr. Hylton*s mod 
humble fervant 5 as Mrs. Davies is yours, and 
I am ever . . 

Your faithful and affeftionate fervant, 

H. LVXBOROUCH,' 
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BarreUt» WedAcfdaj Niglit, June i8th, 97552 . 

ADY Luxtx>rougb ^qds h^r compliment^ 
to Mn ShenftoQCt aod if ^t is agrqsablc to 
him in all rcfpefts, flie vould go on S^urday 
morning to the Lcafoiyef^ to lie one night. 
only.-^Sir Peter Spame aqd his Son are at ^ar* 
rells, and are very defirous pf waiting on MXf 
Shendone, Mr. Outing and Mrs. Davies arc 
alfo gt Barrdls, and would accompany her^ if 
pot troublefome* Mr. Outing is perfuaded hi? 
Jias intacrcft enough to get a bed at Lord Dud-; 
ley's for himfelf and Mr# Soame, to avpicj 
crowding Mr. Shenflone too much. Lady 1j\^^ 
borough propofes carrying no woman-fervant 
with her; and hopef that Mr. 3hen^i^ will let 
her know if this proje^ be in any fort inconr 
venient to him, and that without compliment. 



LETTER from Mr. Holyoakk Iq 
William Shekstome, £/J. 

DEAR S I R» OUbtnroWs March 29, 175 6« 

I HAVE the favour of yours by your feryantj 
and as you fay you have had intelligence, the 
moment you wrote, of the melancholy news from 
7 B^i^rellst 
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BarrcHs» ^ve me kaye tx> aOtire you I expeded 
Mrs. Bairies or Mc Outing would have ac* 
quaiBDed you wish, it as foon as the poor Lady^s 
l;re«th wa$ gom, as they did the iame to Sir 
Pdter Soaroe, Sir William Meredith^ ^nd foytnc 
Qih/in ef my Lady's tchtions. I d^pmnkd upon 
1^^ at my Wife zsieii(ioiied i% t^ tl^m bciore^ 
me r ^ich if 1 htd imaging they had w* 
gle&e4 I wewW certainly l»ve wrote to you 
myfejf.— We have hee rt, and indeed ftiU are> 
m hurry and confofion, though af the fame 
tii»e it gives me great fatirfaftion to fay truly* 
that nothing hath been wanting, either to pro* 
long her li&, or to (prepare her £ot the othef 
woridy as far as opportunities and tntervak 
woold give kave. The beginning of her illneft 
waaoccafioned by a cold and hos^fenefs^ about 
ft month fince, in fetting out fbr WoQtton about 
five o'clock on Friday : the Sunday fpUowing 
{he fent for my Wife and Daughter to drink 
tea, and a mcffagc to me, that flic expefted I 
would call as I returned from UUenhall Chapel ; 
which accordingly I did, and obierved the 
above-mentioned fymptoms upon her, and told 
her, that as I had the care of UUenhall, flie 
would give me leave to fay to her, as I thought 
it incumbent to do, that as flie had not attend- 
ed Church nor the Sacrament very lately, I 
would advife her to receive the Sacrament.: She 

anfwercd. 
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anfwered, I was very good, and diat fti^^oxAd 
fend to me very foon ; add accordingly receirecL 
it with great devotion^ The night before ifae 
died I read the Recomqiendatory Prayer to her i 
and I hope (he is perfedly happy, though fhc! 
had fo great troubles and afflictions in this life. 
•*— My Wife would gladly have wrote to you ; 
but the truth of it is^ (he itturned from Barrells' 
but yefterday, and is very ill •, and for this rea- 
ion^ (he hopes you will not take it unkiiid.-*-* 
Mrs. Davies and Outing have been with Ladj^ 
Lustbotough all her illnefs, which I am very 
glad of.— Lord Luxborou^h is expeftcd ac 
Barrells to-morrow^ to give orders about the 
funeral,— I have nothing more material to add^ 
but my Wife and Daughter's befl: compliments^ 
and to afk your pardon for this incoherent 
letter from. Dear Sir, ^ 

Yourraoft obliged humble fervant, 

'W. HbLYOAKE; 



Margate 
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